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Israel destroys 45 West Bank bedouin homes 

ABU DIS (AFP) — Israel destroyed 45 bedouin 
homes Sunday to clear land to link up two settle- 
ments, a Palestinian official said, while the Israeli mil- 
itary said the homes had been on a militaiy training 
ground. ‘TTie military destroyed 45 bedouin families* 
homes in order to connect the settlements of Maale 
Adumim and Oedar." east of Jerusalem* said 
Sakherdin Adik, a spokesman for the Palestinian civil 
affairs minisccy. But an Israeli military spokesman. 
Lieutenant Peter Lemer, said the families were living 
in a military training area and were evacuated “for 
their own safety.*’ Tribal chief Mohammad Hersh said 
“hundreds of police officers and soldiers arrived this 
morning without warning and destroyed the homes 
with bulldozem." Families from two dans, the Jahalin 
and the Kazzalin, were living on the land for 50 years 
and “had no other place to cheif Hersh said. 
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Iraq gets first U^*-approTed 
delivery of chlorine ' 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq Sunday received its first 
U.N.-approved delivery of chlorine gas for the puiifi- 
cadoD of water in the centre and south of the country, 
a U.N. official said. Eric Fait, spokesman for the coor- 
dinator of U.N. humanitarian operations in Iraq, said 
49 cylinders of the gas arrived by truck from Turkey. 
U.N. air woriters will use the consignment to provide 
clean water to around one million people for 45 days, 
he said. Another 150 cylinders are due to arrive over 
the next three weeks, under die U.N. oil-for-food 
accord launched in December that ..allows Iraq to 
export crude to finance imports of humanitarian sup- 
plies. 


Price; Jordan 200 fils 


Bus accident 
leaves 5 dead, 

44 injured 

AMMAN (J.T.) — five 
people were killed and 44 
others were reponed injured 
Sunday when die bus they 
.were riding on the road 
from Jeiash to Irbid in 
northern Jordan overturned 
several times and landed in 
a valley. Public Security 
Department (PSD) sources 
said die accident was 
caused by the slippery road 
condidoDS after light show- 
ers fell in die morning. 
Injured passengers, who 
uere rushed to local hospi- 
tals in Jerash and Irbid, told 
Jordan Television the 
driver lost control of the 
speeding vehicle, which 
010%'ed in a zig-zag manner 
on the road before listing to 
the right and finally over- 
turoing and falling into the 
valley below. A doctor 
supervising the treatment of 
the injured passengers said 
passengers who received 
ueatment were discharged, 
some were being kept under 
obser\'ation, and others 
were admitted to intensive 
care secdons. The PSD 
reported other accidents 
occurred in several parts of 
the country Sunday due to 
the slippery roads after the 
light rain. 

Israeli 

army uncovers 
another tunnel 
at Egyptian border 

RAFAH (AFP) — The 
Israeli anny discovered 
anothersecret monel under- 
neath the border between 
Eg\pt and the Gaza Strip 
during a pacrol in the area 
on Sunday, a spokesman 
said. Over the past few 
months, the army has blown 
up six other mnnels, claim- 
ing they are used to sneak 
weapons, drugs and goods 
into the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority (PNA)-ruled 
urea of Gaza. Rafah is the 
only crossing point between 
(he Gaza Strip and EgypL 
Under the autonomy 
accords, Israel controls ibe 
borders of the PNA-ruled 


Arafat arrives 
in Algeria 

ALGIERS (AFP) — Pales- 
tinian leader Yasser Arafat 
arrived Sunday in Algeria 
for a brief visit officials 
said. He was met at the air- 
port by the speaker of par- 
liament Abdelkader Ben- 
.salah. the officials said. 
They refused to disclose the 
motive of President Arafat's 
visit But Palestinian offi- 
cials in Gaza earlier said 
Mr. Arafat was expected to 
discuss (he stalled Middle 
East peace process with 
.Algerian o^dals. Mr. 
Arafat will later head to 
Tunisia, where the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
iPLO) had its headquaners 
before mos ing to the Pales- 
tinian territones. the Pales- 
tinian officials said. 

Saudi bans 
meat imports 
from Germany 

RIYADH (.API — Saudi 
.Arabia has banned all meat 
impons from Germany for 
fear some infected with 
"mad cow" disease, the offi- 
cial Saudi Press .Agency 
announced. The ban was 
adopted by the Saudi Min- 
istry of Trade after reports 
that some German compa- 
nies were restamping 

British beef as German, the 
agencv’ said late Saturday. 
Troubles with British beef 
began last year after 
researchers link^ mad cow' 
disease — also known as 
bovine spongiform 

encephalt^iathy — and a 
fatal human ailment, 

Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease. 


Kingdom will not be turned into I Prince Hassan says Kingdom 


theatre for terrorist acts — King 

King says minister of infonnation did not intend to mislead public 
opinion, 'was merely relaying news of the incident as it unfolded' 


By AbduUab Hasanat 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein said yester- 
day that while investiga- 
tions were continuing to 
find out who and what was 
behind the attack on the 
leader of Hamas, Khalid 
Misha'aJ, and the circum- 
stances surrounding it. Jor- 
dan would never allow 
anybody to turn this coun- 
try into a base for acts of 
terrorism, in any form or 
sh^. 

“We are against terror- 
ism, and we wall not allow 
this country to be a theatre 
or base for teirorist acts in 
whatever shape or form 
they come in.” the King 
told editors and prominent 
coluomists of daily news- 
papers. “We have taken all 
necessary measures to find 
out exactly what happened 
(to Mr. Misha'al], and we 
are taking it very serious- 
ly.*' the I^g added. 

“Our concern for the life 
of every Jordanian, and 
anyone on Jordanian soil, 
is equal." the King said. 
“But, thank God, [Mr. 
Misha’al] is no longer in 
danger and he is expected 
to leave hospital and go 
back to bis family soon." 

His Majesty explained 
that there was no deliberate 



intention on ±e part of the 
government, as represented 
by its official spokesman, 
the minister of information, 
to mislead public opinion 
over what actually hap- 
pened. 

“The minister of informa- 
tion was merely relayih^ 
news of the incident as ft 
unfolded,’’ the King told 
the journalists, some of 


whom had strongly criti- 
cised the minister for his 
handling of the affair. 

Initially there were 
reports of a fight between 
two Canadian tourists and 
Mr. Misha'al’s bodyguards 
which prompted the minis- 
ter's initial statement that 
the whole affair was just a 
quarrel between the two 
parties, the King explained. 


Israel agrees to release funds, 
resume talks with Palestinians 

Combined agencv It was welcomed as “posi- 7-1 -\j a *111 11 

PNA Will hold new 

ISRAEL AGREED Sunday .Aiafat, Marwan Kar^ani, ' • ^ ^ ^ 

to resume negotiations wdtfa although he. reiterated a call y*V1li^i‘1 /^"Pl 1"yi /II JIP^) 

the Palestinians on imple- for an end to Jewdsh settle- § 14'Lel'l'C/fl’ tiLCiidfLi 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

ISRAEL AGREED Sunday 
to resume negotiations wdtfa 
the Palestinians on imple- 
menting their interim self- 
rule agreements and to 
release $17 million in 
frozen funds to the Paiestin- 
jun National Authority 
(PNA). 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu announced the 
moves after a weekly cabi- 
net meeting and noted that 
they followed a long- 
demanded crackdown by 
Palestinian security forces 
on Hamas. 

The announcement canie 
one day ahead of a crucial 
meeting in New York 
between Lsraeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy. U.S. 
Secretary of Slate 
Madeleine Albright and 
Palestinian negotiator Mah- 
moud Abbas. 


It was welcomed as “posi- 
tive" by a spokesman for 
Palestinian President Yasser 
.Aiafat, Marwan Kanafani, 
although he. reiterated a call 
for an end to Jewdsh settle- 
ment and for Israel to hon- 
our its commiunent to carry 
out further troop with- 
dniwul.<: froiu the West 
Bank. 

A statement issued after 
the cabinet meeting said 
“the prime minister has 
informed the cabinet that 
tbe PNA has begun to take 
serious measures against 
terrorism. 

“As a result, the prime 
minister has decided to 
transfer half the funds owed 
to tbe Palestinian [National] 
Audiority," it said, and 
reopen talks with the Pales- 
tinians on implementing 
aspects of tbe 1^3 interim 
autonomy accords. 

(Continued on page 7) 


JRAMALLAH (AFP) ' 
The Palestinian - National 
Auchcvity {PNAVhas set up. 
a new committee -to look 
into officii reports of min- 
istenai cc^plion, Pales- 
tinian Legisl^ve Council 
(PLC) Speaker Ahmad 
Qouriea said Sunday. 

Tbe new committee 
includes Justice Minister 
Freih Abu Meddein, Attor- 
ney General Fayez Abu 
Ralima and expens to be 
appointed by Palestinian 
F^ident Yasser Arafat, 
Mr. Qouriea said. 

The new committ^ will 
study the reports on corrup- 
tion in the PNA and could 
hold hearings and e^’en 


charge ministers, Mr. 
Qouriea said. 

An internal audit by the 
PNA published in May said 
the ministries had misman- 
aged some S326 million in 
funds and fiiitiier investiga- 
tions by tbe PLC pointed a 
finger at three PNA minis- 
ters in particular for abuse 
of their positions and cor- 
ruption. 

The decision on the new 
committee was made Sat- 
urday at a meeting between 
Mr. Arafat and representa- 
tives of Fateh, tbe main fac- 
tion of thePalestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO). 

(Contimied on page 7) 


Iraq says sanctions have killed 1.2 million people 


B.AGHDAD IR) — Iraq 
said Sunday over 1.2 mil- 
lion people had died as a 
result of medical shortages 
during more than seven 
years of U.N. trade sanc- 
tions against Iraq. 

Heal& Minister Amid 
Madhat Mubarak told Arab 
and Western reporters 
attending a cultural festival 
that about 6,500 children 
under the age of five died in 
Iraq each month, compared 
to 506 a month before the 
1990-91 Gulf crisis. 

Deaths among people 
over five had risen to S,000 
a month firora 1,600. he 
said. 

Hospitals lacked medical 
supplies such as anaesthet- 
ics, analgesics and sp^e 
pans for medical equip- 
ment and could operate 
only at 30 per cent of 
capacirt'. Many were forced 
10 turn away all but the 


emergency cases, Mr. 
Mubarak stud. 

"The number of people 
who have died in Iraq dur- 
ing tbe embargo as a result 
of severe shortages of med- 
icine and medical require- 
ments has reached more 
than 1.2 million," the min- 
ister said. 

The U.N. sanctions, 
imposed after Iraq's 1990 
invasion of Kuwait, do not 
prohibit medical imports 
but with . oil exports 
blocked the govemmem 
lacks money to pay for 
them. 

The U.N. has since 
December allowed Iraq 
limited oil sales worth S2 
billion over six months to 
buy food and medicines. 

A U humanitarian offi- 
cial said in Baghdad last 
week that only 25 per cent 

(Continued on page 7) 


Two teams of U.N. amis 
inspectors start mission 


BAGHDAD (AFP) —Two 
teams of U amas expens 

are inspecting sites in Iraq 
as of their efforts to 
eliminate weapons of mass 
destruction, a diplomatic 
source said Sunday. 

The source s^ one of the 
teams was made up of 
experu: in biological 

weapons — a key area of 
concern for the inspectors of 
the U.N. Special (^onuni.s- 
sion (UNSCOM) in charge 
of disarming Iraq — and led 
by a U.S. national. 

UNSCOM itself has for 
the last two weeks kept a lid 
on the activities of its 
inspectors, under orders 
from New York. 

The blackout has been 


imposed in the run-up to die 
11 date by which 

UNSCOM Chairman 

^chaid Butler is to submit 
a report to the Ui4. Security 
Council on the state of Iraqi 
cooperation with the arms 
inspeddons. 

On Sept. 17. the Security 
Council called for Iraq’s M 
ccKTpeiation with 

UNSCOM after two ind- 
drats in which Iraqi offi- 
cials tried to deny access to 
“sensitive” sites. 

Similar incidents in May 
and June triggered a warn- 
ing from the Security Couor 
cil of new sanctions 


(Continued on page 7). 


will continue pushing peace 
forward to regain Arab rights 


However, once it was 
found chat Mr. Misha'al 
was assaulted in another 
location, all possible and 
necessary precautions were 
token, and a fresh state- 
ment was issued, the King 
said. 

“We did whatever was 
humanly possible to save 
his life, and his health is 
now in a satisfactcny health 
condition." 

“We will take all precau- 
tions to protect the life of 
every * Jor dani an citizen 
with utmost seriousness,” 
tbe King said, adding that 
Jordan “will not allow any 
party to turn tbe Kingdom 
into a stage for terrorist 
action, nor will it pennit 
any one to use the country 
as a base for evil or harm’* 
against others. 

Turning to the issue of 
elections, the King said 
that he believed in democ- 
racy and human rights as 
the basis for Jordan's future 
and that he hoped that Jor- 
danians will turn out in 
strength to elect their repre- 
sentatives to the 13tb Par- 
liaraenL 

‘^e elections will be a 
mirror of Jordan's actual 
reality in their fairness and 
integniy," the King said. 

(Continued bn page 7) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan said Sunday 
that Jordan will continue 
exerting every possible 
effort to push the peace 
process forward and to 
regain Arab rights, particu- 
larly those of the Palestin- 
ian people on their national 
soil. 

Prince Hassan warned in 
an interview with the Mid- 
dle East Broadcasting Cen- 
tre (MBO that tbe unilater- 
al Israeli measures which 
aim at changing the facts on 
the ground are adversely 
affoc^g the peace process. 

The Crown Prince called 
for an immediate cessation 
of all acts of violence, 
pointing out that the rantin- 
ued occupation of Arab ter- 
ritories is an act of violence 
that breeds more violence. 

Prince Hassan uiged the 
parties concerned to com- 
mit to tbe Oslo agreement, 
noting that negotiation is 
the only way to reach a just, 
durable and comprehensive 
peace. 


He also stressed the need 
for returning to the spirit of 
the Madrid peace confer- 
ence and to building on 



wbat has been achieved so 
far, noting that the aspired 
peace should be based on 
(he land-for-peace formula 
and for a ftiU Israeli with- 
drawal from all occupied 
territories including the 
Golan Heights and tbe 
south of Lel^on. 

In - the interview, the 
Crown Prince emphasised 
tbe need for fulfilling the 


Palestinian people's politi- 
cal. legal and social needs. 

Prince Hassan also under- 
lihed the importance of 
Arab integration in order to 
protect their interests and . 
rights. 

Referring to a question on 
his latest visit to Saudi Ara- 
bia, Prince Hassan said that 
it aimed at bolstering bilat- 
eral ties between the two 
kingdoms and voiced his 
appreciation for the hospi- 
t^ty he received during his 
visiL 

Following is the full text 
of the interview: 

Q; Can you tell us some- 
thing about your visit to 
Saudi Arabia and your talks 
with Saudi leaders? 

A: 1 would first like to 
express thanks to King 
Fahd for the hospitality I 
was received with during 
my visit My visit was for 
consultations on different 
subjects concerning the 
Arab and Islamic Worlds. 


(Continued on page 7) 


Instrument allegedly used against 
Hamas leader, not found — Rashid 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the 

AMMAN — The 
’•weapon” that was 
allegedly used in an attack 
on the leader of the Islam- 
ic Resistance Movement, 
Hamas, was not found. 
Minister of Interior Nathir 
Rashid said Sunday. 

KhaJed Misha'al who 
' wUl soon be released from 
King Hussein Medical 
Centre (KHMC) where he 
spent the last three days, 
was subjected to an assas- 
sination attempt, a Hamas 
statement said Thursday. 

Mr. Rashid, however, 
said that no medical proof 
was available that indi- 
cates Mr. Misha'al was 
subjected to “rays emitted 
from the alleged instru- 
ment” 

"The medical reports did 
not confirm that Mr. 
Misha’al was subjected to 
any attack by any' kind of 
instrument that emits rays. 
The police did not find any 
instrument in the place 
where the brawl occurred” 
the minister told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

“We are awaiting Mr. 
Misha'al to be folly recov- 



Hamas leader Khaled Misha'al at the King Hussein 


Medical Centre, Sunday, sitting up and able to faHf 
after the ventilator was replaced with an oi^gen 
mask, his ailment remains undiagnosed (J.T. photo) 


ered to tell the investiga- 
tors what exactly hap- 
pened.” Mr. Rashid add^. 


“We call upon anyone, 
(Continued on page 7) 


Iraqi Kurds claim killing 13 
rival rebels in northern Iraq 


DIYARBAKIR (R) — An 
Iraqi-Kurdish group allied 
with Turidsh forces engaged 
in operations in northern Iraq 
said Sunday it had killed 13 
Turidsh-Kuid rebels in a 
series of clashes. 

The Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDPJ radio, moni- 
tored by Anatolia news 
agenc}’, said KDP Peshmer- 
ga fighters bad killed 13 
rebels of tbe Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK) in three separate 
clashes in ncalhcm Iraq and 
wounded 10. 

It did not say when the 
fighting took place. 

KDP Peshmci^ arc fight- 
ing the PKK with help 
around ISJlOO Turkish 
troops, backed by tanks and 
aiiG^ who began their lat- 
est incursion into northern 
Iraq Tuesday to clear out 
PKK guerillas using the arca 
in theft fight for self-rule in 
southeast Turkey. 


The offensive, Turkey's 
second major cross-border 
raid since May, ha.s angered 
Baghdad, which lost control 
of northern Iraq to Iraqi Kurd 
groups after the 1991 Gulf 
war. 

The incursion has also been 
criticised by Iran, which bor- 
ders both Iraq and Tuikey. 
Iran's foreign minister has 
called for the immediate 
withdrawal of Turkish troops 
fix>m Iraq. 

A U-S.-Ied air force based 
in Tu^ protects northern 
Iraq Kut^ from any Bagh- 
dad attack, but Ankara fears 
much of the area is falling 
under the control of the PKJC 

Britain, a partner in the air 
force, has also expressed con- 
cern at the (iperation. 

Turkey said its troops 
would soon pull out of tbe 
remote region, once their 
mission against the PKK was 
completed 


Anatolian stud the PKK 
had recently sent 1,(X)0 guer- 
rillas into nordiem Iraq from 
neighbouring Syria and Iran 
in preparation for attacks on 
Turkey. 

Tehran and Damascus deny 
frequent Turidsh charges that 
they support the PKK, which 
first took up arms in 1984. 
More than 26,000 people 
have died in the rebels’ 13- 
year-old campaign. 

A military offidal said Fri- 
day Turkish troops had killed 
44 PKK rebels for the loss of 
three soldiers in the opera- 
tion. 

Turkish military offidals 
said the offensive was being 
carried out at the request 
tbe KDP, which has been 
fighting the PKK for control 
of nordiem Iraq and helped 
Turkish tnxips in a previous 
cross-border operation in 
Mav. 
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Israel is adding to existing settlements — Weizman 


ALEXANDRIA (R) — 
Israeli President Ezer ^iz- 
man said on Sunday that 
Israel was adcfing to eustmg 
Jewish settlements and not 
creating new ones. 

"There ate no new settle- 
ments. There are Just addi- 
tions to homes in existing 
settlements. I say that we 
have to think deeply, and not 
about too or 200 dunum 
[measurement of land] but 
what the solution is between 
us and the Palesdnians," Mr. 
Weizman said after talks 
udth Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak. 

Middle East peacemaking 
has been in crisis for about 
six montiis over Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu's plans to expand 
Jewish settlements on Arab 
land occupied Israel since 
the 1967 Middle East war 
and suicide bombings that 
have killed 20 Israelis in the 
last two months. 

Israeli-Pakstiniaa talks 
stopped in M^h. when Mr. 
Netanyahu broke ground on 
a Jeu^ settlement on the 
hilltop of Jabal Abu Gfaneim 
in Ai^ east Jerusalem. 

President Weizman told a 
joint news conference a deci- 
sion had to be made on the 
"map between us and the 
Palestinians and in the politi- 
cal lingo this m^ans a final 
settlemenL*' 

'There are also the phases 
we have been promised. 
There are some Isi^lis who 
don't approve of this policy 
but we have to look towards 
readiing settlement in 2000," 
President We izman said. 

“Israel is a democratic 
nation. Netanyahu was elect- 
ed deoKxiatically just like 
[Palestinian Presid^ Yass- 
er] Ara^ was elected demo- 
cratically. We have to be 
aware that the sohitioos win 
be announced by 
Netanyahu’s government biu 
some people won’t agree 
with this '* he s^d. 



ALEXANDRIA (R) — The presi- 
dents of Egypt and Israel said on 
Sunday they were looking into legal ■ 
means to resolve a disagreement on 
the fate of an Israeli man convicted of 
spying in Egypt 

Egypt's Hosni Mubarak and Israel’s 
Ezer We izman were speaking at a 
news conference after t^y discussed 
the case of Israeli textile mechanic 
Azzam Azzam, sentenced last month 
to 15 years in jail for spying in Egypt. 

“We sent him [Azzam] to court 
because we couldn’t deal with the 
issue ourselves after it became pub- 
lic," Mr. Mubarak said. 

big propaganda after the ver- 
dict makes matters more complicat- 
ed, but I discussed with Weizman the 


l^gal methods to solve this problem," 
he added. 

Mr. Weizman said: 'T have dis- 
cussed this issue a lot and we have 
agreed to discuss this further. We will 
look into legal means to resolve the 
matter." 

President Mubarak has already said 
he would not pardon Azzam because 
Israel “^handled" the issue. He told 
the news conference Egypt would 
have struck a deal to release the 
Israeli citizen bad Israel not stined up 
such a fiiss about the case. 

"Tou made this into a problem. If 
you hadn't said that he was arrested 
just four (bys b^ore the [November 
1996] economic summit, we would 
have released him after an agreement 


between the security apparatuses" 
E^sident Mubarak said. 

“Your media campaigns won't 
solve a thing, it'll just complicate 
things further:" 

A&r tire verdict, Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netai^ahu said 
that Egypt’s conviction of Azzam was 
"’distort" and raised serious ques- 
tions about die Egyptian judiciary. 

Israel has been demanding Azzam 
be released. President Mubarak has 
refused to interfere, saying it was a 
judicial issue. 

Azzam’s Egyptian accomplice, 
Imad Abdul Hamid Ismail, and two 
fugitive Israeli women, were sen- 
tenced to 25 years in jail with hard 
labour. ■ 


Head of Palestinian welfare 
society denies Hamas links 

Bahr pushes for reopening 16 closed welfare 
organisations aiding 10,000 families in Gam 


Algerian army blasts GIA 
stronghold, papers report 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — The 
head of one of 16 welfare 
oiganisations shut down by 
the Palestinian Nation^ 
Authority (PNA) in a crack- 
down against Hamas 
denied Sunday that they 
were run by the Islamist 
group. 

“My association, along 
with IS others which were 
shut down by the Palestin- 
ian [National] Authority, 
works for the poor and has 
no connection with 
Hamas," said Ahmad Bahr, 
director of the Islamic 
Association in the Gaza 
Strip. 

The Islamic Association 
is a welfare organisation 
offering social assistance, 
religious education and 
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food distribution but was 
shut down Thursday by 
Palestinian police who con- 
sider it a key part of the 
Hamas network in the area. 

Mr. Bahr said he had 
asked the Palestinian Leg- 
islative Council and human 
rights organisations to push 
for the reopening of the 16 
closed welfare organisa- 
tions which he said look 
after 10,000 famili es in 
Gaza. 

Meanwhile, the Palestin- 
ian Human Rights Centre 
said it was "shocked" by 
the closure of the Gaza wel- 
fare oiganisations. 

“These moves contribute 
nothing to democracy and 
pluralism in Palestine," it 
said in a statement 


The PNA launched a 
major crackdown against 
Hamas last week, respond- 
ing to U.S. and braeli 
demands following the dis- 
covery that four suicide 
bombers behind recent 
attacks in Jerusalem came 
from the Palestinian territo- 
ries. 

In the p^t week, Palestin- 
ian secutiQr forces arrested 
at least 20 suspected Hamas 
activists in the West Bank 
town of Nablus. 

Following the anti-Hamas 
offensive. Israel agreed 
Sunday to resume negotia- 
tions with the Palestinians 
on implementing interim 
self-rule agreements and 
release $17 million in 
frozen funds to the PNA. 


ALGIERS CAFP) — Heavi- 
ly-armed Al^rian troops 
tacked by helicopter gun- 
ships attacked a stron^iold 
of the extremist /^med 
Islamic Group (GIA) south 
of the capital Algiers, press 
repcxts said here Sunday. 

Powerful .blasts could be 
heard coming from the Ouled 
Allal region, soutii of the 
C£q)ital on Friday and Satur- 
day. the papers said, during 
u^t appeared to be a weD- 
planoed and extended attack. 

The village is near die sites 
of two recent extremist- 
linked massacres, in Sidi 
Moussa and Beotalha. that 
killed several hundred peo- 
ple. 

The newspapers said the 
village had been deserted by 
its inhabitants and was now 
used by the extremist group 
as a weO-fbrtified stron^Id 
to which they zeturaed after 
each attack. 

The army used armoured 


vehicles and bulldozers to 
plough a (fatou^ mine- 
fields laid in a protective ring 
around the hideout Heli- 
copter gunships blasted die 
area from the air. the papers 
said. 

The press said the c^jective 
was complete annihilalioa of 
the suspected Islamic tenor- 
ists. There were no official 
announcements about the 
attack, and no casually fig- 
ures were available Sunday. 

On Aug. 29, slaughters in 
several villages nearby killed 
at least 98 people in blamic- 
linked violence, according to 
an official mil. 

Residents put die number 
of vic tims at between 200- 
300. 

Last IXiesday, officials said 
that 85 were JdUed in Beo- 
tahla in a similarly savage 
attack. 

Survivors there claimed 
that between 180 and 2(X) 
had perished. 


Syria’s foreign minister urges 
Netanyahu to take tough step 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Sbaraa s^d in 
remarks published Sunday 
that Israeli Prime Minister 
Beoyamin Netanyahu must 
malre difficult d^sions in 
order to let peace take hold 
in the Middle East 

“We are in agreement on 
making difficult decisions 
on the Syrian and Lebanese 
tracks of negotiations [with 
Israel] but it's true that it's 
up to Mr. Netanyahu to 
[^so] make cUfficult deci- 
sions.” Mr. Sharaa was 
quoted as saying by the 
government newspaper 
Ushiin. 

“Syria already agreed to 
participate in the peace 


process sec in motion five 
years ago, but the Israeli 
party has halted the process 
and it's up to it [Is^l] to 
resume at the point where 
it left off,” he said 

Israeli-Syrian negotia- 
tions were suspend^ in 
February 1996. The Israeli 
government has rejecc^ 
Syria's demands that it 
return the entire Golan 
Heights, which the Jewish 
state has occupied since 
1967. 

The previous Labour 
government was reported 
to have agreed in principle 
to hand l^k the Golan in 
return for security guaran- 
tees. 

Mr. Sharaa emphasised 


Egyptian Presideot Hosni Mubarak (right) and his Israeli counteipart Ezer Weiziiian (left) gesture to each other 
duriDg their joint press confermce hdd Saturday in Alexandria (Reuters) 

Egypt, Israel say seeking to solve spy row 


Iraqi opposition to 
meet British, U.S. 
officials in London 


DUBAI (AI^ — Ihe For- 
eign OffiM in Loudon is to 
b(^ a meeting wiib Itacp 
opposition groups Monday, in 
tte first such contact since die 
Labour Party took power in 
Britain in May, the opposition 
said 

Opposition figures contact- 
ed Agence Ranee Ftesse 
said Kurdish, Shiite Muslim 
fundamentalist and secular 
groups have been invited to 
the meeting, as well as a U.S. 
diplomat, te discuss British 
and U.S. policy toward Iraq. 

Britain is to be i^nesented 
a Foreign Office official 
a^ a diplomaL 

“It will be die first contact at 
this level between the Iraqi 
opposition and the new 
Labour government winch 
has madft respect for human 
rights one of its foreign policy 
primities." Mohammad Abdul 
J^)bar of the Iraqi NaticMial 
Congress (INO. an umbrella 
^oup. said by telqihone from 
London. 

The meeting will also dis- 
cuss (be u5l. oil-for-frxxi 


accord under Much Iraq is 
allowed tt) export limited 
amounts of crude to finance 
humanitariw impexts for its 
sanctions-hit potation, the 
opposition said 
Iraq has|been onder 
sanctions Isince its August 
1990 invasion of Kuwait 
The Lraidon will also 
assess the state of the opposi- 
tion, which was weakened by 
an Iraqi army incutsLon into 
the Kutdish-beld nordi in 
August 1996, and Baghdad's 
efforts to open a dialogue, die 
oppotition said 
Among die groqis invited 
are the Kurdistan Democratic 
Party and hs rival, the Fhtriot- 
jc Union of Kurdistan, the 
INC (he Amman-based li^ 
National Accord, a Sbike 
group, the Supreme Assembly 
of the Islamic Revolution in 
Iraq (SAIRI), and a monar- 
efai^ movemeoL 
^IVhfic Samanai. a fbemex 
head of military intelligence 
who defected to Syria in 1994, 
is also invited to the London 
talks. 


die “importance” of a 
meeting be is due to have 
Monday in New Yoik with 
U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albri^t on the 
sidelines of the UJ^. (3eQ. 
eral Assembly session. 

Ms. Albright retfu^ her 
maiden tour as secretary of 
state to the Middle East at 
the beginning of Septem- 
ber in an attempt to get the 
peace process moving. 

“Progress is tied to 
Israel's inclination to 
resume the talks where 
they ended and to its com- 
mitment to the decisions’' 
of the previous Israeli gov- 
ernment, Mr. Sharaa 
added. 

Filipino on 
death row 
in UAE 
given more 
time to seek 
clemency 

ABU DHABI (AP) — The 
supreme court has posqxiQed 
the trial of a Hlipino facing 
the deatti penalty to give die 
victim’s family more time to 
consider clemency, the Philip- 
pines' ambassador said Sun- 
day. The bearing, which had 
beCT scheduled diis weekend, 
was pos^ned to Dec. 13, 
said Philipiniies Ambassador 
Roy Seneres. 

Jc^ Aquino is charged 
with the 1989 stabbing deadi 


S. African armed forces 
chief visits S. Arabia 


RD^^H (AFP) — South Africa's armed forces chief General 
George Meiring. whose country is reporteifiy seeking an atins- 
fbr-oil deal with Saudi Arabia, started a visit here on Sunday, 
the official news agency SPA said. 

It said the bead of the Soudi African National Defence Force, 
wto visited Jordan and Egypt last week, was greet^ rai ardval 
by bis Saudi counterpart Saleh A1 Mahya and several other 
seiiipr iiiilitaty officials. 

On Friday, South African Defence Vfinister Joe Modise said 
after tallcs with his Saudi opposite number Prince Sultan Ben 
Abdul Aziz in Cape Town diac members of his arme d forces 
would visit the Gt^ Arab state for trairung. 

Newq>apets in South Africa have said Riyadh was negotiat- 
ing an aims-for-petrol deal widi Pretoria, but nmther side has 
confirmed this. Soudi African President Nelson Mandela said 
'Iluiisday be belied to clinch a deal widi Saudi Arabia to sup- 
ply oil to Pretoria when he visits the kingdom in NovembeL 

A proposed $U billion deal under which South Africa 
would loQg-tai^ artillep' to Sauffi Arabia is also expected 
to be discussed during die visit 




















16riN) » 
16:30 >. 

>..Animal Show 

17:15 ... 

-French Ptogrammes 

19:00 .... 


19:15 

..».J^ch programme 

19*J0 ... 


19:35 ... 


20riN) ... 

..Comedy — Murjrfiy 

Brown 


2Q*J0 ... 


21:10 .» 


22:00..... 

— News in English 

22:35 ..> 

»..>.Fmei^n^ Room 

23:15 . . 


PRAYER TIMES 

04H)6.. 


05:23 .>.> 

>.>(Sunrise) Duha 

11*J6 


14:SL 


17-7Q 


18:46 

‘Isha 


CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazaredi Giurcti 
Sweifieh, Tel. S 10740 
Assemblies of God Cbuich TeL 
632785. 

St Joseph Chnrcfa Tel. 624590 
Church of the Armunicatioii 


Tel. 637440. 

De la SaDe CbuFcfa Tel. 66 1 757. 
Ibrra Sanda Oiurefa TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Churdi Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Churdi 
Tfel. 775261. 

St Ephrahn Church TeL 771751. 
Amman Intemational Chorefa 
Tel. 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Tel. 824328. 

Gennan-speakhig F.v angpfirai 
Congregatkm Ibl. 688404 
The Latter-D^ S^fs TeL 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene Tel. 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

mAmmanTeL 81 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish Tei. 

614190. 


WEATHER 

Buil&in supplied In' the Depart- 
ment of Melet trology 
Skies Mil be partly cloudy to 
sunny with temperatures below 
0 %'erage by four degrees centi- 
grade and winds northwesterly 
moderate. In Aqaba, it will be 


occasional dusq^, clouds agpeat- 
iog at low altitudes, winds 
nortiieriy moderate, and ses calm. 

MinTMax. temp. 

AminaiL...~..~».................I4/25 

Aqaba. 21/34 

Deserts....^ 13/28 

Jordan Valky 19/30 

Yesterdi^'s high tenqieratures: 
Amman 24. Aqtha 35 Humidiiy 
readings: Amman 45 per cent 
Aqaba 35 percetiL 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY' 

AMMAN: 

Dc AfifShnkii S9S863 

Dr. NidalDahleh 827195 

Di: Hanna Mansonr 750197 

Dn Sa'idTawfiq .788285 

Funs phannaQF .................661912 

Ferdows pharmacy .778336 

A1 Asema pharmacy .637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy .......>623672 

AI Salam pharmacy >636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmets^' pharmacy .637660 

N^'ib pharmacy .....>....>...847632 

IRBID: 


Dr. Ahmad Qami ,281484 

Al Quds pharma^ .( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dc RatibAtallah 994424 

Khalifeh pharmacy „,._.,985417 


emergencies 

E^xid Control Cen&e»».6371 1 1 
Qvfl Drience Dqpanmeot 66 1 i 1 1 
Civil Defence tmnv»diflia Rescue 

.630341 

Civil Defence &neigency..... >199 
Rescue PbBce— 192.621111,637777 

Fire Brigade»»> 617101 

Blood Bank >>.775121 

Ifi^iway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept> 630321 

Hotel ("n mplaints 605800 

Price Coix^amts. 661176 

& Sewoage OxiqjtaDts >.897467 
Amman Muiuripality Complaints 

787U1 

Telephone Information (directory 

asdstance) 121 

Overseas Calls .0KQ30 

Central /Vmman Telephone 

Repairs ..>>....623101 

Abdali TeL Repairs. 661101 

Jordan Televiri(m'.....»».7731 1 1 
Radio Jordan .>..>>.>..>..>.774111 

Water Audioriiy 680100 

J, Electricity Authority 815615 

Electric Power Co ...>>..636381 


RJ Flight Information >08-53200 
Queen Alia 1ml Aiipoit 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

630195 

Hussein Mecfical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Materni;y.>»... 644281/6 

Akileh Maiemiiy 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Matemicy >.642362 

Malhas. J, A mman . .636140 

Palestine. Shmeisaiii >>....607071 

Shmeisaiii Hospital ..>669131 

Univertity Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasber HosfNCal ...J367227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666126/37 

Al-Abli, Abdali >664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen ,.,.777101/3 

,AI-Bashir> 775111/26 

Array, Marka 89161 1/15 

Queen AUa Hospital ...602240/50 

i\raal Hospital .674135 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery »»>......865l99 

ZARQA: 

Zacqa Govl - Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zaqa National Ho^tal 

.(09)900560 

Ibfl Sina Hospital:... (09)986732 
Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IRBlD: 

Princess Basma Hosintal 

(02)273555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 


(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 
(03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
1N7ERNA370NAL 
AIRPORT 

This o^ormation is si^pUed by 
Royal Jdfdanun (RJ) b^uinatum 
d^arunem ta Ae Queen AUa 
Itaemadomd Airport Tti. 
(08^3200-S, Mihere it should 
always be verged, bformaiitm on 
oAer jUghts can be suf^iai on 
pArvie 08(52760).' 

ARRIVALS 

Rqyai Jordanian (RJ) filets 

07K)5 Damascus (RJ) 

07rii5 »>. Sanaa (RJ) 

08:30 leddah (RJ) 

08:45 J^iew Delhi (RJ) 

09'.20 .»J>ibal Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:2S.».> »»3einit (RJ) 

14:25 Kuwait (RT) 

16:15 -Cairo iRf) 

14J0 -London (RJ) 

16:50 New York. Amsterdam (RD 

18:30. X^asablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

20:15 Milan (RJ) 


^11:15 Milan(RJ)| 

11:20 Amsterdam, Chic:^(K0j 

^^!^^|l2KiO A msterrtam, Frankfiirt (RJ) i 

12:15 Cairo (RJ)^ 

21:15 Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur (Rn 12:25 LoodoiUjU) 

02:45 .>.. Jakarta, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 2(h45 iahiain, DohalKJ) 

04:10 Kuala Lumpur, Abu Dhabi 21K)5 J 3 ubalNfiiscat(RJ) 

(add) (RJ) ...Al 'Ain. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Other Fl^ls Sanaa m | 

OWO AJ’Arish(PF) JDaraascusaU)| 


Other Fl^ts Sanaa ^ J | 

09-J0 AJ’Arish(PF) Damascus (Rll| 

12:45 — >.>......>Khartoum (SD) 

13:10 »..JVfuscat, Bahrain (OF) Other F^its 

J4H15 >.»» — —Vi enna (OS) 05:15 JisiaDfaui (W) 

15:50 Doha(QR) 07:45 Rein itfME) 

— Tel Aviv (LY) 08:10 loodoo (BA) 

^ *®=3« Al ■A*'' ^ 



21:15 I-fcSO VtemlOS); 


21tl5. — .Cairo (MS) 

22:30 — ».,..Atheos (OA.) 


— -Aineos(UA) 

00 JO >>Ainsterdain. Daitiascus (KL) 20:10 >.„.»..TyAvivCL /| 

22:15 Caiio(MS», 

Royal Wings (RW) 22:55 ..._._Damascus. Paris 

06ri)5 ......>...».>..TelAviv(RW) OldO Amster dam^) 

07:K — -Amman (QAlAxRW) 03^)0 A rfaens(Q^ 

Amman (Marka Airport) jjamascus (RJ) 

09:50 > — Anaba (RW) 

U:10 •Anunan(QAIA)(RW) A«irit) 

12:00 Amman (Marka Airport) Amman (Ma* 

(RW) • (RW) ^ 

21:20 ...» Aqaba (RW) OtkSO 

22:50 Amman (Marka Airpwt) 07:55 .» Amman (QAIA)\R , 

jinnr\ ~ ' a irnfii 


08:50 Amman (Mad^ AiEf** j 

departures 

R^J«ni«dannU)nigh„ 11:40 :3i;;;S.'(QAlAJ(^!' 

05:45 -Beirut (RJ) 20d0 >>>.Amniao ((JAl^SI, 

10:10 — Kuwait (RJ) 21:50 


llylO ...>Atirnan(QAWt^ ! 

20d0 >>>J^mniao(QAl^SJ,i 
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Jordan, Lebanon to implement 
protocol on agricultural exchanges 



A delegation led by Minister of Agriculture Myhem Khreisha (centre right) con- 
cludes an agreement mtb a Lebanese del^ation, led by Lebanese Minister Sbawqi 
Fakhouri, to exchange agricultural products (Petra photo) 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jor- 
dan and Lebanon 
announced Sunday that 
they have reached an 
agreement to implement a 
protocol on agricultural 
exchanges. 

The agreement followed 
talks held by Minister of 
Agriculture Mijbem 
Khreisha and bis 
Lebanese counterpart 
Sbawqi Fakhouri, each 
accompanied by a team of 
officials and agricultural 
specialists. 

After the meeting, Mr. 
Khreisha said the protocol 
regulates the exchanges 
of agricultural products in 
winter and summer, 
depending on the two 
countries* actual needs. 

Stating that Jordan's 
high-quality agricultural 
products are produced in 
the winter season, when 
Lebanon is in need -of 
them, Mr. Khreisha said 
Jordanian and Lebanese 
teams will meet every six 
months to review their 
agricultural needs and to 
amend provisions of the 
protocol to cater to these 
needs. 

Jordan normally exports 
to Lebanon a varied of 
agricultural products 
grown in the Jordan Val- 
ley in winter, as well as 


watermelons in the sum- 
mer, and imports 
Lebanese cherries and 
apples, mainly in the 
summer. 

Mr. Khreisha announced 
that an agreement was 
reached with his 
Lebanese counterpart on 
extending invitations to 
Arab ministers of agricul- 
ture for a conference to 


lay down the basis for 
cooperation to achieve 
agricultural integration 
and to deal with the chal- 
lenges facing the Arab 
World's agricultural pro- 
duction. 

Expressing satisfaction 
with the talks. Mr. 
Fakhouri said the periodic 
meetings tend to bolster 
bilateral cooperation in 


agricultural fields. 

He added that Lebanon 
is currently increasing the 
areas cultivated with fruit 
trees and vegetables and 
is making plans to avoid 
bottlenecks in marketing 
the products. 

He said the agreement 
will protect the interests 
of fanners in the two 
countries. 


Chinese delegation to discuss Children’s 
joint investments, increased trade literature 


AMM.AN (Petra) — A Chi- 
nese delegation led by the 
deputy minister of trade is 
due in Amm an shortly for 
talks with officials on 
prospects of joint Chinese- 
Jord^an investments in 
the two countries, accord- 
ing to China’s ambassador 
to Jordan Uu Baolai Sun- 
day. 

The Oune^ govemmem 
has undert^en steps 
coward expanding econom- 
ic and trade exchanges 
between Jordan and China, 
w’hich amounted to SI OS 
million in 1996. the ambas- 
sador said in a statement to 
mark China's national day, 
which falls on Ocl 1. 

He said economic, politi- 
cal, and cultural relations 


between the two states are 
progressing and hopefully 
will continue and flourish. 

He stated that Jordanian 
and Chinese views con- 
cerning regional and 
international issues are 
identical. 

Referring to the situation 
in the Middle East, the 
ambassador said it 
remained dangerous despite 
the visit by U.S. Secretary 
of State Madeleine 
Albright, and disclosed that 
his country has asked 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu to 
alter his government's poli- 
cy. quit his intransigence, 
and resume peace negotia- 
tions with the Palestinians, 
the Syrians, and the 


Lebanese on the basis of 
the Madrid Conference and 
the Oslo Accords, which 
embody the principle of 
exchanging land for peace. 

The ambassador called on 
Israel to halt its settlement 
programmes in the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank, 
lift Che blockade imposed 
on Palestinian lands, and 
withdraw Israeli forces 
ftomsQUCbera Lebanon and. 
the Golan Heights in accor- 
dance with U.N. Resolu- 
tions 242, 338, and 425. 

He said the Chinese lead- 
ership deeply appreciates 
His Majesty idng Hus- 
sein's endeavours toward 
the attainment of a just and 
comprehensive peace. 


Jordan preparing to join international 
intellectual property rights group 


GENEVA (Petra) — Jordan 
is making airangemems to 
join ^e Bern-based 
International Union for the 
Protection of Literary and 
Artistic Works (lUPLAWj 
and hopes to establish a 
regional office to ensure 
protection of imellecnial 
property rights. Minister of 
Culture and Youth Qasem 
Abu Ain said here Samrday. 

Dr. Abu Ain. during a 
meeting by heads of offices 
of the World Intellectual 
Property Organisation 
(WlPO). called on the 
organisation to help Jordan 
achieve this objective. 

Under IUPL.AW, which 
was established under an 
1 886 treaty, member states 
must afford the same pro- 
tection to the copyrights of 
the nationals of o^er mem- 
ber states as its own. 

*1116 treaty' also prescribes 


minimum standards of pro- 
tection. For example, copy- 
right protection gener^iy 
continues throughout an 
author's life and for 50 
years after his or her death. 

It includes special provi- 
sions for the developing 
nations. 

Dr. Abu Ain said Jordan 
aspires to host the regional 
office, which can offer 
training to personnel work- 
ing in field of securing 
intellectual property protec- 
tion. 

He expressed Jordan's 
commitment to respecting 
and protecting intellectu^ 
property' rights, noting that 
the Council of Ministers 
has recently endorsed a 
draft law in this matter and 
referred it to the Lower 
House of Parliament for 
debate. 

Dr. Abu .Ain also noted 


that the University of Jor- 
dan Is now offering stu- 
dents a special course on 
international property 
rights through the faculty of 
law. with the purpose of 
craining a generation of 
lawyers with sufficient 
knowledge of this subject. 

He said concerned gov- 
ernment departments have 
already modernised laws 
concerning the protection 
of industrial property and a 
law on trade relations, in 
cooperation with WIPO, for 
the purpose of protecting 
people's rights and encour- 
aging creative work in all 
fields. 

According to the minister, 
Jordan is currently prepar- 
ing a study concerning the 
protection of folklore and 
public heritage. 


WHAT'S 

GOING 

ON 


DARAT AL FUNUN SUMMER *97 
FESTTVAL 

* Graphics by Rafa Nasiri of Iraq, Ziad 
Dalloul of Syria, and Najia Mehadji at the 
South Hall. 

* Paintings by Jordanian anisi Moham- 
mad Qailoka at the Middle Hall. 

* Sculpture, drawings, and paintings by 
Jordanian artist Rajwa Aii. 

* V^^iks by contemporary' Arab artists at 
the Blue House. 

* Paintings by children of Zarqa reflect- 
ing on the problem of pollution at the 
Byzantine church. 

FILM 

* Video — *TLe Monde du Silence” at the 

French Cultural Centre, Jabal Weibdeb at 
8:30 p.m. 


LECTURE 

* “Jerusalem in Islamic History” (in Ara- 
bic) by Dr. Abdul Aziz Douri at Abdul 
Hameed Shoman Foundation, Jabal 
Amman at 6:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Quilt exhibition “Piecing It Together^ 
by Ms. Viigima Harris at the American 
Center, Abdoun, until Oct. 1 

* Paintings by Fatima El-Helou at Institu- 
to Cervantes, Jabal Amman, until Oct. 4. 

* “The Projects of the Essence: Aspects 
of Italian Painting in thc.*90s” at the Royal 
Cultural Centre, until Oct 2. 

* Works by Khlief Mahmoud Khlief at 
Hamourabi Art Gallery, Garden.s Street, 
until OcL 2 (Tel. 5536098). 

* Paintings exhibition entitled “La 
Radioacrivite' “ at the French Cultural 
Centre, until Sept. 30. 

* Paintings by Palestinian artists entitled 
“Palestine the Reality and the Dream'’ at 
the Jordon National Gallery of Fine Arts, 
until Oct. 2 (except Tuesdays). 


forum 
focuses on 
children’s 
creative 
endeavours 

AMMAN (Petra) — 
Deputising for Her 
Majesty Queen Noor. 
Minister of Social Devel- 
opment and Acting Min- 
ister of Culture and Youth 
Mohammad Mamser 
Sunday opened the Sixth 
Annud Cultural Forum, 
entitled “Children's Lit- 
erature: The Experiment 
and Creativity” at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

In his speech. Dr. 
Mamser said the ministry 
has a specialised depart- 
ment for children’s litera- 
ture and culture and 
added that the Noor A1 
Hussein Foundation 
(NAF) has played a “pio- 
neering role in this field” 
through the Queen Noor 
Award for (Thildren’s Lit- 
erature, as well as nation- 
wide activities advoc^- 
ing children's rights and 
welfare. 

The five-day pro- 
gramme will focus on 
Jordan's development in 
the fields of children's art 
and literature and the role 
of media and educational 
systems in raising aware- 
ness of children's litera- 
ture and encouraging 
their creativity. 

The forum, which 
brings together promi- 
nent Jordanian and Arab 
writers, will include 
study workshops for chil- 
dren aged 10-12 years in 
drama, poetry, story-writ- 
ing. and an supervised by 
the NAFs Arts Centre. 


Anti- 

corruption 
group foils 
sale of 
mosaics 

AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Department of Combat- 
ting Corruption Sunday 
foiled an attempt to sell 
mosaic fragments. 

The departraent's 
sources said investiga- 
tions with the people 
involved are underway to 
find out from where they 
took possession of these 
mosaics. 


Majali expresses belief in imminent 
breakthrough in peace process 


MUSCAT (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali has expressed his 
belief that a breakthrough 
in the Middle East peace 
process will happen short- 
ly. not only on the Pales- 
tloian-Israeli track but also 
on the Syrian-lsraeli track. 

In an interview with the 
British Broadcasting Cor- 
poration (BBC), Dr. 
Majali said “there are 
signs from the U.S. that 
the question of peace in 
the Middle East will be 
among the American gov- 
ernment's political priori- 
ties, and this in itself calls 
for optimism. 

*^e have to admit that 
the realisation of p^e in 
our region is a complex 
task and not easy to 


achieve but it is inevitable 
that tbe peace process will 
resume, despite the ups 
and downs and the tension 
that emerges now and 
then,” the prime minister 
added. 

On the current deadlock, 
the prime minister said 
“the peace process is cur- 
rently at a standstill due to 
Israel's intransigent posi- 
tion and because the pre- 
sent Israeli leadership fol- 
lows tactics not in line 
with the peace process, as 
it believes that it can 
secure peace and security 
without returning to the 
Arabs their legitimate • 
rights. This is impossible 
to attain because tbe whole 
world is now levelling 
criticism at the Israeli 


leadership and criticises 
tbe Israeli policies.” 

When asked about Jor- 
dan’s participation in the 
Middle and North 
Afiica Economic Summit 
in Doha in November, tbe 
prime minister replied that 
Qatar has not extended 
invitations for this sum- 
mit. 

‘Trom the very begin- 
ning we have expressed 
our belief in and support 
for the multilateral phase 
of the Middle East peace 
process and we attended 
the first such summit in 
Casablanca, tbe second in 
Amman, and the third in 
Cairo,” according to Dr. 
Maj^, who is currently on 
a three-day visit to Oman. 

“If the Arab Nation 


decides to boycott the con- 
ference. we will not anend 
it," he said. * 

Dr. Majali Sunday toured 
a number of Omani busi- 
nesses and factories near 
tbe Omani capital of Mus- 
cat and said the industrial 
progress in Oman is a 
source of pride for Arabs. 

Minister of Health and 
Medical Care Ashraf 
Kurdi and Minister of 
Education and Higher 
Education Munther Masri. 
who are accompanying Dr. 
Majali, met their respec- 
tive counterparts and dis- 
cussed Jordanian-Omani 
cooperation in health and 
educational fields. 


Six convicted for attempting 
to smuggle arms to West Bank 


By Raoa Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The State 
Security Court Sunday 
sentenced six people, 
including a woman, to 
prison terms ranging from 
five to ten years with hard 
labour after being found 
guilty of attempting to 
smuggle illegal arms to the 
West Bank. 

The court tribunal sen- 
tenced Ahmad Shihdeh, 
28. Nidal Taleb, 32. (sen- 
tenced in absentia), Taleb 
Mohammad, 58, Malunoud 
Hussein. 40, and Nawaf 
Hussein, 42, to 15-year 
terms on charges of 
attempting to smuggle 
automatic weapons and 
guns to the West Bank via 
tile Dead Sea. 

However, their sentences 


were immediately com- 
muted to ten years by the 
military ' court, presided 
over by Judge Yousef 
Faouri and including 
Judges Aref Siyouf and 
Salem Saudi, “b^ause all 
five men are supporting 
families.” 

The sixth defendant, 
Zeinat Mustafa. 45. first 
received a 10-year impris- 
onment term for complici- 
ty in attempting to smuggle 
illegal arms. 

But ±e court decided to 
reduce the sentence by half 
“because of the case's cir- 
cumstances and because 
[she is] a woman and a 
widow." - 

According to court- docu- 
ments. the group was 
apprehended by Jordanian 
authorities on Feb. 24. 
1997 in the Dead Sea area 


with the weapons in their 
possession. 

The group, who several 
months prior to the inci- 
dent met with an Israeli 
man to arrange the deal in 
a tourist area, hid the 
weapons in pieces of cloth- 
ing “in order to smuggle 
them to the West Bank and 
sell them there.” 

Also Sunday, the same 
court sentenced three men 
to 10 years imprisonment 
with hard laltour after 
being convicted of drug 
trafficking. 

Tbe court found Mah- 
moud Abdullah. 41, Omar 
Salem, 29, and Salem 
Mohammad 25. guilty of 
trafficking 475 kilo- 
grammes of hashish in the 
Qairaneh area on Oct. 14, 
1996, and originally sen- 
tenced them each to a 15- 


year prison term and 
ordered each to pay 
JD 10,000 in fines. 

“But since [±ey] are 
young and deserve a sec- 
ond chance, we decided to 
i commute [tiieir] sentences 
to 10 years,” the court said. 

Tbe court acquitted a 
fourth suspect, Ra'd Atal- 
lah, 30. on the same charge 
“for lack of evidence.” 

Court transcripts indicat- 
ed that the three men hid 
tbe drugs in secret com- 
partments of a trailer ±at 
was headipg from Amm an 
to Aqaba. 

The trailer was intercept- 
ed by security forces mid- 
way in the Qatraneb area, 
court documents said. 

All verdicts will auto- 
matically be reviewed by 
the Court of Cassation 
within 30 days. 


International elderly awareness day to be 
observed in Kingdom for first time 


By Nadia Mnkhlis 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — "Tbe Elderly 
People’s Day” is to be cel^ 
brat^ on Oct 2 in Jordan 
for ±e first time, under the 
title of “Society for All Age 
Groups." 

Tbe Kingdom will join 
the world &s year to meet 
its obligation to tbe UJ^l. 
General Assembly resolu- 
tion passed in 1991 on tbe 
occasion of tbe tenth 
anniversary of tbe forma- 
tion of ti)e International 
Comminee for Elderly Peo- 
ple, Khalil Bana, director of 
tbe Directory of Informa- 
tion and Social Develop- 
ment said. 

Tbe main goals behind 
this humanitarian sympo- 
sium are participating with 
die imejnational society, 
raising awareness of elderly 


people, their problems, and 
nee^, increasing knowl- 
edge of tbe services provid- 
ed by organisations, and 
stressing the importance of 
educating chtidren to 
respect their parents and 
feel responsible for them in 
±eir old age. 

This act was a result of 
the international interest in 
elderly people's welfare 
and the necessity of their 
inclusion in society, since 
they represent an active and 
important element in all 
societies, Mr. Bana 
explained. 

“Such actions are impor- 
tant to draw awareness to 
tile need for comprehensive 
development in society and 
to find the correct means of 
providing a good standard 
of living, along with securi- 
ty and medical care for ibe 
dderly,” be added. 


Tbe ministry aims to 
make use of such public 
events to draw attention to 
and improve tbe feeling of 
responsibility toward el^r- 
ly people in society and 
£^ow Aat each citizen is 
responsible for developing 
a country conscious of 
bumanitaiian issues, he 
said. 

Tbe Ministry of Social 
Development has opened 
various charity committees, 
houses, and associations 
specialised for the elderly, 
since it is the sole source 
for granting such permis- 
sioD and approving leases, 
be said. 

ministry gives per- 
mission after examining the 
place and finding it appro- 
priate for residency,” Mr. 
Bana explained. 

"However,” he added “tbe 
ministry cannot provide 


shelter to all the elderly but 
rather offers places to those 
m desperate need by trans- 
ferring them to charity 
committees and spending 
JDS4,000 annually to help 
meet their requirements.” 

Today, seven social com- 
mittees are responsible for 
tbe elderly in Kingdom. 
They can accommodate 
around 350 p^ple and are 
assisting approximately 
160 now. he said. 

“Islam discusses the 
importance of caring for 
aged parents in several 
C^'ranic verses,” Mr. Bana 
said. 

The scheduled lectures 
are to include speeches by 
tbe minister of social devel- 
opment and elderly com- 
mittees in Jordan, he con- 
cluded. 


Workshop to provide 
family planning project 
management skills 


Ceremony reopens 
Amman Odium 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
National Population 
Commission, in cooper- 
ation with Japan 
International Coopera- 
tion Agency (JICA), will 
conduct a workshop 
entitled “Project Cycle 
Management” through 
Oct. 2, according to a 
JICA press release. 

The workshop aims to 
enhance the efficiency 
of the participants in 
management and imple- 
mentation of the project 
entiled “Integrated Fam- 
Uy Planning and Women 
in Develcmment at 
Southern (jhor Dis- 
trici/Karak Gover- 
norate,” the statement 
continued. 

This project is one of 
tbe activities planned 
according to the guide- 
lines of the technical 
assistance from the gov- 
ernment of Japan to Jor- 
dan. The National Popu- 
lation Commission, the 


Queen Alia Fund, ^d 
the Ministry of Health 
are the responsible par- 
ties for the implementa- 
tion of the three-year 
project, according to the 
announcement. 

The project aims to: 

— reduce natural pop- 
ulation growth rate 
through the promotion 
of reproductive health 
and women in develop- 
ment programmes. 

— increase women's 
awareness in relation to 
health, reproductive 
health, and socio-eco- 
nomic participation; 

— improve provision 
of health and family 
p lannin g services, and 

— improve the stan- 
dard of living of women 
and their families 
through' training, job 
opportunities, and eco- 
nomic activities, the 
statement concluded. 


By Nadia Mukfalis 
Special to the Jordan Times ; 

f 

AMMAN — The odium 
(amphitbeatre) in Amman's ; 
city centre was opened last 
week, on the occasion of 
International Tourism Day, 
by Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Akel Biltaji. 

He stated tiiat this 
amphitheatre was chosen to 
be renovated for its histori- 
cal and touristic impor- 
tance, since “tourism in 
Jordan depends heavily on 
ancient sites.” 

Odium, in Latin, means a 
small amphitheatre or 
musical court, usually with 
a wooden roof, whidi was 
used in ancient times to 
recite poetry and perform * 
musical events. 

The Amman Odium dares 
to the second century. 

The national conservato- 
ry band from Noor A1 Hus- 
sein Foundation performed 
national and international 
music at the opening cere- 
mony, highlighting the re- 
opening of the amphithe- 
atre, Omar Shawb^, an 


official in tbe public affairs 
department at tbe ministry 
said. 

The general compound 
has tiiTM main entrances, 
located in the northern, 
southern, and eastern sides, 
that lead to the main build- 
ing, which includes a 
wooden stage, the lime- 
stone amphitheatre, and the 
rose-shaped orchestra. 

Renovations started in 
1973 under the direction of 
the Antiquities Department. 
Work continued until 1996 
and ail works were done by 
Jordanian expertise. 

The dating of the odium 
is provided by the antiqui- 
ties found in the founda- 
tions. Its date relaxes it to 
the 6poque of Roman 
buildings in Jerash. 

A coin was founded in the 
amphitheatre that dates to 
tbe Nabataean King. Hareth 
the Fourth (9 BC-& AD). 

Several ministers and 
ambassadors attended the 
event at the odium, which 
is now open to the public, 
Mr. Shawbaki stated. 
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Bystanders hamper search 
at Indonesian crash site 


BUAH NADAR, Indonesia 
(R) — Rescue workers Sun- 
day seaidied through tan- 
gled wreckage for the flight 
recorder of an Indonesian 
Aiihus that reported heavy 
smoke haze before it crashed 
in northern Sumatra with the 
loss of all 254 people 
aboard. 

An air force official said 
the remains of the 222 pas- 
sengers and 12 crew had 
been ! removed from the 
A30O<B4 jetliner that Friday 
smashed into a deep ravioe 
at the hillside banana and 
palm plantation 45 kilome- 
tres south of Medan on a 
flight firom Jakarta. 

'^e official Antara news 
agency said 123 bodies had 
been identified. 

An Q^ial with the aircraft 
accident commission at die 
site said hundreds of local 
people who had clambered 
down mud paths to see the 
wreckage were hampering 
the search. 

**We are still searching for 
the black box and because of 
that, we cannot make any 
assumption as to the cause of 
the crash yet,” he said. 

But he complained that 
dozens of soldiers at the site 
were standing by and filing 
to clear away bystanders.' 
some of whom had climbed 
onto the broken tail of the 
airplane, which still showed : 
the logo of the Garuda 
Airline. 

"What can I say, we can’t 
ask them to leave. There are 
dozens of soldiers here but 
they don't do anything to ask 
the people to leave,** said die 
official, who asked not to be 
named. 


One local woman said: “1 
am dead tired but I want to 
see what happened." 

A Garuda official said 
searchers were still finding 
parts of bodies at the site 
gmiri lush GTOpical vegeta- 
tion. 

Medan was blanketed by 
smog Sunday as a specif 
Garuda Airli^ Boeing 747- 
200 flight arrived shortly 
after dawn with about 200 
relatives of victims of the 
country's worst-ever air dis- 
aster. Haze was dun over the 
crash area, however. 

Garuda expressed condo- 
lences over the loud spe^er 
. system to grieving relatives 
. before the jet left Jakarta. It 
' had been delayed for 24 
hours by smog that closed 
Medan Airport Saturday. 
Residents said visibility h^ 
been a few metres. 

Journalists smd the rela- 
tives seemed to accept the 
tragedy as an act of God. 
None had shown any inclina- 
tion to sue the government or 
airline. 

Bush fires mainly in 
Sumatra and Kalimantan on 
the Indonesian portion of 
Borneo Island have sent a 
choking, health-threatening 
smog over neighbouring 
Singapore, Malaysia and 
Brunei and as far as ThaUand 
and the Philippines in what 
experts have r^ed an envi- 
ronmental disaster. 

The smog Wl be one of 
the factors examined in an 
inquiry into the crash, but 
other Garuda pilots ex- 
pressed scepticism that the 
haze would have been a 
prime cause. 

The veteran pilot of the 


Airbus told the Medan con- 
trol tower he was flying 
through smoky haze on his 
i^ioach to the city's 
Polonia Inter-national 
Airport Antara bad reported 

But the air force official in 
Medan said: "It is stiO too 
early to say if haze is behind 
the accidenL” 

"Haze is an ordinary Aing 
for pilots," said Shadracb 
Nab^an. the bead of the 
Garuda Indonesia Commu- 
nic^ons Forum for Pilots. 
'There are instruments in the 
plane and on the ground 
which can be used" 

Said another pilot Tt is 
obvious the plane was flying 
too low and had left its flight 
path. As far as I can see. 
there could be two reasons: 
He was ordered to by the air 
traffic control or there were 
visual reasons. But we don't 
know yeu” 

Antara quoted Transport 
Minister Haryanto Dbani- 
tiito as clarifying comments 
Friday that tte airplane had 
been too low. 

"Whether die plane flew 
low because of ^ pilot, or 
because of instructibns fixim 
air traffic control, or because 
of engine trouble — all are 
still being investigated. That 
will be looked at by foe inde- 
pendent investigation team," 
be said. 

The remains of those 
aboard foe crashed Airbus 
were taken in military trucks 
to foe Adam Malik Hospital 
in Medan, foe capital of 
North Sumatra. 

The unidentified victims 
were laid in wooden coffins 
covered with black plastic in 
a paridng lot at foe back of 


the hospital. 

In many cases, relatives 
sought to identify loved ones 
fiom pieces of clothing. 

Coffins containing bodies 
of identified victims were 
taken to a community ball 
adjacent to foe airport 
Wreaths were Imd along a 
low stage at one end of the 
hall. 

Officials had opened sacks 
of ground coffee and strewn 
it o\’er die floor to fight the 
smell of decomposition. 
'Some of the bodies were 
wrapped in white cloth, 
while others were still 
shrouded in black plastic. 

Officials in Medan sug- 
gested foe unidentified vic- 
tims might be buried along- 
side another mass grave con- 
taining 62 people who died 
in a plane crash in 1979. It 
was not immediately known 
when foe funeral would be 
held. 

The Italian embassy in 
Jakarta sud the victims inc- 
luded a couple from Bologna 
on their honeymoon. The 
British embassy said two 
Britons were aboard. 

Antara ' reported six 
Japanese, four Germans, two 
.Americans, a Belgian and 
possibly six Taiwanese also 
on tbe p]an& 

The news agency quoted a 
member of foe forensic re.gm 
at Adam Malik Hospital as 
saying there were two 
"strange" corpses, and sug- 
gested they might have been 
stowaways or people killed 
on foe ground. 

It was not clear if this 
would raise foe overall toll. 


Massive Taleban attack on 
opposition base repulsed 


KABUL (AH»1 — A mas- 
siy]e TaUt>^o]ff^ on foe, 
northera Afghan opposition 
stronghold of Mazar-e- 
Sharif has been repulsed 
amid foe heaviest fighting 
around foe city for weeks, 
sources said Sunday. 

Independent sources 
report^ that a major battle 
raged to tbe east and west of 
the dusty anti-Taleban 
alliance city base from late 
Saturday to the early hours 
of Sunday. 

The sources added that 
attacking Taleban fighters 
gained no ground in foe 
offensive, which coincided 
with foe one year anniver- 
sa^ of the hardline Muslim 
nulitia's capture of the capi- 


tal Kabul. 

They said foe inijense bat- 
tle ^ — described ■ as ' "the 
most powerful attack yet" 
— involved both heavy and 
light weapons, but eaj^ in 
the early hours of foe morn- 
ing. 

However foe sources said 
Taleban fighters have main- 
tained a stranglehold on foe 
city, with positions to foe 
east within 35 kilometres of 
foe ci^ and within IS kilo- 
metres to the west 

No further details were 
immediately available, and 
tbe exact whereabouts of the 
frontlines have been diffi- 
cult to establish. 

Mazar-e-Shaiif, situated 
310 kilometres north of 


Kabul, is the seat of the anti- 
Taleban alliance's shadow 
govenunent and has been 
under Taleban at-tack for 
over three weeks. 

Anti-Taiwan forces 
include Shiite Muslim fac- 
tions Hezb-e-Wahdat and 
Harakat-e-lslaml, the ousted 
Kabul government acud eth- 
nic Uzbek fighters loyal to 
rival Uzbek warlord's Abdul 
Rashid Dostam or Abdul 
Malik. 

The Taleban hold around 
two thirds of A fghanistan 
including tbe capital Kabul 
which t&y seized one year 
ago. and have imposed a 
strict inteipietation of 
Islamic law on areas th^ 
control. 


Hong Kong’s China-anointed 
lawmakers pass election law 


HONG KONG (R) — Hong Kong's 
unelected parliament Sunday passed an 
election law that critics say curtails democ- 
racy in foe former British colony. 

Ffo-democracy activists in Hong Kong 
immediately protested foe move and 
demanded foe abolition of foe China- 
appointed provisional legislature. 

The Interim Assembly voted 29-9 wifo 1 1 
abstentions early Sunday morning after an 
IS-hour debate on foe bilL which set out 
next May's legislative eouncil polls 
arrangements. ' 

"We are now in a position to move for- 
ward in preparing for foe elections to ^ 
held in May next year,” Secretary for 
Constitutiond Affairs Michael Suen told 
reporters after foe marathon session. 

Under the new law, 30 of 60 seats in foe 
legislature will be returned by 30 business 
and professional groups known as "func- 
tional constituencies," which effectively 
means \'oting by companies. 

Some two million people who voted in 
this category in the last election in 1995 will 
lose their vote, wifo only 200,000 people 
eligible to participate. 

Another one-third of foe seats will be 
returned by proportional representation, 
and foe remaining 10 will be dected by on 
800-member college of pro-China groups. 

Eight members from the United Front 
Agabst foe Provisional Legislature demon- 
strated outside foe assembly, plastering foe 
building wifo protest slogans that read 
"shutting down the provisional legislature". 

"It's an irony that foe provisional legisla- 
ture can set foe electoral law for foe territo- 
r}''s 6.5 mitlion people. It has no legal basis 
nor popular support from the public." 
Andiw Cheng, the group's spokesman, 
told reporters. 

The group also demanded universal suf- 
frage for the territoiy's chief executive and 
foe legislative council. 


Hong Kong's Popular Democratic Party 
blasted foe new law, proposed by China- 
appointed leader Tung Chee-Hwa, as unde- 
mocratic and unfmr. 

"We are in principle against foe new rules 
because it is not democratic. It is also. not 
going to be a fair election." ousted 
Democratic Party legisl^r Lee Wing-Tat 
said by telephone. 

However, Mr. Lee added that foe 
Democratic Party would still participate in 
next May's election, die first to be held 
under C^ese rule, in tbe hope foat the 
Hong Kong residents would support tiiem. 

Analysts and pib-democracy activists in 
Hong Kong have said that the new electoral 
rules are intended to squeeze out the 
Democrats, who were the biggest winners 
in foe last legislative polls in 1995. taking 
19 out of 60 seats. 

The Democrats and six independent pro- 
democracy legislators were ousted fiom 
office when China installed foe interim 
chamber after Britain returned Hong Kong 
back to Beijing on July 1. 

Mr. Lee also accus^ some members of 
foe provisional chamber for expanfong foe 
constituencies in certain fiinctional groups 
for their own political gains. 

He said foe enlarged groups mostly back 
pro-China parties, and that it would benefit 
them over foe Democrats and other pro- 
democracy groups. 

But political commentator Andy Ho said 
there would be a popular backlash against 
the democratic alliance for foe betterment 
of Hong Kong and foe Hong Kong progres- 
sive alliance, who amended the law to 
include some groups for certain fimetionaJ 
constituencies. 

“What they have done will not boost their 
credibility. It will only hurt their reputa- 
tion." Mr. Ho said. 


Canada 

probes 

hn 

India plane 
reports 

TORONTO (R) — 

Canadiao officials said 
Saturday that they ^ were 
investigating reports that a 
Ganadian aircraft was 
intercepted by foe Indian 
Air Force over a sensitive 
area near foe Indian- 
Fakistani border and forced 
to land at Bombay's 
domestic airport 
"The department is aware 
of news wire reports of a 
Canadian-registered air- 
craft that was detained by 
Indian authorities in 
Bombay." Canada's Fo- 
reign Affairs Department 
said in a statement Satur- 
day. 

The statement said foe 
Cwadian consulate in 
Bombay was investigating 
the matter and foe depart- 
ment had no ftirtiier com- 
ment 

An Indian defence offi- 
cial said earlier Saturday 
foe challen^r aircraft was 
not following its flight plan 
and was interested by 
Indian Air Force jet fight- 
ers. 

The aircraft's eight pas- 
sengers and three crew 
members were detained for 
questioning, the defence 
official saicL Five of those 
aboard were Canadians and 
six were Chinese. 

An offidal wifo Air 
PanaHfl denied earlier 
rsorts foat the detained 
aircraft belonged to tbe air- 
line company. 

*This is definitely not an 
Air Canada airci^’* air- 
line spokesman John Reber 
said Saturday, adding the 
airline had no information 
on tbe aircraft's owner. 

The challenger had taken 
bfif from Dubm and was to 
touch down in Bombay 
before flying on to New 
Delhi. 

Indian police officials 
said foe ainn^ was flying 
over the western state of 
Gujarat when it was inter- 
cepted and diverted to 
Bombay's Santacniz Air- 
port. Gujarat borders 
Pakistan and its coastline is 
considered sensitive. 

In December 1995 tbe 
aufooiities forced a 
Russian aircraft to land at 
Bombay on suspicion foat 
it had b^n used to air drop 
ar ms into eastern India. 



Rescue workers remove the plastic-shrouded body of a victim from tbe Garuda Indonesia Airbus crash near 
Medan, nortbem Indonesia. AU 234 passeji^ers on board the flight, flying from Jakarta to Medan, were killed as 
the plane crashed into a 500-metre ravine as it approached the airport throng poor visibility (Reuter photo) 


Indonesian quake death toll rises to 12 


JAKARTA (R) — At least 
12 people were killed by 
collapsing buildings Sunday 
when an earfoqu^e mea- 
suring 6.0 on foe Richter 
scale struck foe Indonesian 
island of Sulawesi, police 
said. 

Tbe earthquake occurred 
around 9:38 a.m. (ol38 
GMT) and was centred 
about 20 kilometres north of 
foe town of Parepare. an 
official in foe Jaka^ office 
of foe meteorological and 
geophysics agency (BMG) 
saifo 

The earthquake's epicen- 
tre was thought to be on 
land around tbe town of 
nnrang. about 175 kilome- 
tres north of foe south 
Sulawesi provincial capital 
of Ujung Pandang. 


"Seven people were killed 
in Parepare and five in 
Pinrang wifo 22 injured," 
Parepare regional Police 
Chief Colonel Toto Suwali 
told Reuters by telephone. 

"There are a number of 
serious injuries so there is a 
posslblity the death toll 
could rise. We are also still 
waiting for reports from 
some other areas." Col. 
Suwali said. 

A local military official in 
Pinrang earlier told Reuters 
foat seven p^ple had died 
in his sub-district. He said 
these included five people 
who died after being talren 
to a' local hospital wifo 
injuries and two in their 
homes. 

The discrepancy could not 
be immediately explained. 


Col. Suwali said 22 build- 
ings and six vehicles had 
been destroyed in foe town 
by foe earthquake, adding a 
number of minor after- 
shocks had been felt in 
Parepare. 

A senior military officer, 
speaking from Parepare, 
said it appeared foe earth- 
quake damage was centred 
on Pinrang, but authorities 
were still waiting for reports 
to come in from outlying 
areas. 

"The tremor this morning 
lasted for about 30 sec- 
onds,” foe officer said. 

Tbe Hong Kong observa- 
tory bad earlier recorded an 
ea^quake measuring 5.7 
on foe open-ended Richter 
scale on eartfaquake-Prone 
Sulawesi. 


Pinrang is a lowland town 
set back from foe Makassar 
strait near foe mountainous 
districts foat form 
Indonesia's key cocoa- 
growing areas, as well being 
on foe road to foe spectacu- 
lar mountain valleys and 
peaks in the Tanah Toraja 
area further north. 

Tbe quake added to tbe 
list of disasters to hit 
Indonesia recently. 

Two days ago an Airbus 
passenger jet owned by foe 
national airline Garuda 
crashed near foe city of 
Medan on the island of 
Sumatra, killing 234 people. 

The country is also strug- 
gling to bring under control 
hundreds of forest fires 
which have blanketed much 
of South East Asia in Smog. 


Italian quake victims spend 2nd night outdoors 


ROME (AFP) — 
Thousands of people spent a 
second night outdoors after 
Friday's earthquake in cen- 
cral Italy chat left 1 1 people 
dead and caused more than 
$450 million worth of dam- 
age to homes, churches and 
art treasures. 

Several towns became 
huge open-air dormitories 
as thousands of people 
shaken by foe two powei^l 
quakes opted for the safety 
of foe night sky as after- 
shocks continued to jolt the 
region. 

The Italian daily La 
Stampa said around 20,000 
people had been evacuated 
firom foe hardest-hit areas, 
but rescue officials put foe 
number of homeless at no 
more than 5.000. 

They said 126 people 
were continuing to receive 
treatment at hospital in 
Umbria and foe Marches. 

Late Saturday the Italian 
government declared a state 


of emergency in foe region 
to allow foe release of emer- 
gency funds for rescue and 
rehabilitatioa work. 

Seven thousand emer- 
gency beds were set up in 
the region on Friday night, 
rather fewer than the 1 1,780 
initially planned, but they 
hoped CO have 15.000 beds 
in place in foe stricken 
region by Sunday night 

Authorities In foe village 
of Fabriano complained at 
the delay in foe provision of 
relief, l^ey said no mobile 
homes bad been made avail- 
able alfoough 2.000 houses 
had been rendered uninhab- 
itable. and that 1.200 people 
had to spend foe night out- 
side in temperatures which, 
on foe high ground, fell 
almost to fizzing. 

In the town of Nocera, 
around 6.000 people had to 
sleep in tents, cars or foe 
few mobile homes provided 
by rescue officials. 

Aftershocks continued to 


ripple through foe region 
overni^t Saturday, some 
measuring above 3 on foe 
Richter scale; though no 


casualties were reported. 

A 78-year-olcl woman 


died early Sunday near 
Macerata but doctors said 
her death could not be 
directly attributed to foe 
tremors. 

The government estimated 
foe cost of foe damage 
caused by the earthquakes 
at more t^ 800 billion lire 
($457 million) and said foat 
at least 1,200 major historic 
monuments had been dam- 
aged. 

Ministers have ordered an 
immediate 56 billion lire to 
be allocated in relief for foe 
Umbria and Marches 
regions. 

Concern has focused on 
foe situation in foe town of 
Assisi, home of foe 
renowned Basilica of Saint 
Francis and its priceless 
13fo and 14fo cenniry fres- 


coes which are feared to 
have suffered severe dam- 
age. Experts are divided 
over foe precise ' extent of 
foe damage to foe frescoes. 

Tbe basilica has been 
closed along wifo all other 
churches in the town, and 
local authorities were warn- 
ing tourists to stay away. 

According to an official 
estimate, between 35 and 40 
per cent of buildings in foe 
old town are no longer 
inhabitable. 

Fund-raising operations 
got under way throughout 
Italy, wifo the state postal 
service launching a cam- 
paign in favour ^ the vic- 
tims of foe quake and the 
Fiorentina f^tball team 
donating foe rakings fm* 
Sunday's games to foe fend. 

Several hirnianitarian 
organisations including foe 
Italian Red Cross have 
offered to distribute free 
meals to evacuees. 


Bangladesh flies relief to cyclone victims 


•DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh 
Sunday said it was flying in 
relief supplies for thousands 
of people left homeless by 
the cyclone foat tore across 
island in foe Bay of 
Bengal, killing 47 people 
and devastating large areas. 

■Officials said neariy 1 .000 
people still were missing 
and huge areas of crops had 
been damaged from 
Saturday's storm, which 
slammed foe counpy's coast 
and small islands in foe bay 
with 150-kph winds. 

Hshermeo's Association 
officials said some 50 
trawlers with more than 700 
people on board had yet to 
return from foe turbulent 
sea. 

Twenty-nine of the deaths 
from foe stonn were report- 
ed in foe southern coastal 


district of Bhola. where foe 
official BSS news agency 
said 15 other people were 
missing. 

"Up to 30 per cent of 
standing crops were dam- 
aged in Companyganj and 
Noakhali districts, while 10 
per cent of the crops were 
damaged in Chittagong." 
said Sakhawat Hossain. 
deputy commissioner of foe 
port city of Chittagong. 

Officials at foe Cyclone 
Preparedness Centre in 
Chittagong said at least 900 
people were injured in 
Bhola district alone. 

Authorities in Bhola dis- 
trict said foe storm triggered 
a five-foot n. 5-metre) tidal 
surge that destroyed 80 per 
cent of foe houses, uprooted 
trees and snapped power 
and phone lines. 


Most of foe deaths were 
caused by drowning, inc- 
luding three people on a 
small boat foat sank near foe 
coast at Char Borhanuddin. 

But relief ministry offi- 
cials smd Bangladesh would 
not seek foreign help for 
cyclone victims or for foe 
economic losses. 

"We are now c^)able to 
face this type of challenge 
from our own resources. We 
are now assessing the eco- 
nomic losses caused by foe 
cyclone," said Relief Minis, 
(^"official, Kazi Barud- 
doza. 

Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina was to fly to cyclone 
devastated coastal areas and 
islands Sunday, officials 
said. 

Azhaiul Islam, senior 
director of the Bangladesh 


Red Crescent Society 
(BRCS). said Sunday tte 
organisation had sent food 
and clothes for 2,000 fami- 
lies as part of its immediate 
relief measures. 

The BRCS would soon 
build homes for 1,(XX) fami- 
lies to replace those blown 
away by the cyclone, Mr. 
Islam said. 

He said foe society bad 
built 4,500 houses af^ 
May cyclone, which kill^ 
111 people and caused 
age estimated at five biliioa 
taka ($112 millioa) •p 
coastal areas. 

Bangladesh's worst . 
lone in memory killedi-’H 
least 138,000 people :M- 
1991, according to 
figures. 


Tropical storm batters Mexico Pacific coasi 


ACAPULCO, Mexico (R) 
— Strong winds and heavy 
from tropical storm 
battered Mexico's Pacific 
coast Saturday, closing ports 
and scattering boaLs. 

The ports of Salina Cruz 
and Puerto Madero were 
closed late Satunday as Olaf 
moved slowly northward, 
officials said. 

Media reports said foe mil- 
itary and government offi- 
cials were searching for 
three fishing vessels missing 


off foe coast of Acapulco. 

While the stonn was earli- 
er expected to become a 
Hurricane, weather officials 
were saying late Saturday 
that it whs unlikely foat Olaf 
would pick up foat much 
strength. 

"We thought that this sys- 
tem could have (become a 
Hurricane), but wifo foe 
mountains and foe terrain it 
bas not been able to do it," 
said U.S. National Weather 
Service spokesman Lixion 


Avila. 

‘We are not forecasting it 
to become a hurricane any- 
more." he told Reuters. 

Late Saturday the storm 
was located south of foe port 
of Huatulco and was moving 
slowly north to northeast, 
Mexico's National Weather 
Service said. 

The storm has not been 
moving very much, officials 
added. 

Earlier in foe day winds of 
68 mph (110 kmh) wifo 


gusts up to 87 
kmh) were being I 

The Mexican _ 
had also warned of;,^ 
slides in the mountains ( 
states of CfaiqKiS 
Oaxaca as the stom 
inland. 

Mexico's Pacific > 
battered this week 
passing of Huiricane^j 
v/bich left a trail of < 
tion as it moved 
Mexico to foe Unittd < 
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World News 


Rqt* 

j^SCS 1 0 1 ^ ®**““ shuttle Atlantis approaches Russian Mir space station for docking. After the link-up with Atlantis, NASA 

^ J Astronaut David Wolf was due to enter Mir in a controversial exchange with British-bom Michael Foale. who has 
^ ' IKof space station since May (Reuter photo) 

1 Atlantis docking throws Mir a new life-line 



eht outdoors 

d CQB» 

hem 4ur.-. - . 

» ase- 

m 'Mr-div ' - 


• - the tt. 

* ki^ 

(SliifiUiV. ' 
pet iitc.t 

«ild i‘ ■ 

}... 

' 

•- 

tlAv* 
hVecH.. 

Tpos^U- 
Erffrti-.: 

UK' 4. \ : . 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The 
U.S. shuttle Atlantis success- 
My completed a delicate 
docking operation with Mir 
at the weekend, bringing 
fresh supplies and a new 
computer to the ageing Rus- 
sian space station whose 
techni^ problems had 
thrown the mission into 
doubL 

Atlands linked-up with the 
accident-prone troubled 
Russian space station at 
1958 GMT Saturday, mark- 
ing the start of a six-day joint 
mission and handing U.S.- 
Russian space cooperation a 
much-ne^led lifeline. 

“We’ve got iL HoustooT 
Atlantis ^mmander Jim 
Wetberbee told NASA offi- 
cials in Texas after complet- 
ing the manual docking 
operation, ubich took place 
some 380 kilometres above 
cencral Europe. 

Mtr’s unreliable main 
compiwr showed no signs of 
repe^g Monday's break- 
down which had spaiked 
renew ed U.S. criticism of the 
11 -year-old space station's 
safety and put NASA under 
intense pressure to postpone 
the Atlantis blast-offi 

Id a sign of just how \ital 
the new computer is, Atlan- 
tis Commander Jim Wether- 
bee appeared tiirough the 
hatch connecting iIk two 
vehicles, giving his Russian 
counterpart Anatoly Solov- 
yov a solid handshake and 
the new computer. 


“There are other presents, 
too." said a smiling Wether- 
bee as members of both 
crews laughed 

Mir's central computer 
keeps the station's solar pa- 
nels facing the sun. ena- 
bling it to draw power and 
keep the vessel stationary, 
vital if the complex docking 
operation is to take place 
s^ely while the craft are 
travelling at around 28,(X)0 
kilometres per hour. 

A collision following a 
botched docking procedure 
with an unmarmed cargo 
craft in June almost ended in 
catastrophe, as Mir's crew 
scrambled to seal-off the 
damaged Spel^ science 
module in order to save the 
entire space station. 

After sleep ±e crews will 
Stan transferring the 2.5 
tonnes of equipment, food, 
water and supplies from 
Atlantis to Mir. All together 
the TWO vessels will ex- 
change eight tonnes of mate- 
rial. 

Russian ground control 
spokesman Valery Lindin 
said the replacement of Mir's 
m^ computer “should be 
completed be-fore Atlantis 
leaves Friday." A second 
computer will leave for Mir 
abo^ a Rus-sian supply 
craft next Sun-day, the ^y 
Atlantis returns to Earth, he 
said 

The trouble-free docking 
was a relief to Russian spa^ 
officials, who said 


Saturday's rendezvous had 
put U.S.-Russian coopera- 
tion on international space 
station Alpha back on track. 

“An important stage has 
taken place in the pro- 
gramme aimed at creating 
the Alpha station," said Yury 
Koptev. director general of 
the Russian Space Agency, 
cited by Mr. Lindin. 

•This will allow the entire 
U.S.-Russian scientific pro- 
gramme aboard the station to 
be back on stream in two to 
three months," Mr. Koptev' 
added. 

A successful mission is 
vital to relieve pressure on 
NASA to end links with the 
cash-strapped Russian space 
programme, which is receiv- 
ing $473 million from 
NASA over five years for the 
right to keep a U.S. astronaut 
aboard the only permanently 
manned space station. 

The Mir crew greeted their 
Atlantis colleagues — 
including Russian Vladimir 
Titov and Jean-Loup CThre- 
tien of France — with bread 
and salt, moving a tracUtion- 
al Russian welcome into 
orbiL 

“You guys have really been 
doing a great job up here " 
Wetberbee told the Mir crew. 

The main purpose of the 
mission is to allow astronaut 
David Wolf to replace his 
British-bom colleague 
Michael Foale aboard Mir. 
Wolf, a 41 -year-old physi- 
cian who transfers to Mir 


Sunday, is to remain on Mir 
for four months. 

Foale, who has clocked Mp 
the second longest fUgto 
time for a U.S. astronaut 
since arriving on Mir May 
18, will mo\e to Atlantis and 
remm to Earth with the shut- 
tle next Sunday. 

“1 do actually u^t to go 
home," Foale said. “Th^’w 
just b^n telling me how my 
son has grown up to twke 
the height that he was when I 
was on the Earth and I want 
to talk to him in person." 

‘There was a lot of discus- 
sions about the risks. We are 
here to tell you all 10 that we 
think the benefits are far 
above the risks," said 
Wetberbee in radio contact 
with the space centre in 
Houston. 

Russian Vladimir Titov 
and American Scott Para- 
zynski are to carry out a 
spacewalk to recover some 
of the scientific material 
deployed outside Mir last 
year. They will also place 
outside the spatre station a 
device that be used to 
repair the Mir's damaged 
Spekor module. 

During anocto* spacewalk, 
the crews will also mend 
solar panels needed to 
restore full power to Mir. 
That will enable Mir to carry 
out the full programme of 
scientific experiments 
planned aboard the 
Spacebab which Atiaotis is 
to deliver. 


Diana’s mother pays emotion-charged tribute 
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LONDON (R) — Princess 
Diana's mother paid an 
emotion-charged tribute to 
her daughter Saturday and 
said thank you for the 
15,000 letters of condolence 
she has received from 
around the world. 

Frances Shand Kydd dis- 
closed that the day after 
Diana's funeral she rowed 
out alone to the island 
where she was buried and “I 
felt certain that my beloved 
Diana w'as at peace and I 
was peaceful too.’’ 

Speaking to the congrega- 
tion at the Scottish 
Cathedral of Oban where 
she worships, she said she 
drew comfort from the huge 
crowds w'ho gathered spon- 

Elizabeth Dole 
adopts Diana’s 
landmine cause 

LONDON (R) — American 
Red Cn^ President 
EBzabeifa Dole has vowed to 
cany on Princess Diana's 
fight to ban landmines. 

‘Tin determined to find a 
way to kei^ alNe and cany 
to jfrvatitm .the concerns, 
especially with landmines, 
th^ she was so passionate 
aboiC she told the London 
Sunday Times. 

Mrs. Dde, wife of friiled 
R^ohlican presidential can- 
eti&e Bob Dole, said: "HI 
be ^jeakxDg out Ws'U be 
xasing Dx»ey whoever we 
cai to help the victims of 
hndntiaes.” Befwe her death 
ha- wirtarh m Pans, Diana 
visits to Angola and 
a high-pro- 
file to have land- 

bniia^ w;^wide. • 


taneously outside Diana’s 
London home. 

“1 spent hours during the 
nights in the grounds of 
Kensington Palace wimess- 
ing the thousands of people 
so thoughtfully choosing 
where to put their flowers 
and light their candles, see- 
ing tears pouring down the 
faces of people of every age 
and race and creed. 

••The hugs I was given and 
so many people saymg to 
me 'thank you for giving us 
Diana and thank you for 
being with us tonight.' I felt 
indescrib^le conffort in a 
warm protective mantle." 

Diana was killed with her 
millionaire companion 
Dodi Fayed on Aug. 31 in 
Paris after a car chase with 
paparazzi photographers. 

Mrs. Shand Kydd spoke 
poignantly to her 500 fellow 
worshippers about how she 
was coming to terms with 
the loss of fa^er daughter, the 
world’s most photographed 
woman who b^ame an icon 
of compassion for her char- 
ity work. 

“I know that grief has no 
agenda and no timetable. I 
also know that the ache will 
never go. But there will be 
gentler and kinder days. 
And although my life will 
ne\’er be the same again, it 
will still be good," she said. 

Diana's brother. Earl 
Spencer, angrily accused 
the media of having "blot^ 
on their hands" and said his 
sister was "the most hunted 
person on earth." 

Mrs. Shand Kydd said 
many of the articles wrinen 
about her relationship with 
her famous daughter were 
based on no knowledge and 
no facts. 



Frances Shand Kydd arrives at St Columba's Cathedral 
in Oban for a special memorial mass for her daughter 
Diana, Princess of Wales ( Reuter photo) 


"Such pieces made us 
both wince but also gave us 
joy that we so often met in 
many different places with- 
out anyone ever knowing. A 
sense of joy that we did it 
and no one ever knew," she 
said 

She said Diana would 
telephone from all over the 
world at all times of the day 


and night. The calls were 
rich in humour, she 
recalled 

But she said she would 
not ^e^’eal her innermost 
thoughts about the agony of 
losing her daughter. 

"My treasured memories 
of her last days are not for 
sharing, they remain zipped 
up in my heart and min d.** 


Jordan Times, Monday, September 29, 1997 



Blast wrecks Bosnian Serb 
opposition newspaper office 


BANJA LUKA (R) — An 
explosion ripped through 
the offices of the only oppo- 
sition newspaper in the 
Bosnian town of 

Doboj late Saturday night, a 
spokesman for the NATO- 
led peacekeeping force said 
Sunday. 

The blast destroyed the 
offices of "Altemativa" and 
damaged several apart- 
ments before a fire broke 
out threatening to spread to 
adjacent builffings. There 
were no injuries. 

It was the second attack in 
a few weeks on the paper, 
owned and edited by retired 
Bosnian Serb Anny Colonel 
Milovan Stankovic, an open 
supporter of Bosnian Serb 
Pi^ident BUjana Plavsic in 
her power struggle against 
ultra-nationalist rivals. 

The cause of the explo- 
sion was not immediately 
known but it was a sign that 
the conflict between Wes- 
tern-backed Ms. Plavsic and 
rivals loyal to indicted war 


criminal Radovan Karadzic 
will continue despite recent 
agreements between the 
two sides. 

The first attack on 
Aitemativa was on August 
28 when an unknown 
assailant opened fire with 
an automatic weapon at ^e 
journal’s office and threw a 
band grenade. The Doboj 
Socialist Party headquarters 
were also attacked on that 
day. 

Col. Stankovic then ac- 
cused the "hardline policy 
of the authorities loyal to 
Pale" of staging the attack. 

Col. Stankovic is a mem- 
ber of the board of the So- 
cialist Party, close to Yugo- 
slav President Slobo^ 
Milosevic’s socialists in 
Serbia. 

Karadzic’s Serb Democ- 
ratic Party is expected to 
lose votes in the municipal 
elections held two weeks 
ago to two rival Serb parties 
— the Socialists and die 
Radical Party. 


Meanwhile, Ms. Plavsic 
Saturday publicly accused 
Karadzic, of withdrawing 
milli ons of marks firom 
bank accounts in Bosnia. 

Ms. Plavsic has used 
accusations of comiption 
and profiteering to try to 
undennine support ftff 
Karadzic and Itis hardline 
allies who Still wield exten- 
sive power in the Serb-con- 
troU^ part of Bosnia and 
oppose the Dayton peace 
accord. 

Speaking on Bosnian Serb 
tele\'isi(m, Ms. Plavsic said 
she did not know whether 
Karadzic was still at his base 
in the mountain village of 
Pale, just outside Sarajevo. 

**..JBut I know for sure 
that he took 32 miliion 
German marks ($18.2 mil- 
lion) from a Banja Luka 
bank on March 11,” she 
said. T also know that 
about 17 million Gennan 
marks were transferred 
from a Banja Luka bank to 
some Italian bank in his 


name in April.*' 

T do not know if Kara- 
dzic is still in (tbe Bosnian 
Serb republic) or not,** Ms. 
Plavsic repeated. 

I Asr July NATO-led 
peacekeeping troops 

pounced on two Serbs want- 
ed for war crimes by tbe in- 
ternational tribunal in tbe 
Hague. 

Rumours swirling for the 
umpteenth time that the 
peacekeepers might swoop 
on the biggest prize — 
Karadric — have pronq)ted 
several foreign news organ- 
isations to fly in reporters, 
now camping in Pale. 

Such an operation would 
be dangerous and risk pro- 
voking retaliation ag^st 
the peacekeepers from 
many hardline Seibs. 

Officials said it was un- 
likely Karadzic would be 
arrested in a militaiy opera- 
tion under the eyes of the 
world's media, and it was 
not clear if he was even in 
Pale at presenL 


Minister says N. Irish talks 
could be over by Christmas 

LONDON (R) — Northern Ireland's peace talks could be 
wrapped up by Christmas if tbe province’s parties are 
determined enough. Britain’s Northern Ireland Secretary 
Mo Mowlam said Sunday. 

"We could do it by CHiristmas if people really wanted to 
it. if there was determination and we could build that trust 
and confidence quick enough which is the problem — get- 
ting people to trust each other and talk. " she said. 

Prime Minister Tony Blair has set next May as the dead- 
line for reaching a settlement on one of the most 
intractable guerrilla conflicts of the 20th century. 

Parties split by conflicting loyalties to Britain and 
Ireland will diis week start thrashing out new ways of liv- 
ing together and leaving their troubled past behind. 

Leaders of Protestant unionism and Catholic nationalism 
are poised for the most important round-table talks since 
partition of the island of Ireland in 1921 left northern 
Ireland under British rule. 

Ms. Mowlam, speaking to BBC Radio, warned of tough 
times ahead after 16 gruelling months trying to get arch- 
foes together for talks. 

Tt is going to be harder now than it has been in the past 
months," she said. It is now in many senses in the hands of 
the parties. It is the parties who can now make dug work." 

Tl^ parties are due Monday to map out their negotiating 
prograinme for tbe ground-breaking talks, which will then 
begin in earnest Tuesday. 


Burma’s opposition eyes 
past struggles, future plans 

RANGOON (AFP) — Burma's opposition National League 
for Democracy took stock Sunday of a nine-year strode 
against tbe country's ruling junta and looked to the friture 
with plans for its youth wing. 

Tbe second and final day of tbe NLD congress resumed 
witii more than 700 delegates in attendance aftex the mili- 
tary's State Law and Order Restoration Council (SLORQ, 
in a surprise move, gave its consent to die meeting. 

Sunday’s agenda was dominated by two politick papers, 
the first of wUcb looked back on tbe party’s trials and tribu- 
lations since it was set up in 1988 amid nationwide demon- 
strations against tbe previous military govemment 

Id tbe same year, SLORC took power in a bloody crack- 
down on pro-democracy protesteis in which diousands were 
killed. 


Charles to fulfill Diana’s 
South African promise 

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — Prince ClbarJes and Ear! 
Spencer have put aside their differences to give Prince 
Harry tbe Soudi African holiday his mother. Princess 
Diana, bad promised him, die Johannesburg Sunday Times 
said. 

Prince CTbaiies, Diana’s former husband, and Earl 
Spencer, her brother who lives in Cape Town, will accom- 
pany 13-year-old Harry to a game reserve in Eastern Cape 
province next month, honouring a promise made by Diana 
before ber death, tbe rep>ort said. 

Tbe Sbamwari Game Reserve, near the south coast city of 
Port Elizabeth, is the location for the feature film 
**Mambo." which Diana and her companion, Dodi Fayed, 
were reportedly planning to back. 

The $60 millioD movie revolves around an elephant 
which leads its herd through fields of landmines in a war- 
torn part of Africa and has been dubbed “a Free Willy with 
tusks." 

The script reflects both the princess's hatred of land- 
mines and her passionate opposition to the ivory trade. The 
movie was to have carried her name as co-producer. 

Her involvement in tbe film and her promise to take her 
sons ro the reserve ended with her death in a car crash in 
Paris 00 Aug. 31. 

Tbe Sunday Tunes smd plans to fulfil the princess’s 
pledge were ^scussed by Evl Spencer and Prince Charles 
shortly after Diana’s ftineraL during which the earl said his 
family will play a key role in brin ging up the two princes. 

The report said Prince Harry will be joined by his father 
and Earl Spencer at the Shamwari Reserve, a sanctuary for 
the survivors of five generations of elephants culled for tbe 
h* 0 Ty trade, on OcL 29 for a two-day visit 

Also on Prince Charles’ agenda for his five-day South 
African visit is a dinner with President Nelson Mandela 
and a Spice Girls concert in Jo hann es b urg. 

A Buckingham Palace spokesman said details of tbe itin- 
erary bad not yet been finalised and would be released later. 

Tbe Sunday Times said the royal party will fly from 
London on a British Airways fli^t on Oct 28 to Cape 
Town, where they will stay at Earl Spencer's luxury estate 
in the upmarket suburb of Constantia, before departing the 
next day for Port Elizabeth. 


Blair popularity soars 
to 93 per cent — poll 


LONDON (R) — Prime 
Master Tony Blair’s 
popularity rating has 
soared to 93 per cent on 
the eve of his first Labour 
Party conference since 
sweeping to power in a 
May day election land- 
slide, according to a pri- 
vate party pou reported 
by the Independent 
Sunday newspaper. 

The figure was thought 
to be a record for any 
democratic politician but 
aides were quick to 
squash any triuinphalism 
or complacency. 

After 18 years in. the 
political iKilderness, 
Labour has set its sights 
on at least two five-year 
tenns in office to revolu- 
tionise Britain. 

Mr. Blair, who has a 
tbiunping 178-seat major- 
ity in the 659-strong par- 
liament, told readers in 
tbe tabloid News of tbe 
World: "At last we can 
stop talking and start 
doing things that will 
change your lives for tbe 
better.” 

He insisted that one of 
tbe biggest changes 
Labour bad wrought was 
the way Britain was seen 
abroad after almost two 
decades of Conservative 
govemment resistance to 
greater European integra- 
tion. 

"By being constructive 
in Europe, we have start- 
ed I? get our own way,” 
be wrote on the eve of the 
conference in the south- 
ern English seaside resort 
of Britton. 

The Sunday Telegraph 
said that Mr. Blair was 
planning to take a huge 
political gamble by call- 
ing a snap referendum on 
Bntain's entry into the 
European single currency. 

Bat Finance Minister 
Gordon Brown, trying to 
quell fevered speculation 
on the financial markets, 
denied that Britain was 


now more likely to join 
the currency. 

"Our position has not 
changed," the chancellor 
of the exchequer told the 
Sunday Times in an inter- 
view. 

Share prices soared in 
London and the pound 
tumbled after Friday’s 
Financial Times quoted 
an onnamed minister as 
saying the govemment 
would soon make a state- 
ment on joining 
Economic and Monetary 
Union (EMU) shortly 
after its 1999 launch. 

Tbe Labour govermnent 
has insisted Britain is 
highly unlikely to join the 
single currency quickly 
and Mr. Brown wowed 
DO si^ in the interview of 
straying from tbe official 
line. 

"The government’s line 
on EMU is as it has 
always been. These spec- 
ulative stories keep 
appearing,” Mr. Brown 
sai± 

Mr. Blair, who very nar- 
rowly won voter approval 
to bring Wales its own 
national assembly, could 
risk a major reverb over 
the emotive issue of 
Europe that caused such 
division among the 
Conservatives. 

A weekend Gallup poll 
showed that 57 per cent 
of Britons wantra their 
country to retain its 
pound even if other 
European states went 
ahead with a single cur- 
rency in 1999. 

For, as the Sunday 
Telegraph said, Mr. Blair 
must declare his hand on 
the currency in "perhaps 
tbe most politically per- 
ilous decision to he taken 
by a prime minister since 
Margaret Thatcher (in' 
1982) sent tbe task force 
to reclaim the Falklands 
(from Argentina).” 
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Resolve for peace 

EVEN THOUGH U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright has toned down her recent 
criticism of Israel’s plans to build new houses 
in *^frat” settlement enclave near Bethlehem, 
the message is still lond and clear. *^iven the 
atmosphere that it was done in,’’ Ms. Albright 
said in an interview with Reuters Saturday* ^it 
was my thought that this was an unnecessary 
kind of step when what we’re trying to do is 
create the best climate,” for peace talks. This 
should mean that the U.S. is eiTectively calling 
for a '‘^time-out” on building new settlements 
or the expansion of gristing ones. 

While we would have preferred to see 
Washington come down harder on Prime 
Minis ter Benyamin Netanyahu’d deSant 
mood, we nevertheless beh’eve that President 
Bill Clinton’s administration remains deter- 
mined to follow through on its pledge to inter- 
vene more convincingly in favour of renewing 
negotiations between Israel and the 
Palestinians. Eyes are now focused on the crit- 
ical meeting scheduled to take place today 
between Israeli Foreign Minis ter David Levy 
and Palestinian chief negotiator Mahmoud 
Abbas. It has been repeatedly said that there 
is chemistry between Levy and Abbas. What 
remains to be seen, however, is whether this 
chemistry can turn into achieving some results 
in the days ahead and serve as a solid basis for 
ending the six-month-old stalemate in the 
peace process. 

Meanwhile, the pressure on Netanyahu' must 
be maintained at all costs lest he suc^d in 
derailing everything that has been achieved. 
Most probably the Israeli leader has addition- 
al surprises op his sleeves to wreak havoc with 
even the modest progress that can come out of 
the Washington meeting. If the U.S.* resolve 
weakens in the face of Netanyahu’s obstinacy 
and wavers in its bid to rekindle the peace 
process, then Israel may get the wrong mes- 
sage and interpret the Clinton administra- 
tion’s moves as a green light to go ahead with 
its own plans to deal a deathblow to the hope of 
achieving Arab-IsraeU peace. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


A WRITER for A1 Ra*i daily raised the possibility of 
Israel launching new aggression in Palestine and reoc- 
cupying the Palestmian towns now under the Palestine 
National Authority's control. Fahed Fanek said that if 
tension between the Palestinians and the Israelis con- 
, tinues. Israeli Premier Netanyahu mig ht carry out his 
threats and send out his forces to reoccupy th^ towns 
under the pretext of fighting terrorism. Should this 
attack hap(»n. as the Jordan lUver bridges remain open 
for humanitarian reasons, a fourth wave of migration 
would occur, >%ith hundreds of thousands of refugees 
fiom Palestine pouring into the east bank which is not 
capable at present to suffice itself with water supplies. 
Noting that the whole world might condemn this 
aggression, the writer said that Israel has the power to 
disregard the world community's protests. He said 
Israel has ^sregarded the view's of President Clinton 
who had witnessed the conclusion of the peace accords 
and who is currently watching Mr. Netanyahu wreck 
the peace process without raising a finger in protest. 
The wnter said that foiling Israel's plots to establish a 
substitute homeland for the Palestinians In Jordan can 
be achieved through strong oationa] unity and through 
transcending internal stru g gle and averting situations 
that might cause embarrassment to the govenunent. 

A for A1 Arab AI Yamn said that Jordan, 

which is known to be enjoying a measure of security 
better th^ that existing in all the other Arab countries, 
has nothing to fear from telling the truth to the public 
about any internal developments and events. Saleh 
Qallab said that in order to maintain this image, the 
government should not try to conce^ the facts about 
any kind of incidents in the country, else it will lose 
credibility and the public’s confidence. The writer, who 
was referring to the shooting of the two Israeli embassy 
officials and the attack on Khaled Misha’al, head of the 
Hamas political bureau in Amman, said that the two 
incidents point to the fact that certain sinister forces 
hostile to Jordan are feting the country aiming to 
create a whirlpool of violence. He said that attempts to 
hide the facts from the public have proved to be coun- 
teiproducfrve and backfiring. Calling on the govern- 
ment not to follow the ostrich's example of trying to 
hide itself by burying its head in the sand, the writer 
said criminal attacks occur in all countries, all the time, 
and terrorist attacks actually occurred in the U.S. and 
France most recently. As Jordan had concluded a peace 
treaty vrith Israel, said the writer, it is quite logical to 
belike that the country is targeted by enemies, as were 
Egypt and the Palestine National Authority, for similar 
reasons. 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


Setting up strategies for Jordan should be 
done fast, thoroughly and competitively 


WHEN VIEWING the Jordanian economy, one 
must always remember that Jordan is a small 
country, with a population of 4.4 million and a 
gross domestic product (GDP) of $6.7 billion. 
Furthermore, it has few natural resources, scarce 
water, relatively little land that can be cultivated 
and. because of regional conflicts, an eventful 
political past that is rife with challenges. 

Moreover, a picture of Jordan woulanot be com- 
plete if it were not placed within the purview and 
confines of the Middle East and North Africa 
region. Oil prices, economic sanctions, wars and 
many people living in diaspora have found their 
way into the social and political life of this coun- 
try. Oil prices have caused sinusoidal swings in 
the economy in the past, which discouraged long- 
term investment, pocketed inflation into the econ- 
omy and prevented the growth of a healthy labour 
market. Supply shocks and sudden demand creat- 
ed an oil-based labour market in Jordan, the coun- 
try without oil. 

For example, in 
the period 1973- 

1979. Jordan ** JordHTl hus tO i 

dented growth in investment with a 

income a^nd expen- avidt 

ditures. The econo- *■'****’ •*r*€*tj 

my was fuelled by eCOHOmieS, mOVU 

f°Sp1d planned, non-mar 

increase in workers’ open market ecom 

remittances from qF EoSt EurOUe Ok 
the oil-exporting t*f 

coun^es of the republics Ore una 

Investment and for- - . jm 

e^ savings during tO pnVUtlSe Ond i 

i^estment op^r 

per cent of the GDP, things more dlffici 

sa^fogs their favour: pH 

further increased er lU CUtture tO th 

wT^much'^Jf 'foe afithus have the h 

increase arising Oj the pOWerS that i 
from remittances by 
Jordanian expatri- 
ates working in the 
Gulf oU-producing 

countries. Consequently, the GDP grew at an 
average of II. 1 percent between 1973 and 1979. 
The eighties saw severe withdrawals and down- 


”Jordan has to compete for foreign 
investment with a multitude of nations 
that are avidly adjusting their 
economies, moving from centrally- 
planned, non-martxt systems towards 
open market economies. Practically all 
of East Europe and the former Soviet 
republics are undergoing transforma- 
tion. These nations have zillions of firms 
to privatise and thousands of sound 
investment opportunities. To make 
things more difiicult, many factors are 
in their favour: primarily, they are clos- 
er in culture to the Western economies 
and thus have the hearts and sympathies 
of the powers that be. " 


swings that were as dramatic as the upturns. Bad 
practices, mistakes and distortions finally brought 
the almost tragic economy of 1989. as the dinar 
devaluated and inflation reached 50 per cent, with 
unemployment soaring in double digits. 


are also in adjustment as they privarise state- 
owned concerns, open their economies and rally 
to loin the World iWe Organisation and remove 
subsides which may mean 200 to 300 per cent 
inflation in the next few years). 

Additionally, a Jordaman strategist must also 
keep in mind that Jordan has to compete for for- 
eign investment with a multitude of nations that 
are avidly adjusting their economies, moving 
from centralTy-planned, non-market systems 
towards open mauet economies. Practically all of 
East Europe and the former Soviet republics are 
undergoing transformation. These nations have 
zillions of firms to privatise and thousands of 
sound investment opportunities. To make things 
more difficult, many factors are in their favour: 
primarily, they are closer in culture to the Western 
economies and thus have the hearts and sympa- 
thies of the powers that be. 

Unfortunately, there are many in Jordan that still 

think they can 
plan and grow 
without seriously 

^mpete for foreign 
lultitude of nations They believe that 
adiustins their cannot 

’ from centrally- Jordan. AU they 
H sys^ towards 
flies. Practically all The investment 
I the former Soviet ^ 

senous market 

rgomg transforma- and competition is 
avezmns of firms 

ousands OJ sound workshop on the 

initipK Tn makp EU-Jordan Free 
inmes. lO mOKe Agreement. 

t, many factors are a businessman did 
they are clos- 

Western economies enough for Jordan 
Arts and sympathies 

those of the EU. 
He asked: 

“Couldn't you get 
us more time? 
Why are the 
Europeans forcing us to do this?" The immediate 
response was: “'Vou do not have to improve your 
standards, observe intellectual property rights, or 
follow the EU customs procedures. In fact you do 
not have to do anything, including exporting to 
the HU member nations. But remember, they do 
not have to buy your product either, especially if 
it does not meet their ‘standards. And please 

--...t-l-i 11 J 


Dependence and ebbs and flows were clescrly remember tbaf 'ihesb are significant, dependable. 


fatiguing this young economy. 

Amazingly, Jordan survived and emerged (after 
having paid severe adjustment costs) to become a 
stable democratic country with a promising mar- 
ket economy ~ Jordan’s biggest achievement is 
having weathered the winds of change in the 
region and become self-reliant instead of remain- 
ing an oil-dependent nation. (The oil economies 


markets.” . .. 

Jordanian strategies and moves must be well 
thought out, thoroughly and fast. Ad hoc. lethar- 
gic mans and noo-systematic approaches will not 
work in the highly competitive global economy. 
Strategies must also include contingencies for 
when those megaplans go bust The answer is usu- 
ally simple, but it has to be conceived in advance. 


Peace depends on the determination 
of both Israelis and Palestinians 


By Tamara Hassan 
Sbaaban 

IT HAS been two weeks 
since Madeleine Albright 
made her visit to the 
Middle East, during 
which her main emphasis 
was strengthening the 
foundations of security 
and peace. Wearing her 
Palestinian scarf while 
visiting with Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat 
and her dove brooch of 
peace while with Prime 
Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu shows a dis- 
tinctive connotation of 
clever diplomacy in 
which she exhibited her 
articulate message; the 
United States' official 
full support in promoting 
peace between the 
Israelis and the 
Palesduiaus. However, 
the main ingredient 
which determines the 
authentic savour to the 
reshaping of this tar- 
nished peace remains in 
the hands of terrorists. 

It is at least once a 
week that tragic events 
□oimally happen in the 
region. News on televi- 
sion tells of disasters 
occurring in the world 
and we tend to ignore 
what is not happening in 
our daily lives. Mundane 
thoughts are sure to 
occupy our minds while 
the Innoceat vicrims liv- 
ing in the Palestinian ter- 
ritories and Israel contin- 
ue to endure a harsh and 
ruthless life. Their youth 
bleed over a so-called 
“peace”, death is facing 
them daily. 

Terrorism is often men- 
tioned, but the question 
is: What causes these 


catastrophic acts to come 
forth in such a repetitive 
manner? Most likely the 
perpetrators want to send 
a message which must 
not be overlooked. 

Middle East suicide 
bombers know all too 
well when violence is 
most likely to disrupt the 
delicate politick chem- 
istry required to move 
the peace effort ahead. 
The double suicide 
bombing in Jerusalem 
was clearly timed not 
only to block the plaimed 
resumption of negotia- 
tions between Israelis 
and Palestinians but also 
to make it more difficult 
for Israeli Premier 
Benyamin Netanyahu to 
take the risks required to 
make a permanent peace. 
He must resist the under- 
standable temptation to 
freeze the peace effort 
indefinitely in hopes of 
enhancing Israeli securi- 
ty and mollifying cabinet 
colleagues opposed to 
further discussions with 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat. With the help of 
U.S. diplomacy, he has 
shown new willingness 
to look b^ond the set- 
backs of the last six 
months and his own 
doubts about the 
Palestinian commitment 
to peace. The Palestinian 
National Authority 
(PNA) agreed to take 
specific steps to combat 
terrorism and to help 
assure Israeli security. 

The Jerusalem bomb- 
ing was the deadliest act 
of terrorism since 
Netanyahu took office. 
Having won the election 
on a platform of peace 
and security, he is now 


confronted with terror- 
ism; it will take time to 
return to negotiations in 
the weeks ahead, but 
that, ultimately. is 
Netanyahu's sure way to 
make Israel secure. 

Whatever their real 
intentions may be, and 
however much they mis- 
trust each other, neither 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
nor Yasser Arafat seems 
any longer really capable 
of delivering on the goal 
of securi^. Both have to 
worry about their 
extremists and ,try, one 
way or another, to pla- 
cate them. But this will 
only embolden die 
intransigent and dis- 
hearten those who under- 
stand that peace has to 
mean compromise. 

The proclamation that 
the ’‘enemies of peace” 
who deliberately use ter- 
rorism or provocation to 
make compromise 
impossible must not be 
•allowed to win is easy to 
pronounce, but there 
have been no initiatives 
to counter terrorism. 
Netanyahu has done 
nothing to help the PLO 
encourage its own peace 
supporters. Closing off 
not only Israel proper, so 
that P^estinians cannot 
work there, but also tran- 
sit between Gaza and the 
various enclaves of the 
West Bank strangles the 
Palestinian economy. 

When Rabin, and Arafat 
sealed the Oslo agree- 
ment with a White House 
handshake, unleashing 
much euphoria, the ques- 
tion was whether the 
peace process had 
become irreversible. The 
answer then was yes and 


00 . It still is. Now peace 
looks far out of reach. 
The Palestinians cannot 
withdraw recognition of 
Israel, but they cannot be 
pacified without a real 
surge of hope. 

vThat is to be done? 
Clearly mumbles about 
renewing the peace 
process are no solution-. 
There is no prospect of 
breakthrough that would 
make a real difference. 
Oslo came after the frus- 
trations of the intifada on 
tile Israeli side and the 
Gulf war on the 
Palestinian side. 

Netanyahu’s recent con- 
demnation of all those 
who signed the Oslo 
accords is no incentive 
for renewing the peace 
process, it only acted as 
tou^ paper to the pow- 
der keg. 

Secretary Albright had 
the opportunity to taste 
the edgy and downcast 
feeling which prevails in 
the region. She clearly 
stated ^at bombs cannot 
be equated with bulldoz- 
ers and asked Israel to 
refrain from unilateral 
acts, explicitly referring 
to the construction of 
new Jewish settlements. 

The U.S. secretary may 
have pushed both sides to 
make coucessioos to 
restart the peace process. 
But real reconciliation is 
a matter which lies in the 
hands of the two peoples 
and their leaders. 

The writer studies inter- \ 
national relations and I 
economics at the London 
School of Economics, 
She contributed this arti- 
cle to the Jordan Times. 


Human Rights File 

Killing in Algeria should 
be dealt with by the 
international conununity 


By Waleed M. Sadi 

THE GRUESOME 
ifilling of Algerian civil- 
ians, mostly children and 
women, by organised 
bandits cannot be allowed 
to pass by unattended to 
and dealt with in the most 
effective way. The way 
children, women and men 
are being slaughtered in 
the most batbaric way has 
yet to be dealt with by the 
mternational community 
in a m anne r commensu- 
rate with the gravity of 
the atrocities. The big 
question for human rights 
organisations, especially 
the intematioual ones, 
must be the jurisdiction of 
.the U.N. over these acts of 
genocide. Now tiiat die 
international organisation 
has a High Commissioner 
for Human Rights, the 
eyes are focused on what 
the new commissioner 
rhinics in terms of 
responding to the violent 
human ri^ts violations in 
Algeria. 

Tlie fact that the mass 
murder of Algerian has 
become systematic should 
enable the UJ'J. to 
become seized with the 
Algerian situation as most 
urgent and pressing. The 
first order for the High 
Commissioner should be 
to ascerttun the facts in 
the troubled north Africa 
Arab country and then 
deal with them in the 
most appropriate manner. 
Given the fact that what is 
taking place is Algeria is 
not less dehumanising 
than what happened in 
Bosnia, the international 
community must be 
poised to intervene, and 
intervene effectively, to 
stop the carnage that has 
taken such a heavy toll on 
Algerian . liy^ already. 
.yVhen it js Iqiown th^ 
about 60,000 Aigeaans 
have lost their lives since 
1992, the issue is no 
longer of domestic con- 
cem; it assumes interna- 
tional dimensions, on par 
with the concern in for- 
mer Yugoslavia. 

It strips me as strange 
that few countries have 
voiced their alarm at what 
is happening in Algeria, 
as if the lives of thousands 
of Algerian children, men 
and women do not count 
much in the minds and 
hearts of the leaders of so 
many nations. 

Most disturbing is the 
silence of most of the 
Arab and Muslim coun- 
tries which should have 
spearheaded the interna- 
tional concern. The inter- 
national community sure- 
ly has learnt a lesson or 
two from the genocide in 
Cambodia, at foe hands of 
Khmer Rouge, and foe 
massacres of millions of 
Tutsis in Rwanda and for- 
mer Zaire. 

Must we all wait till 
millions of Algerians 
have their throats slit 
before we act? There 
must be something that 
can be done, and done 
fast, to end foe gruesome 
massacres of innocent 
Algerians at the altar of 
Algerian politics. 

V^en organised bandits 
roam freely in Algeria and 
strike so close to state 


security centres, many 
troubling questions may 
be asked. Why are 
Algerian aufoorides so 
slow in reacting to mas- 
sacres at foe hands of out- 
laws? When groups of 
armed men feel te to 
kill people with apparent 
impunity, it is incumbent 
on the intemationa] com> 
munity to step in and treat 
foe situation as of interna- 
tional concern over which 
[he United Nations must 
exercise jurisdiction. 

If the U.N. was able to 
establish an international 
tribunal to apprehend and 
prosecute all those 
involved in foe war 
crimes which were com- 
mitted in Bosnia, It 
should be able to do like- 
wise with regard to the 
crimes perpetrated in cold 
blood in Algeria. The kind 
of butchery that Algerians 
have been confronted 
with must not be allowed 
to escape accountability. 
No doubt all those who 
commit these untold 
crimes are not wortii 
being called human 
beings and must be treat- 
ed as such. What needs to 
be put in place is an inter- 
national agreement on the 
intemationa] mechanics 
for doing just tbaL 
Unfortunately, few 
countries raised foe issue 
at foe current U.N. 
General Assembly. 
Germany was foe first to 
highlight the plight of 
Algerians and called for 
an international action. It 
is not too late for the 
General Assembly to 
adopt foe necessary reso- 
lution, provided it does 
not confine itself to mere 
words of condemnatioiL 
Some kind of close inter- 
national i^tiny mecfaa- 
Qism, regatding crixaes. 
against bumanity. needs 
to be put in place, of 
course with the consent 
and cooperation of foe 
Algerian aufoorides. One 
thing is sure, though: 
what has been hqipening I 
in Algeria is a grave and 
systematic violation of 
foe most basic tenets of 
human rights. 

The international 
human rights jurispru- 
dence is full of precedents 
for treating the Algerian 
question as no longer a 
mere internal problem. 
When so many Algerians 
are affected, the - issue 
assumes an intetnarional 
dimension. U.N. human 
rights bodies area seized 
with several human rights 
situations all over the 
world and none of the 
countries scrutinised have 
succeeded in stopping die 
international investigatioD 
on the pretext that their 
sicuations constitute inter- 
nal matter. More effective 
than the deliberations of 
the U.N. Commission on 
Human Rights, or its sub- 
commission or any of the 
treaty bodies, would be 
the extension of the man- 
date of foe existing inter- 
national tribunals on war 
crimes and crimes against 
humanity so that die 
Algerian question can 
come wi thin the scope of 
their activities. 


LETTERS 
Flying news 


To the Editor: 

I MUCH appreciated foe article “Imemational airrac® 
participants leave Amman" (Jordan Times, Sept 20, 
1997) which provided up-to-date inforaiation and news 
concerning foe Royal Falcons. 

It is good to see professionalism, for a change. 


MarwanM.K. Shnuis^ 
Embry Riddle Aeronautical UniverslJ 
Shmalsam @dlxeran-®^ 

The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contrilhdif^ 
from its readers on any issue they wish to tad^ 
Letters intended for publication should contoin ^ 
writer s full name and prrferably address as 
Names can be withheld upon request but only 
special circumstances. Letters are subject to editit^S 
and abridging. 
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News 

Prince Hassan says Kingdom will continue 
pushing peace forward to regain Arab rights 


(Cootiinied from page 1} 

My visit coincided with a 
meeting in Cairo of the 
Arab foreign ministers 
which was chaired by 
Prince Saud A1 Faisal. 1 
conveyed a message of 
affection from His Majesty 
King Hussein to his brother 
King Fahd. llie visit was a 
new move towards strength- 
ening bilateral relations. 

Q; What is the outcome of 
the latest contacts between 
Jordan and KuwaiL 
A: I believe relations are 
heading towards normalcy 
between the Gulf states 
and us in general. I sent a 
letter to the Kuwaiti crown 
prince as part of the gradual 
restoration of relations 
between the two countries. 
This is quite understood fol- 
lowing the crisis resulting 
the Iraqi invasion of 
KuwaiL I think we have to 
be frank as a first step from 
preceding reconciliation. I 
hope there will be meetings 
between Kuwaitis and Jor- 
danians 5(K)D. Jordan's 
stand is clear and 1 would 
like to stress our concern 
over the fate of our brothers 
in KuwaiL particularly 

those who are in prison. 

Q: Can Jordan play a role 
in solving the prisoners 
problem? 

A: Over the past years, we 
have been seeking a solu- 
tion to this problem and to 
arrive to a final settlemenL 
Q: What is the nature of 
Jordan's relations with 
Syria? 

A: We maintain natural 
relations with Syria in the 
light of the present circum- 
stances. Relations between 
King Hussein and President 
Assad are based on mutual 
respect We consult with 
each other. We seek a com- 
prehensive solution to the 
Middle East issue Cmclud- 
ingj (o guarantee Israeli 
withdrawal from the Golan 
and Lebanon and the imple- 
mentation of U.N. resolu- 
tions. These are principled 
stands, tf we want to 
achieve comprehensive 
peace, it is natural for us to 
maintain consultations 
between Syria and Jordan. 

Q: What are the dimen- 
sions of the recent attack on 
the Israeli embassy offi- 
cios? 

A: It was a criminal 
attack. The state shoulders 
its responsibility of playing 
host to diplomats of differ- 
ent nationalities. We con- 
demn such attacks and we 
condemn violence. We our- 
selves fell victims to terror- 
ism in the pasL The general 
situation in the area should 
not be an excuse for the 
return of the cycle of \io- 
lence. The attack was an act 
of outlaws which we 
deplore and the perpetrators 
will be punished. 

Q: vhio do you think 
stands behind the attack? 

A: Hie media normally 
tries to exploit such events, 
but once again 1 have to say 
that there are groups here 
and there in the .\rab World, 
and the world at large, 
which try to take advantage 
of certain situations. The 
political situation in our 
region is tempting such 
groups to commit such acts. 
Some' might say that such 
acts coincide with renewed 
efforts towards peace, espe- 
cially in the wake of a visit 
by U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine AlbrighL whose 
trip can be described as pos- 


itive. We must stress that 
Jordan adopts a clear stand 
against these acts. 

Q: People blame 

Netanyahu for the tenorist 
acts, what do you say? 

A: I must say that vio- 
lence has appeared not only 
on the Arab side. Illegal 
groups have been in the 
region since 1948. But these 
groups were later gathered 
into what is now known as 
Israel's defence for^. In 
Palestine also there were 
different movements which 
formed the Palestine Liber- 
ation Organisation. Vio- 
lence can be seen in Israel's 
continued occupation of 
Arab lands, the demolition 
of Arab homes and the 
building of settlements in 
the Arab territories. Howev- 
er. we cannot ruin the last 
chance we have to achieve 
pea(%, especially in view of 
the interest in peace on the 
part of Europe, Russia and 
the United States. We must 
neither allow passions to 
take control nor allow out- 
laws to have the upper hand. 
If Netanyahu is the cause of 
all these acts, we must not 
give him further justifica- 
tion to refrain from honour- 
ing the commitments 
towards peace. 

Q: How long will it take 
us to reestablish normal 
relations with the Israelis? 

A: There is a difference 
between the stands and 
policies of Peres and Rabin 
on one hand and Netanyahu 
on the other, but I believe 
the majority of people in 
Jordan, Israel and Palestine 
are actually seeking an end 
to the ni^tmare. Although 
we are wimessing renewed 
•acts of violence, we can see 
light at the end of t^ tun- 
nel. 1 say once again that in 
foe absence of inter-Arab 
consultations and a united 
Arab stand it is impossible 
to p^s judgement on Israel 
in light of our inter-Arab 
relations and in light of our 
stands towards basic issues. 
Of course there are differ- 
ences among Arabs but we 
have to be frank to each 
other about the way to reach 
a just peace. 

Q: What do you think 
about King Hussein’s sug- 
gestion chat foe Arabs are on 
foe verge of catastrophe? 

A; The 1948 and 1967 
wars aimed at finding solu- 
tions to security issues 
through tr^isferring 

refugees to foe Arab coun- 
tries. We are unable to 
absorb a new wave of 
refugees. Jordan is launch- 
ing diplomatic efforts to 
rei^dle hope and fend off 
danger. Of course foe events 
are going on inside the 
occupied Arab territories 
but these events are causing 
us deep concern. 

Q: Do you believe a war is 
coming? 

A; region is wimess- 
ing various conflicts which 
might develop into a bigger 
war covering a wider area. 
Therefore, we must use our 
minds and conscience, 
intensify our contacts and 
consultations and increase 
our contacts with foe out- 
side world for the sake of 
attaining justice. We believe 
in the principle of exchang- 
ing land for peace. We 
demand the return of foe 
spirit of foe Madrid confer- 
ence and foe Madrid con- 
cept for a comprehensive 
peace. 1 believe that foe 
U.S. has to listen to all par- 
ties. 


Q: Should foe U.S. 
change its policy? 

A: I believe Maddeioe 
Albri^t took a daring step 
by criticising Israeli unilat- 
eral policies which are 
aimed at c hang in g the facts 
on the ground but she was 
criticised by both foe Israeli 
and Arab media alike. 1 
believe sbe should be given 
a chance to act because her 
visit was the first to foe 
region. 

Q: If we are not satisfied 
with Netanyahu why should 
we meet and talk to him ? 

A: It is difficult for any 
Arab ruler to say that he is 
happy with what is happen- 
ing in foe occupied teziito- 
ries or in the Arab World. 
Alfoough we are not happy, 
we meet in order to woik 
towards a solution and 
rekindle hope, not for our- 
selves as nders but rather 
for foe children and foe gen- 
erations to come. We have 
to admit that the Jews have 
worldwide influence in var- 
ious institutions of foe 
world including banks and 
other organisations. We 
have to use our minAs and 
intensify our contacts and 
coordination during this 
stage until we reach a better 
situation. 

Q: What do you think 
about Israeli-Tbridsh 
manoeuvres? 

A: 1 have visited Ttirkey 
when 'Hirkish forces were 
deep inside Iraqi teiiitories 
where I heard TUridsb offi- 
cials saying that there is a 
political vacuum in northern 
Iraq, and as a result, there 
were 10,000 victims of foe 
Kurdish Labour Party. We 
are for Iraq’s sovereignty 
and territori^ integrity and 
support foe return of sover- 
eignty to all parts of Iraq. 
That is what I said to 'Rnk- 
ish officials. I hope Arab 
leaders wUl talk directly to 
Turidsh leaders and listen to 
what they say. 

Q: W^n do you think 
Ai^ will reach economic 
integration? 

A: In 1980 there was an 
economic summit in 
Amman and since th«a we 
have been bearing calls for 
Arab economic unify. Eco- 
nomic integration stems 
will, and it is up to us, 
as responsible people, to 
discuss ways leat^g to 
int^ration. There are bil- 
lions in Arab funds invested 
abroad and foe Arab gov- 
ernments wish CO have these 
funds invested in the Arab 
Worid. As to the Doha sum- 
mit as long as there is no 
cooFchnation among foe 
Arabs, nothing can be 
achieved. There are 80 
countries taking part and we 
should not allow Israel to 
benefit exclusively from its 
contacts wifo these nations 
and serve its own interests. 

Q: Would you interfere to 
ensure foe participation of 
the Muslim Brotheihood in 
foe coming elections? 

A: In bis tour. King Hus- 
sein expressed opeidy foe 
goverrunent’s readiness to 
open dialogue wifo all fac- 
tions and groups in a demo- 
cratic manner. I believe foe 
govenunent is ready to have 
a dialogue, but foe elections 
will held on schedule. 
However, we cannot discuss 
any changes at the moment 
concerning improvements 
(to laws, as demanded by 
foe boycotting partiesj. 


Israel agrees to release funds, resume talks with Palest ini a ns 



(Continued fn»n page 1 ) 

Mr. Netanyahu suspend- 
ed those talks after the July 
and September bombings 
here which left 20 Israelis 
dead and were claimed by 
Hamas, an opponent of foe 
peace accords with Israel. 

Israel's supreme court on 
Sunday rejected an appeal 
by foe'left-wing opposition 
demanding a halt to the 
coDstniction of a Jewish 
settlement on the hilltop of 
Jabal Abu Ghneim in Arab 
east Jerusalem. 

The start of work at Jabal 
Abu Ghneim in Arab east 
Jerusalem in mid-March 
plunged foe Israeli-Pales- 
tinian peace process into 
its worst crisis since the 
interim accords were 
signed four years ago. 

An MK wifo the left- 
wing Meretz Party, Abra- 


ham Poraz. had lodged an 
appeal against foe con- 
struction of the settlemenL 
saving it was discriminato- 
ry* because Israel was 
building only for Jews. 

Court spokesman Moshe 
Goralli said foe appeal was 
rejected because it was a 
political rather than legal 
issue, and the court 
refrains from judging gov- 
ernment policies. 

At least four appeals 
against the construction of 
the Jewish settlement in 
Jabal Abu Ghneim have 
already been rejected by 
foe court. 

But Mr. Poraz told 
Agence France Presse after 
ihe court ruling that “Israel 
must cease work at Har 
Homa [Jabal Abu Ghneim] 
while it does not respect its 
commitments to build for 
the town’s Arab popula- 


tion.” 

The project on Jabal Abu 
Ghneim will provide 6,5(X) 
new settlement units for 

Jews. 

In a bid to ease Palestin- 
ian and intemational con- 
demnation of foe settle- 
menu Israel announced it 
would build around 1,000 
homes for Arabs on a hill 
nearby, but foe work has 
never commenced. 

Since its occupation of 
Arab east Jerusalem in 
1967, Israel has built 10 
new Jewish settlements 
where around 160,000 
Israelis now live. 

Most recently, Mr. 
Netanyahu announced 
plans last week to build 
another 300 settlement- 
units in the Efrat setde- 
ment near Bethlehem. 
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Instrument allegedly used against 
Hamas leader, not found — Rashid 


(Coatmned from page 1) 

any citizen who might have 
seen the instrument [used in 
foe attack] or know anything 
about iL to approach the 
autboriaes. and rtn^ what he 
knows," (he mmi«w said. 

Hk minister said that foe 
two Canadians, whose names 
have not been revealed yet, are 
being detained by foe securify 
aufoorities and will remain in 
“custody" until mcenogations 
are over. 

He declined to reveal ai^r 
infonnaticMi on foe inteaoga- 
don wifo foe suspects. 

Ml Rashid was commenting 
on die attadc agaonst Ml 
Misha'al by two f^arfian 
“tourists’' on Thursday. 

Minister of State for Infor- 
mation Affairs Samir Mutawi 
amfinned Saturday tiiat Ml 
M tsha ’a! was subjected to an 
“assault" by the two suq)ects. 

Hamas accused the Israeli 
secret service, Mossad, of 
being bdiind tiie “operation," 
whidbi came four days foDow- 
an ailack agair^ two 
Israeli embas^ eixq>loyee$, 
that was claimed by a previ- 
ously unknown group in 
Lebanon. 

The Israeli embassy in Jor- 
dan denied on Sunday that 
Israel was mvolved in an attack 
on the Hamas poIitiNjro chief. 

dei^. have) notfa- 
ing to do wifo iL" Israeli 
embassy qMkesman Roey 
Gilad was quoted by Reuters 
as sa^g. 

Pome NGnister Abdul Salam 
Mryali, who is currently visit- 
ing Omaru pennted a finger of 
blame abcosKl for last week’s 
attack, Agence France Presse 
tqjoned Sund^. 

“Jordan does not aocq)t any 
interference in its internal 
affeirs, especially in matters of 
secuiiiy, >^iich is a sacred 
issue," Dr. Majali toldrq)oiTen 
in the Omani ca(»tal, MuscaL 

“We will not a^ow any paiiy, 
whoever it maybe, to play 


around with the securify of our 
country," Dr. M^ali added. 

The prime minister told the 
British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion (BBC) that investigatiem is 
coDtiDuiDg to unveil those who 
are bdiind foe attack, “wfaefoer 
it was planned from f(xd^ or 
local parties, or even if it hap- 
pened acddentally.'' 

Dr. Majali reaffiimed that no 
“instrument’ has beoi found 
that "would suppext the auc- 
tion an dectrooic device that 
was used by the two Canadians 
during the assaulL” 

A Hamas statement said foe 
oxiditioa of Mr. Nfisha’al. who 
is being bosptalised at the 
KHMC, was impnmog. 

In his first statements to the 
press following (he attack. Mr. 
Misha’al told the Arabic daily 
A1 Ra'i on Sunday that he was 
not suqxised by foe “assaulL" 

“He \(foo has chosen our path 
should expect such things to 
ht^jpen," said Ml A^sha’d. 

*Hii 5 inddeot is an example 
of the failure of (Israeli Rrime 
Minis ter Benyamin) Netany- 
teur's ptogramme," he added. 

“We will not retreat from our 
programme against Israeli 
occupation and we shall cem- 
tinue the leristance." the 41- 
year-old Palestinian 

Mr. ^fisha’al, a father of 
seven cfaUdien,' confirmed in 
the statements be gave to the 
Arabic daily that the two 
assailants used a “strange 
device" against him. 

“One ^ them qjproacbed 
me wifo the instrument in his 
hand and placed it close to my 
ears. I heard a click coming 
from that instrumeoL" he 
added. 

Hamas said foe allied 
instrument has emitted “rays'* 
tiiac affected the rt^vous sys- 
ton of Ml Misha’al. 
complained fnmi “dfrziness 
and imbalance" following the 
assault 

Abdullah Akayleh, a former 
Islamist member in the Lower 
House of PadiamenL mid die 


Jordan Tunes that he talked Iw 
pbone wifo His Majesty King 
Hussdn on Friday and request- 
ed help in locating tbe allied 
"instrumenL" which will speed 
up diagnosing the condititxi of 
Mr. Misha'al. 

“Tbe rays emitted by this 
insizumeru were aimed at the 
brain cells in oder to Idll him 
not instantly, but while he is 
asleep," Dr. Ak^leh said. 

He said that all patties in Jor- 
dan condemn the attack ‘"by 
foe Israeli Mossad winch is not 
merely against Mr. Misha’al 
Ixjt also against the sovereignty 
of tbe country with which they 
signed a peace treaty." 

Former Chairman of the Jor- 
dan Doctors Association tshag 
Maraqa, who visited Mr. 
Misha’al, said that the medical 
reports indicated that “the 
br^" of Mr. Misha'al was 
affected because of rays emit- 
ted from the “alleged instru- 
menii’' used during the attack. 

Dl Maraqa. a specially in 
brain and nerve diseases, 
expected that foe Hamas leader 
oe^ “few days or a week to 
fully recover." 

The resistance group, which 
opposes any peacemaking with 
Isi^ thr^tened that it will 
carry out anti-Israeli attacks 
abn^ following tbe atten^n 
a gains t Mf. Misha'al. 

call on our militaty 
biancfaes to rally their forces 
and deliver a firm r^Iy to this 
very serious crime," AFP quot- 
ed Hamas as saying. 

‘The attemp t against foe 
Zionist Mossad to assassinate 
our brother Khaled Misha'al, 
forces us to take our struggle 
against foe Zionist enemy out- 
side tbe frontier of our country 
(Palestine)," it added. 

Hamas is “seriously studying 
how to reply to this serious 
crime wifo strong, sustained 
and direct blows to vital Israeli 
interests in different parts of 
the worid... tills is not terrorism 
but exercising a natural li^L" 
tile stsuement said. 


Kingdom will not be turned into 
theatre for terrorist acts — King 


(Contiooed from page 1) 

Asked whether the govern- 
ment would still engage tbe 
opposition in a dialogue that 
aims at avoiding a txfycoa of 
the elections, foe King said that 
the government fod the 
talks but foe opposition was 
responsible for foeir intemip- 
tion, because [of^iosition lead- 
ers] insisted that the talks 
would only involve tbem and 
not the rest of the political par- 
ties. 

Tbe King did not rule out a 
lesumptioD of the dialogue and 
revealed that . he was 
approached by the leader of foe 
Communist Party. Yaqoub 
Zayadin, calling frv on 
expanded meeting wifo the 
opposition. 

**God willing we will meet 
[wifo diera] somi," die King 
said. 

However, tbe King empha- 
sised that tte Constitution was 
sacred and should not be 
touched and diat tbe one-per- 
son. one-vote formula, which 
was approved by tbe outgoing 
E^rliameoL cannot be 
ndd ressed unless a final solu- 
tion to the Palestinian problem 
was reached. 

Peace, a strategic epdon for 
Jordan, is also not an issue for 
discussion, be said. 

The King said that he was 
deeply touched by the affec- 
tion and wamifo that Jordani- 
ans accorded biro foiring Us 
recent \4sits to govemorates in 
foe Kingdom. 

Turning to the peace process, 
the King said peace had 
enemies ‘"here in Jordan, in 


Israel and everywhere." 

“But we will keep puisumg a 
comprehensive, just and hoo- 
ouUUe peace. 1 mean peace 
and not surrender," foe King 
stressed. 

Jordan will therefore contin- 
ue tt) accrad die Palestinians all 
tbe support possible until they 
gain ri^ts on their soil 
including tbe right to establish 
dieir own state, the King said. 

He impressed on foe need for 
the U.S. to be actively engaged 
and to play a leading role in tbe 
peace process. 

‘TUs was the gist of my 
message to the Ca^ summiL" 
wUch was held eariier this 
montfa between tbe King, 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Muhsuak and Palestinian Pres- 
ident Yasser ArafaL 
•'If die fxocess fdled and die 
enemies of peace won, die 
oonsequences would be devas- 
ratii^ to everyone, die King 
yksrasd. 

“We will always stand in tbe 
fece of anyone, state or leader, 
who intend to destrtfy peace,’’ 
tbe King said, addmg tiiac rela- 
tions wifo other Arab countries 
were always “at heart" 

He said those relations were, 
as far as Jndan is concerned, 
at their best and that consulta- 
tions and contacts are cootinu- 
ittg at all levels for strengthen- 
ing the Arab Natim and its 
future generations. 

The King refeoed to Prime 
Nfinister Abdul Salam MqaH’s 
visits to a number of Arab' 
stales and tbe King's own con- 
tacts as feOing within the pur- 
pose of enhancing Jott^'s 
relations wifo those states. 


PNA will hold new corruption inquiry 


(Omtmued from 1) 


Mr. Qouriea also said the 
88-member PLC, in which 
Fateh holds two-thirds of 
the seats, will meet 


Wednesday -to discuss a 
possible cabinet reshuffle. 

“But this reshuffle will 
take place after a .while 
because of tbe current 
political situatiori" Mr. 
Qouriea added. 


PLC members demanded 
a cabinet reshuffle in July, 
after a parliamentary com- 
mittee of inquiry reported 
findings of overUI corrup- 
tion and poor management 
in various ministries. 


Two teams of U.N. arms inspectors start mission 

(Cratimied from II 


against Ba^idad and said it 
would review the level of Iraq’s 
cot^ieranon in Octobec 
RireigD MhuSter MnhanwnaH 
Said Sahhaf discussed ties with 


UNSCOM in last week whb 

his CQunteiparts, inchidSng 
Ranee's Hubeit >fedrine, at the 
UH. Geneta] Assembly in New 
Yodt. the official news agency 
INAsaid. 

Iraq has been under UJ*I. sanc- 


tions since hs 1990 invasion of 
KuwaiL The oil ernbaigo cannot 
be tified until UNSCOM certifies 
that Iraq’s chemicaL triolo^cal 
and nuclear weapons as wcH as 
lor^-iange missiles have been 
efiminated. 


Iraq says sanctions have 
killed 1.2 million people 


(CootiDued frtmi page 1) 

of foe $210 million Iraq has 
allocated for medical sup- 
plies under the deal has 
reached the country. 

Mr. Mubarak said before 
the sanctions Iraq used to 
import medicines worth 
$500 ndUion a year. ■ * 

Now most of Baghdad's 
medical . imports were from 
Jordan which had decreased 
to $7 million this year from 
$35 million a year after tbe 
• sanctions were imposed, he 
added. 

Mr. Mubarak said many 
newly detected cases of seri- 
ous infectious diseases were 
caused by uranium-co\'ered 
bombs used by tbe U.S. and 
British forces during foe 
1991 Gulf war that evicted 
Iraqi forces from Kuwait. 

“Now we are also detecting 
a large amount of cholera 


and malaria which we had 
managed to eradicate." he 
said. 

Spare parts are also lackmg 
for water and sewerage sys- 
tems and the health of the 
population has deteriorated 
because of shoctage of chlo- 
rine for water purfficatioa. 

' Eric FalL spokesman for 
foe U.N. humanitarian office 
in Baghdad, told Reuters 
Sunday that some 49 chlo- 
rine gas cylinders bad arrived 
in Iraq onder the oil pacL 

They are for water systems 
in central and southern Iraq, 
be said. “Tbe quantity (ff 
chlorine gas that has arrived 
is sufficient to meet foe 
needs of one million people 
for approximately 4S days," 
Mr. Fstit said. 

He said some 150 more 
cylinders were expected to 
reach Iraq in foe next three 
weeks. 


Under the patronage of His Royal Highness Prince Raad Bin Zeid 

The Al Hussein Society 

for the Rehabilitation of the Physically Handicapped 

is proudly hosting two benefit concerts 
FEATURING: 


Royal 

Cultural Center 
Parking Loi 

Friday Od 3, 1997 
ai 7.00 P.M. 

Ticket: ID 7 

\^\ 

•• 

tiXLlAlil 



Hard Rock Cafe 

Saturday Oct. 4, 1997 
at 8.00 RM. 

Ticket: 

Dinner-Concert: ID 40 

^xw/v/^ 


D?ertfrom*eut>ired Kingdom. 


I^LbUj) (LLqLjJI (XcLuiJl 


I Ticket sales Location: jSijaii 

Moka cafa 
Hard Rock cafd 
tetMal Bhemesani). 

Royal Cultural Center jS^i 

Freddy for Music 
Books @ Caf^ 

Music BOX (7th Orde). 

Cl Rho Ma (Sweifieh). 


Supporting Band 


Black Iris 


V Mg / 



todjsson Mf€f 

urauB' 


D ajani 

Group 


USalameh 
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Audience listen to Deputy Prime Minis ter Javad Anani (centre in right photo) delivering a speech on behalf of HRH Crown Prince 


Crown Prince: Water scarcity, energy are main challenges 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Water; 
scarcity in Jordan presents 
the country with an increas' , 
Lngly difficult and major' 
challenge in view of the 3.2 
per cent population growth, 
HRH Crown Prince Hassan 
has cautioned. 

In an address delivered on 
his behalf by Deputy Prime 
Minister for Development 
Affairs and Minster of State 
for Prime Ministry Affairs 
Jawad Anani. the Crown 
Prince said the Kingdom's 
agricultural sector con- 


sumes 70 per cent of total 
water resources, with 
domestic and industrial 


coQsumpnon estimates 
combine to use up the bal- 
ance. 

One solution to the prob- 
lem, Prince Hassan sug- 
gested. is the recycling of 
treated wastewater. a 
process, an initially costly 
undertaking but feasible 
utilising modem technolo- 
gy- 

Ihckling the topic of Jor- 
dan's economic outlook. 


Prince Hassan added that 
the Kingdom is facing 
another challenge. i.e., the 
rehabilitation of its human 
and energy resources and 
applying these assets in the 
arena of globalisation. 

Noting the ever increas- 
ing cost of energy, the 
Crown Prince said plans to 
conserve on enei;^ con- 
sumption and appropriate 
strategies to rehabilitate 
human resources for the 


coming century are a must. 
Refeiring to Jordan's fuel 


imports, specifically from 
Iraq, Prince Hassan said the 
present arrangement of land 
transport of Iraqi oil by 
truck is unsatisfactory and a 
more efficient means of 
obtaining oil and oil prod- 
ucts will eventually become 
necess^. 

Turning to emei^g 
financial problems, he said 
the county's current finan- 
cial difficulties are due 
largely to the decline in ±e 
amounts of taxes and cus- 
toms fees and a. reduction in 


customs duty on imported 
goods will exacerbate the 
problem. 

He stressed that economic 
restructuring help is urgent- 
ly needed from major 
industrial nations particu- 
larly £rom Europe as well as 
from Arab funds in order to 
enable it to become self- 
lelianL 

The Crown Prince also 
emphasised the importance 
of companies adjusting to 
the requirements of the 
World Trade Or ganisati on 


and the Jordanian-Euro- 
pean partnership agree- 
ment, hi g hli ghting the sig- 
nificance of the observance 
of intellectual property 
rights, especially in the 
country’s pharmaceutical 
sector. 

Prince Hassan concluded 
his address, presented by 
Dr. Anani at the Orthodox 
Club, saying that the gov- 
erament is devising strate- 
gies for each ministry to 
attend to ±e nation's needs 
until the year 2010. 


Asia: World’s largest, 


Japan loses ground to 


fastest growing market China in key Gulf market 


LONDON (AFP)— Asia 
is by far the world's 
largest market, with a 
nearly 37 per cent share, 
ahead of North America 
and Europe, and it has 
enjoyed the fastest 
growth since the start of 
tois decade, a study has 
showed. 

North America and 
Western Europe hold 
roughly the same share of 
the global market, around 
20.3 per cent, according 
to the Economist' lotelh- 
gence Unit (BIU), a 
research body affiliated to 
the British weekly. The 
Economist 

TTie EIU calculates the 
market size of a country 
or region from its popula- 
tion (total and urban), pri- 
vate expenditure, steel 
consumption, electricity 
production and number of 
telephones, cars and tele- 
visions. 

The data was compiled 
for 1995. 

The world's fourth most 
important region is Latin 
America (with eight per 
cent of the global mar- 
ket), followed by Eastern 


Europe (6.3 per cent), 
Africa (4.1 per cent), the 
Middle East (2.9 per cent) 
and Australasia (1.1 per 
cent). 

By country, the major 
markets are the United 
States (18.4 per cent). 
China (12.3 per cent), 
Japan (8.3 per cent), India 
(.6.35 per cent), Gennany 
(4.5 per cent), Russia 
(four per cent), France 
(3.2 per cent), Italy (2.9 
per cent). Britain (2.75 
per cent); Brasdl (2.'7 per 
cent). Mexico .(two per 
cent) and (Canada (two 
per cent). 

Between 1990 and 
1995, Asia surged ahead 
of other regions with a 
25-per cent jump in the 
size of its maricet. 

The next best performer 
was Latin Amenca with a 
20.7 per cent market 
growth, followed by 
Western Europe (S.8 per 
cent), Africa C7.9 per 
cent), Australasia (7.4 per 
cent). North America (ti.*/ 
per cent) and the Middle 
East (4.8 per cent). 

In contrast. Eastern 
Europe saw its market 


size squeezed by 17.2 per 
cent over five years. 

Among individual 
countries, Mexico took 
the lead with an impres- 
sive 82 per' cent growth 
rate, followed by China 
with 37 per cent and the 
United States with 5.9 per 
cent 

Russia, where the mar- 
ket contracted by 21.3 per 
cent, and Britain, which 
suffered a 1.4 per cent 
decline, were toe only 
two among toe top 12 
countries to experience 
negative growth. 

'Hie EIU also assesses 
the “market intensity” of 
a region or country, cal- 
culated in relation to the 
global average for per 
capita wealth and con- 
sumption. 

North America has toe 
most “intense'’ market. 
Despite toe relative 
poverty of (Thina and 
India, Asia as a whole is 
above toe world average, 
unlike Africa. Latin 
America and the Middle 
East. 


DUBAI (AFP) — Japan has 
lost ground to China in a key 
Middle East commercial 
centre because of a surge in 
the yen and an export blitz 
by Beijing, officii figures 
have showed. 

Clhina is now the second 
biggest exporter to Dubai 
after the United States while 
Japan has retreated to third 
pl^. after topping the list 
for several years before 
1995, Dubai's state statistics 
office said. 

The figui^. published .in 
local newsp^)^. show^ 
Japan's exports to Dubai 
stood at around 62 billion 
toiharas ($1.68 billion) in 
1996 and those by China at 
6.8 billion dirhams ($1.85 
billion). 

In 1^2, Japan's exports to 
Dubai totalled 7.2 billion 
dirhams ($1.96 billion) 
while China’s exports to the 
Gulf emirate sto^ at 3.8 bil- 
lion diriiams ($1.03 billion), 
less toan half the Japanese 
sales. 

*1n 1995 and 1996, 
retreated to third position in 
the list of exporters to Dubai 
... after years of Japan^e 
dominance.” the report said. 


Dubai is toe main tran- 
shipment centre in the Mid- 
dle East and a barometer of 
economic activity in the oil- 
ricb region. Its imports of 
around $15 billion in 1996 
accounted for neariy a fifto 
of toe GulTs total purchases. 

Officials said toe decline 
in J^)an’s exports to Dubai 
reflected lower demand for 
its goods in the whole region 
due to toe surge in the yen 
against toe dollar, to which 
most Gulf currencies are 
effectively Uhked. 

They noted Tol^ro's sales 
to the Dubai, the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) sec- 
ond biggest oil p^ucer, foU 
to one of their lowest levels 
ofS.6 billion dirhams ($1.52 
billion) in 1995 due to a 
sharp rise in the yen. 

“China's exports to Dubai 
and (Xber Gulf states have 
been on the increase over the 
past few years as this coun- 
tiy is launching continuous 
promotion dri^s and its 
products are competitively 
priced,” a UAE official said. 

China's trade wito toe 
Gulf was negligible during 
the 1980s before it opened a 
commercial office in Dubai 


and started to stage trade 
exhibitions and send delega- 
tions, opening up to the 
world in sweeping reforms. 

But in toe Gulf as a whole. 
China is dwarfed by Japan 
wito its trade wito the six- 
nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCQ not exceed- 
ing $3 billion in 1996 com- 
pared wito GCC-Ja{^ 
exchanges of $373 billion. 

Japan's exports to Dubai 
are mainly electronics, cars, 
watches, machinery and 
other manufacmred prod- 
ucts. Those by China cover 
cheaper watches, tpys, 
clothes, home reliances 
and foodstuffs. 

Most of Dubai’s imports 
are re-exported to neigh- 
bourii^ Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Iran, India and as 
far as Hong Kong. Singa- 
pore and Ea^ Eun^. 

The report shovt^ India 
was also gaining ground 
against other Asian 
exporters to Ditoai, with its 
sales growing by nearly nine 
per cent to 4.4 bOlion 
dirhams ($1.19 billion) in 
1996 over toe previous year. 

It clintoed fiom seventh to 
fifth in the exporters’ list 


Bv Undo C Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


ARIES 

(March 21 to April 19) Keep most of whai you know to 
youi«If. Let toe information come to you, instead of 
toe otoer way around. You’re on a reconnaissaDce mis- 
sion. A co-woiker you see in a social setting can ^ 
put toe whole thing into perspective. Your niate givts 
hebfri! feedback, too. 

^ TAURUS 

(April 20 to May 20) Somebody’s who’s your opposite 
is looking awfully attractive. Could this be the lelation- 
shb of your dreams? Better give it time to develop. The 
other person’s easily as stubborn as you are. There’s no’ 
need to rush into anything, even if you’ve been doing 
this for years. 

GEMINI 

(May 21 to June 21) A job you're doing for a friend or 
loved one could take more time than you realised. You’ll 
be hicky to get anything else done. Instead of com- 
plaining, give it your full attention. Otherwise, it'll take 
even longerl Your extra effort and good Immour will pay 
off for you. 

MOON CHILDREN 

(June 22 to July 21) There’s still a controversy at home, 
but that's all right You and toe most important person in 
your life can singly i^ore it. Plan to spend this evAnng j 
inaprivate location, where you can relax completely, You ' 
don't have to talk about it anymore. Do something else. 

LEO 

(July 22 to August 2 1 ) This day should turn out OK, but 
there could be a few tense moments. You and a partnm' 
need to make a decision. It concerns your home, or ■ 
somebody who's in it. To answer this puzzle, get ere-, 
ative. One of your group may still not be satisfied, but , 
be or she wiO be 'outvot^ 

VIRGO 

(August 22 to September 22) This is a good day to learb- 
aboiit love. One thing you may know already is that.it 
d^n’t take any -money. Put to^ into your savings 
account instead. Or go buy sranetoing for the house 
together. An idea you have this afternoon can help 
-yoiir woiklo^ lifter. Act on it. 

LIBRA 

(Septembo' 23 to October 22) Your attentioiu and quite 
a bit of your money, could go into your partner’s enter- . 
prise. That’s OK. You've had your day in the limeligbL 
Somdxxiy you care about needs a shove in toe right 
duection. Your insight, and your other contribotitHis, 
will make the difference. 

SCORPIO 

(October 23 to November 21) You're remarkably attrac- 
tive today. People you don't even know may up to 

you and ask you for your autograph. They don’t know 
who you are eitoer, but toey sense you must be some- 
body important. Sign with whatever name you want 
It’ll give them a tonH. . . 

~ SAGiTTARliJS 

(November 22 to Decemb^.21) You’re still playing 
catch-up, but that’s OK. You a weekend like this 
every once in a whDe. Talk soinp of your friends into 
helping, and msdke a party of it You can make a party, of 
anytoing. Later, a buddy of yours could have the solu- 
tion to a persistent [noblem. 

-CAPRICORN 

(December 22"to January 20) The outing you'd like to 
take wdto fiieods is too expensive. No n^ to put a 
miyor dent in your budget Insu^ ask for suggestions. 
A peraon you thought was a ditz could have a fabulous 
idea. ;It: need's a Ihole work, but you're good at that 
You'll have a great time. 

i AQUARIUS 

(Jahuaiy^l to Febhiary 19) An older person your' 
life all- figured out He or' she has all sems of hoops for 
- you fojump .duough, in.lhe namg of love. Wellj^nv.'s , 

. one thing, but blind obiMliepce is another. Be nice; .but 
, .-in^te sure your own agenda gets included in the ^^ah- 
niDg.too. 

- PISCES 

• (Febnivy^O to March 20) A formgner brings yon lud( ^ 
'to(^y, as well as Export healing vibes and whatever 
' .el^-you want Pay in like kind. There's still a loutf cc^ 
fiiston, imt you don’t care. Travel near water to fiiid 
peao^ tranquilliiy^aDd romance. Make it happen. ' 


Bkthstone of September: SappUre — Lapis 


THE Daily Crossword 


6 An^ihRiian 
10 Sounds of 


14 reherman, ol a 
kind 

15 (aolden — 

16 — Mountans, 


17 Sman movie 
part 

18 As^slant 
19Blac»)trd 
20 Chauffeur^ 

food 

preference? 

22 Kind of blocker 

23 Actress Berger 

24 Actress Butsiyn 

25 Swiss river 

28 Draft org. 

29 Babatfs 


mmmm 



I bought this screen saver 
to discourage burglars." 


31 Stick used in a 

game 
33 Saucy 

37 Cal cafi 

38 UnaecoRipariied 

40 — fixe 

41 Valued 

43 Salad makings 

45 GaeBc 

46 *Norma — * 

47 After gross 

48 Canea Is Us 
capita) 

51 Whale visitor 
53 Dickens’ Hriali 


by Charles R. Woodard 


09(24/97 


54 MBitary hem's 
(bod 

preference? 

59 Raison d— 
601hkeiteasy 

61 Fresh air 

62 Soto 
NobeSst Wiesei 

64 Cozy abodes 

65 Vltoter testers? 

66 Unwarsad plant 

67 Glossy 


DOWN 

1 Relkiious group 

2 Learn 

3 Diva (Suck 

4 AtoBs 


5 AfGim openly 

6 Panqihleis 

7 Kind of board 

8 Robert or Alan 

9 Suimise 

10 MQqueloasrs 

toed 

preference? . 

11 Twk^ 

12 Author Brrt 

13 Panof EAP 
21 Pants' 

measures 

24 Notable time 

25 Pinnacle 

26 War god 

27 Radix 
29Crilidzs 

severely 
30 Posh 

32 Florisfsfood 
preference? 

33 TVk-— Squad* 

34 First garden 
350oty 
36TfycUt 

39 Bnweor 
Remiek 
42 Before 


Tuesdays Puzzle solved: 


offiaa DDOffi □□□□□ 
□QDQ QQQQ □□□QD 

QQQHQOQQQQQDQQQ 
□QQ QQCl 
□□□□□□ QDDID 

□QDQD [!□□□ □□□ 

□□□□□□□[DQQQnanD 
□□□Q [!□□□□ 
□□Q □□□□□□ 
non QQQ 
□□□□□□□DDQQffiElElID 
□QQQS □□□□ □□□□ 
□□□□□ QDDQ □□□□ 
HHCinB aBBa dqqq 


^ Mesa Sonkm. feK. 

Al rigrita resemd. 


44 Motives 
46 Stined 14) 

48 Swindfe 
48 )Qk 1 of rocket 

50 Scary 

51 ^Sourxlaf 
MuskTslar 


52 Shirley Booth 
role 

54 Aviated 

55 Funedon 

56 Misplace 

57 Feed the kkty 
seRoto 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Hatvf Arnold and MSw 


Now arrange the ctfded leaers » 
form the surprise answer, as su|r 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers 

YbBtarda/s Jufrtjles: PRONE SANDV OUTLET TYPIST 

* Answer What they did when the wtne ran low at tha 

festival - STEPPED IT 
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SSC investments may exceed JDlb 

** TOTAL INVKTMENTS of the Social Security Corporation (SSC) are expected 
to exceed JDl billion during the final quarter of this year, according to an official 
source at the SSC. Noting that total investments have been increa.sioa steadily he 
said that the amount stood at JD901 million at the end of the first quarter of this 
year. 

At the end of last year, total investments amounted to JD865 million, a 15.7 per 
cent growth over the JD748 million reached at the end of 1995. The 1^5 amount 
was 13.8 per cent higher than the JD657 million total investments at the end of 1994 
(A1 Ra*i). 

Corporation helps set up, 
expand 800 projects 

** THE JORDAN Loan Guarantee Corporation has participated in setting up or 
exp^ding 800 projects that provided around 3.800 Job opportunities, the corpora- 
tion's general manager. Jamal Salah, has announced He indicated that this 
achievement was made possible by the corporation guaranteeing JDS million out of 
JD15 miUion of loans extended by banks for small projects. 

By guaranteeing 50 per cent or 75 per cent of a loan from a local bank to a client, 
the corporation encourages banks to provide financing* to people who are unable to 
provide guarantees usually required by banks. Dr. Salah indicated that 50 per cent 
of the loans that were guaranteed by the corporation were directed to establishing 
or e.xpanding projects outside the Amman area to encourage businesses in geo- 
graphical regions that are less fortunate. 

Speaking about the importance and role of small- and medium-size industries in 
the Kingdom. Dr. Salah highlighted 1994 statistics that showed that out of 2I,(XI0 
industrial entities. 97 per cent of them employed less than 20 persons. These small 
industries have a total workforce of around 60.000 persons or 48 per cent of all 
woikers in industrial entities, be said. 

The statistics also show that around 17.000 small industries employ four workers 
or less. As such, approximately 37,000 persons work in this category or about 29 per 
cent of the overall number of workers in the industrial sector (Al Dusiour). 

Minister approves setting up 
handicraft city in Ma’an 

** MUNICIPALITIES AND Rural Affairs Minister Tawfiq Kreishan has approved 
setting up an integrated handicraft cii>’ on a 250-dunum of land in Ma'an. The hand- 
icraft city would include centres to maintain and service all types of cars, black- 
smiths, tiles and bricks factories as well as facilities for general ser\'ices. The 
municipality of Ma'an in cooperation with the concerned departments will provide 
the infrastructure for this projects (Al Ra'i). 
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Rffajor Currencies & Crass Rates 


prices as at . 


1^9/97 19KI2 


<. CtftT«ncy-' 

VSDJ 

:;DEM 

'.'GBP- 


■.Am}- 



LtetCf: 


US Dollar 

- 

1.7585 

0.6227 

1.4543 

121J0 

1.3843 

171729 

12797 

52061 

OEMarfc 

0.5687 


0.3539 

1L8270 

68.87 

a7870 

878.63 

1.1259 

32587 

GB Sterling 

1.B060 

2.8325 

. 

2.3384 

194.62 

22232 

275823 

3.1794 

92652 

CHF^anc 

0.6876 

120.84 

0.4278 

- 

63.37 

0.9S13 

118022 

13626 

<0586 

JPYen 

0.0082 

1.4491 

0.5130 

1.1984 

- 

1.1407 

14.16 

163.14 

4.8670 

CA Dollar 

9J224 

1,2772 

0.4466 

1Z639 

1.14 

- 

124724 

12380 

42680 

nr Lira 

0.0006 

1.0230 

0.3621 

0XW46 

1418,44 

02053 

- 

1122 


NLOiUder 

ojiei 

86.78 

0.3143 

73.45 

61.22 

02989 

86721 

- 

22818 

FR Franc 

0.1693 

0.2976 

0.1(» 

24.6112 

2asi 

02343 

3320 

332000 
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Middle Eastern Currendes 


''.:Cwraacy ' 

'USD- 

■■JQP . 

rSAR'- 




•'AEDt 



US Dollar 

. 

0.70U 

3.7504 

02770 

3.6398 

02040 

3.6/28 

153720 

3287S 

Jordan Dinar 

12114 

. 

52934 

0.5321 

5.1373 

02291 

5.1W 

216927 

4J812 

Saudi Rlyal 

02666 

0.1889 

- 

0.1005 

027 

0.0811 

028 

409.82 

02032 

Bahrain Dinar 

2.65 

12784 

92483 

- 

9.66 

02064 

9.74 

407723 

82856 

Qatar Dinar 

02747 

0.1947 

1.0304 

1.0304 

- 

02835 

121 

A99 9H 

02307 

Kuw^ EHnar 

32893 

23304 

122360 

12400 

1127 

- 

1228 

505529 

02307 

Emirates Dinar 

02723 

0.1929 

1.0211 

0.1026 

02910 

0.0828 

- 

41828 

02223 

LebonesenOOO 

0.55 

0.4810 

22401 

02453 

2.3681 

0,1973 

22886 

- 

L2040 

Egyptian 

02952 

02092 

1.1071 

0.1113 

1.0745 

02897 

1.0842 

453.73 

- 

Energy 



Mid-East Currc 

erKies 



cuts 

Last 

ra^oo4 



.USD 


^GBP:., 



Brent 

19.72 

19.41 


SA Rlyal 

02666 

02690 

0.166 

0288 

32256 

tf.Texa 

20.84 

2025 


AE Dirham 

02723 

02789 

0.1^5 

02962 

33.04 


19.72 

19.41 


KW Dinar 

3.2893 

5.787 

22479 

4.787 

3982 

Dubai 

1825 

18.15 


BH Dinar 

02770 

4.6664 

1.6518 

3.S85 

32125 

ULGas 

191.00 

195.00 


CY Pound* 

12146 

3.3668 

1.1918 

2.7844 

23224 


Metal Prices 


Currency Deposit Rates (Bid) 


•Metai 

Bid 

Offer 

Gold (oz’s) 

326.1 

3262 

Sliver (oz's) 

4.82 

423 

Platinum (oz's) 

427.7 

429.7 

AL (3 Months) 

1942 

1645 

CU (3 Months) 

2094 

2098 

Zinc (3 Months) 

1425 

1430 

Load (3 Months) 

651 

654 

Nl (3 Months) 

6805 

6825 



- 

; : r • 



1 ^4, J- 

CTwjr-: 

Month 

Mor^ 

Mdn^ 

Moni^ 

j .y«ar" 

USD 

521 

5.65 

5.70 

5.77 

528 

GBP 

7.01 

7.16 

726 

7.18 

723 

JPY 

024 

0.44 

0.47 

022 

0.48 

DEM 

3.16 

3.06 

325 

328 

320 

FRF 

3.18 

321 

324 

327 

3.71 

CHF 

120 

1.25 

123 

128 

1.76 

ITL 

621 

i 625 

6.07 

5,79 

5.80 


Bahrain and Kuwait ink 
protocol to link bourses 


MANAMA (R) — Bahrain 
and Kuwait have signed a 
protocol linking their stock 
exchanges allowing fcM* 
cross-t^ing and listing of 
films in the two countries, 
bourse officials said 

Traders said the deal, cre- 
ating a regional market 
with a joint capitalisation of 
around $23 billion, wmiid 
boost stocks, increase con- 
fidence and bring money 
needed for development. 

“The signed protocol pro- 
vides for the increase of 
Joint cooperation in the 
issuance and tmding of 
securities listed in both 
stock exchanges in ordtr to 
encourage investment in 
this sector," Bahrain Stock 
Exchange (BSE) said in a 
statement sent to Reuters. 

“Both stock exchanges 
will work together to furtll- 
tate conditions and proce- 
dures of trading in securi- 
ties listed in the two 


exchanges and will also 
organise the clearing and 
settlement procedures in a 
way that ensures the rights 
of investors in both coun- 
tries ” it said. 

The statement said practi- 
cal moves were expected to 
begin soon through the 
si g nin g of bilateral agree- 
ments between brokers 
licensed in the two stock 
exchanges. 

Traders said many private 
Kuwaiti businessmen are 
already invesdng heavily in 
the Bahrain exchange, 
described by officials as the 
cheapest but one of the 
most promising maricets in 
the region. 

Bahrein's index closed 
the week to Thursday at 
2,065.82 points, up 4.36 
points from a week earlier. 
Kuwait's index ended the 
week Wednesday at a 
record high of 2,544.20 
points, a 1.48 per cent rise 


from die previous week. 

B ahrain, a main financial 
and banking centre in the 
Gulf, and Oman began 
cross-listing shares on each 
other’s market in March 
1995 in the first such step in 
the region. 

Three Omani firms are 
now listed on the BSE, but 
brokers say trade has so far 
been negligible. Critics said 
lack of information has 
hampered development of 
cross-border trade. 

Oman and Bahrain have 
already signed a memoran- 
dum with Kuwait, which 
has a market capitalisation 
of around SIS billion, to 
link the three countries' 
exhanges. 

The Bahraini market is 
open to Gulf Arab nationals 
although a few firms are 
also open to non-Gulf for- 
eign investors. 


IFC financing for 
poor countries higher 


HONG KONG (AFP) — The 
International Finance Cotpo- 
ratioQ (IFC) said it bad 
approved $3.3 billion of 
financing for 276 pTOjCCtS U1 
the year to June 1977, up from 
$32 billion a year earlier. 

Projects approved for small 
and medium-sized enterprise 
projects soared 43 per cent, 
said the IFC, the private sector 
arm of the Wotid Bank which 
is the laigest source of equity 
and loan financing for private 
sector projects in developing 
countries. 

“IFC’s results for fiscal year 
1997 reflect a year of innova- 
tion and change ... with activ- 
ities in more countries and 
more enterprises and develop- 
ment of more financial prod- 
ucts than ever before,” said 
J annilc I .indhaek. the IFC 
executive vice president. 

To finarue its lending pro- 
gramme, which covered pro- 
jects in 84 countries in fiscal 
1997. the IFC bonowed some 
$34 billion during the year. 


vinuaiiy all of it on interna- 
tional cental mazkets. 

It also made some currency 
borrowings in eimei^g mar- 
kets, in the form of bond 
issues in Czech koruna. South 
African rand, Slovak konma 
and Philippine pesos. 

The IFC was heavily 
invc^ved in financing aimed at 
tackling environmental issues, 
and ^)proved $135 million, 
including $65 million in syn- 
dications, for an environmen- 
tal upgrade and expansion of a 
power generation plant in the 
Czech Republic. 

>^^thout the improvements, 
the plant would have to be 
shut down under a new Czech 
clean air law. 

As pan of its missimi to sup- 
port privatisation, the IFC was 
the principal adviser in a $7 
l^lioD privatisation of the 
Manila water and sewage sys- 
tem, helping find sponsors 
to deliver a greatly improved 
service. 


South Asia offers easy visas, cheap tickets to boost tourism 


COLOMBO (AFP) — 
South Asian tourism min- 
isters have agreed to ease 
visa restrictions for 
nationals travelling with- 
in the region and offer 
cheap air tickets to woo 
foreign visitors, officials 
have said. 

Ministers from 

Bangladesh, Bhutan. 
India, the Maldives, 
Nepal, Pakistan and Sri 
Lanka agreed to simplify 
visa procedures and har- 
monise customs formali- 


ties. 

But they sidestepped a 
proposal by Sri Lanka to 
make South Asian cur- 
rencies freely convertible 
within the region by say- 
ing that they '‘support^ 
filler steps to facilitate 
easier travel within the 
region." 

Officials said the min- 
isters proposed a 30 per 
cent discount on tickets 
issued by their national 
airlines to tourists visit- 
ing at least three destina- 


tions in the region. 

“There are lot of techni- 
cal issues on this conces- 
sionary travel to be 
worked out so there was 
no final agreement on the 
implementation date for 
the scheme." an official 
said. 

The meeting also 
shelved Sri Lanlra's pro- 
posal completely to lift 
visa formtffities because 
of the “political realities" 
among members of the 
seven-nation South Asian 


Association for Regional 
Cooperation (SAARC). 

Sri Lanka's Tourism 
Minister Dhannasiri 
Senanayake said they had 
for the first time taken a 
collective approach to 
promoting tourism in 
South Asia. 

Sri L^an President 
Cbandrika Kumaratunga 
urged SAARC nations to 
jointly promote tourism 
and said they had failed 
to exploit the region's 
potential. 


Ms. Kumaratunga said 
the region's share of the 
global tourism - market 
was less than one per 
cent 

She said only the Indian 
Ocean atoll nation of 
Maldives had a fully 
developed tourism indus- 
try while others were lag- 
ging behind despite beau- 
tiful beaches, mountains, 
cultural and scenic sights 
elsewhere in the region. 
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PAST 12 
HICB 

HONTHS 

LOW 

CSHPANY'S MAKE 

P / B 

DXV. 

MO. 

OF 

TRANS. 

NO. OP 
SHARES 

VALOS 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE CHANCE 
PRICE 


346.000 241.500 

ARAB BARK 

IS. 6 > 

I.IS 

20 

1140 

386X55 

338.50 

340.00 

1.50*- 

N 

2.340 

1.680 

JOR.KATIOIAL BK. 

B 

0.00 

53 

24200 

46547 

1.93 

1.93 

- 


S.800 

4.300 

CAIRO AKKAN BHITK 

10.3 

3.00 

1 

50 

250 

5.00 

. S.OD 



■ 1.190 

.890 

HIO.EAST IMV.BR. 

62.4 

0.00 

14 

3800 

3604 

.92 

.•95 

.03*- 


2.400 

2. ISO 

imUSTRZAL DEV. SIC. 

9.7 

6.46 

45 

32600 

■ 78167 

2.33 

2.45 

.12* 


5.200 

4.600 

THE HODSIBC BK. 

14.8 

3.92 

3 

2600 

12870 

4.95 

4.9S 

m ' ' 


4.190 

2.440 

ooR.iunoaT bask 

11.4 

0.00 

3 

210 

668 

3.15 

3.20 

.05* 


1.050 

.740 

JOR.CDUr BASK 

4.9 

8.43 

14 

21850 

18134 

.79 

.83 

.04* 


4.050 

3.S20 

JOa.lSIAHZC BANK 

14.9 

3.28 

42 

18150 

66323 

3.70 

3.66 

.04- 


1.750 

3.080 

JOR.XRV.PXJt.BAKK 

22.8 

0.00 

2 

440 

1560 

3.59 

3.85 

.04- 


2.200 

.890 

BSJT.AL^MAL (BSXniA) 

.6 

16.30 

1 

100 

92 

.93 

.92 

.01- 


BAMR SECTOR 30TAi:.S ZMDBXl 242.46 XCBCf 

40.45 

198 

105140 

614358 





2.200 

1.590 

30R numcB titsDX. 

5.0 

6.52 

2 

1500 

2640 

1.76 

1.75 

- 


INSmWfCB SBCTOR TOTALS ZBDSZt 115.15 rC36; 

O.DD 

2 

1500 

2640 





2.030 

1.550 

JOR. ELECTRIC FWR. 

9.8 

4.93 

135 

183350 

369898 

2.00 

2.03 

.03* 

T 

3.600 

1.320 

IRBID ELBCTRICXZT 

22.5 

3.04 

3 

400 

1512 

3.60 

3.78 

.18* 


l.SSO 

.930 

NATL. PORTFOLIO 

« 

0.00 

11 

5850 

7908 

1.35 

1.35 



9.160 

6.700 

AZJIA'I 

12.8 

6.99 

1 

50 

358 

7.21 

7.15 

.06- 


1.790 

1.150 

HID. EAST BOTELS 

18.7 

0.00 

28 

254500 

313035 

1.23 

1.23 

- 


3.720 

2.890 

ARAB XKTL.ISV.BDDC. 

9.1 

0.00 

14 

6250 

21538' 

3.44 

3.47 

.03* 


1.190 

.930 

ZARKA EDSCATZOir 

9 

0.00 

3 

700 

699 

.99 

1.00 

.01* 


2.130 

1.630 

URIFIED CO. 

8.4 

6.21 

5 

3050 

5383 

1.76 

1.77 

.01* 


SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS lEDBZt 111 

.53 SC8S: 

40.43 

200 

454150 

720330 





1.100 

.930 

ATTANOSBB 

9 

0.00 

3 

2950 

2950 

l.OD 

1.00 

- 


4.450 

3.220 

JOR. PACT. 

25.3 

2.93 

14 

5462 

20643 

3.80 

3.76 

.04- 


11.000 

9.070 

OOR. PBZROL.RSTIHAIIT 

10.7 

B.OB 

31 

4380 

48202 

10.97 

11.00 

.03* 


1.420 

1.050 

WDOLEM ZBDOSraZES 

9.5 

9.09 

2 

6000 

6600 

1.12 

1.10 

.02- 


3.260 

1.620 

ZtrDOSTRZAL CCMH.RCR. 

9 

0.00 

3 

536 

883 

1.64 

1.65 

.01+ 


4.700 

3.040 

ARAB 7SABM. IMP. 

12.6 

4.36 

.36 

4130 

18876 

4.56 

4.59 

.03+ 


2.650 

2.150 

JORDAE DAZRT 

8.9 

9.22 

1 

500 

1325 

2.65 

2.65 

- 


S.9SO 

4.300 

OAR V Dv.xmr. 

14.1 

4.35 

4 

1050 

6088 

5.85 

5.75 

.10- 


3.850 

2.220 

ARAB ALDM.XED. 

5.8 

10.04 

2 

200 

498 

2.49 

2.49 

— 


.910 

.450 

LIVESTOCK 4 POOLSRZ 

12.1 

0.00 

64 

103400 

57909 

.55 

.57 

.02+ 

* 

1.240 

.950 

ARAB PAPER OOSV.ZRD. 

27.5 

0.00 

2 

700 

630 

.95 

.90 

.05- 


.770 

.510. 

NATIONAL ZEDS. 

9 

0.00 

26 

23300 

13748 

.57 

.60 

.03+ 


1.200 

.510 

I NTERKBD . PSTRO. CBM . 

9 

0.00 

27 

12350 

7095 

.56 

.59 

.03+ 


.920 

.530 

.WR. ROCXHOOL ZEDS. 

9 

0.00 

12 

11350 

7718 

.66 

.68 

.02+ 


2.970 

1.480 

imiV.CBEM.INDS. 

13.3 

5.76 

1 

250 

370 

1.48 

1.48 

- 


3.000 

2.070 

NATL.CABLS nxhe.mfac 

36.9 

0.00 

2 

300 

678 

2.30 

2.30 

— 


.690 

.530 

JOR. SOLPBO-CHBf 

9 

0.00 

20 

26300 

17491 

.64 

.67 

.03+ 


1.670 

1.120 

ARAB PHARK.CBEM. 

17.0 

5.26 

3 

1500 

2005 

1.33 

1.33 



1.880 

1.080 

UNIV. I4DDN.IIIDS. 

P 

.21 

27 

30250 

37419 

1.25 

1.23 

.02- 


1.460 

.900 

JOR . I KDS . RE50CRCSS 

12.1 

11.11 

11 

7400 

6724 

.90 

.90 

- 


1.620 

1.300 

NATL. CHLORINE 

14.9 

4.43 

4 

16700 

26386 

1.58 

1.58 

- 


1.070 

.810 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

15.6 

0.00 

6 

5750 

4888 

.85 

.85 

— 


1.330 

1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

6.2 

0.00 

5 

11100 

12643 

1.13 

1.13 

- 


XN90STRXAL SECTOR TOTALS ZSDBZ: 122. 

.42 <C8Cs 

-0.19 

264 

275858 

301766 




GRMID TOTAL 

IJIDEZs 176.50 <C8Cs 

40.21 

684 

836648 

1639093 
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.710 

.410 

HACK . EQP . RENT . MAZE . 

9 

D.OO 

1 

250 

123 

.49 

.49 



.630 

.300 

CENTRAL CEN. STORAGE 

9 

0.00 

1 

1000 

310 

.31 

.31 

- 


.640 

.380 

JOR. TRADE PAC. 

11.7 

0.00 

28 

85050 

37410 

.42 

.44 

.02+ 



.770 

.660 

UNION zirv. 50< 

9 

0.00 

8 

19550 

4802 

.73 

.73 

— 



.570 

.360 

ARAB FZH. INVEST. 

9 

0.00 

36 

4SS00 

18675 

.40 

.42 

.02+ 



38.000 

29.000 

JOR TOORZ5T TRANS. CO 

3.2 

3.03 

1 

100 

3300 

31.97 

33.00 

1.03+ 


.480 

.200 

JOR. IlfDS . HATCH- JZMCO 

9 

D.OO 

2 

1700 

391 

.23 

.23 

- 


.710 

.490 

ARAB POOD 6 MED. 

9 

0.00 

7 

3250 

1610 

.49 

.51 

.02+ 


.540 

.380 

ARAB ZNTL.ZNV.ZRD. 

47.2 

0.00 

14 

13350 

5434 

.40 

.41 

.01+ 


.720 

.390 

KATL. TEXTILE 

9 

0.00 

1 

350 

137 

.39 

.39 

- 


.750 

.400 

NATL . HOLT . EEC . RAMZOO 

9 

0.00 

17 

16400 

7052 

.42 

.43 

.01+ 


.810 

.710 

JORDAN STEEL 

34.4 

6.58 

$ 

4500 

3420 

.76 

.76 

— 


.720 

.580 

HZOSA5T PnARK. 75> 

E 

0.00 

6 

14250 

5313 

. .63 

.62 

.01- 


.730 

.550 

RAZZ PHARM. B5< 

B 

0.00 

3 

3048 

1555 

.66 

.66 

— 


.540 

.290 


9 

0.00 

6 

13550 

4065 

.30 

.30 

- 


.860 

.680 

ZNDS. CZRAMZC 

17.6 

0.00 

5 

520 

356 

.69 

.66 

.01- 


Solidere 

approves 

foreign 

ownership 

BEIRUT (R) — Sol-idere. 
Lebanon's biggest compa- 
ny, has decid^ to open up 
its shares to foreign 
investors, a company offi- 
cial said. 

The official said the deci- 
sion was made with major- 
ity approval in an extraor- 
dmary meeting of share- 
holders. 

“The general assembly 
improved giving foreigners 
the right to own Solidere's 
shares," the official, who 
requested anonymity, told 
Reuters. 

Before the decision, 
shares in Solidere, which is 
leading a multi-billion dol- 
lar drive to rebuild war-rav- 
aged central Beirut, could 
not be bought by non- 
Arabs. Lebanese banks and 
most local companies were 
also barred, fiem owner- 
ship. 

Solidere shareholders 
also decided to open shares 
to local instimtions. 

The changes will remove 
all restrictions on transfer- 
ability except for the 1 0 per 
cent limit on ownership by 
a single investor. 

Prime Minister Rafik 
Hariri has said he expected 
Solidere to win govem- 
rnent approval for its plans 
to open shares to foreign- 
ers. He said the move was 
part of efforts to lure for- 
eign investors to Lebanon, 
still recovering from the 
1975-90 civil war. 
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DAJANl Jewellers.Gems dealers.Unique designs inl8k Gold . • 











Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel;- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 


STUBiO HRtG 

Protessionad in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and 

* JUMBO f^olo 5f2e| 
smiergen 

* Free enlargement^ 
20x30 cm. 


Shmeisani • Opposite 
Grindl^ Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
SweifiehTel: 823891 



CJOMIHCm 

'OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING POa 
• TENNIS &. 

SQUASH 
COURTS 
■ SAUNA, 

JACUZZI 8 
MASSAGE 
’ FITNESS 
ROOM 

Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv station RO. 



TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 
SECTION CALL 

667171 EXT. 223 

OR 

684311 - 
699634 EXT. 42 



4 

Mm»mw * 

7 " 

1 AIRPORT EXPRESS 


Modern Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around ihe CLOCK 
30 Mriutes (torn AtsdoS 
to Airport and Bock 



For Further DetoRs coll : 
Airport BrorKrh 08-51531 
Abdofl Branch 653313 





QuaBy Serviced SultBS 

EqeiM^ laMwacOfi • Ddy ft 

* Itasonriite RAtK 


3th Cud: 

Tcl 692fS72 Pax fi74551 



Apartments 
& Villas Deluxe 
in Amman 

SANABEL 


Real Estate 


Sweifiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
Ta.864230>T 865167 
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Sampras wins Grand Slam Cup 


MUNICH (AFP) — Pete 
Sampras broke the bank 
Sunday at the Grand Slam 
Cup. defeating U.S. Open 
champion Pat Rafter 6-2, 6- 
4. 7-5 to wrap up a week's 
work worth $2 niillion. 

Sampras, whose payout 
included a $500.(X)0 bonus 
for titles at the Australian 
Open and Wimbledon, 
hiked his 1997 prizemoney 
substantially and ran his 
total winnings at the 
Munich event in six appear- 
ances to nearly $7.4 mil- 
lion. 

The American continued 
his career-long domination 
over his Australian oppo- 
nent in the one hour. 35- 
minute contest at die 
Olympiahalle. The victop^ 
came less than 24 houra 
after Sampras ousted 
British No.l Greg Rusedski 
in a semi-final. 

Rafter earned his place in 
the championship match by 
overcoming Czech player 
Petr Korda in five draining 
sets lasting for more than 
four hours on Saturday. 

“1 played extremely well 
today," said Sampras. 
’'Patrick. I think, -was tired 
from his semi-final. But 
he's a great player and has 
improved a lot this year. 
He'll be around for a lot of 
years." 

One week ago, Sampras 
beat Rafter to lead the 
United State.i into the Davis 
Cup final at the expense of 
the Aussies. There was little 
change in the scenario on 
Sunday. 

Sampras overiiauled the 
Australian after Rafter bad 
run up a 40-Iove lead in the 
1 1th game of ±e third seL 
The powerful American 
broke the flag^g Aussie 
for 6-5 and finished up the 
match a same later with an 



Patrick Rafter of Australia (R) grimaces as he looks at his nmners-up trophy while 
Pete Sampras of the United States holds the winner’s trophy of the Monich tennis 
Grand Sl^ Cup tournament Sampras beat rafter ^2 7-5 to win the prize 

money of $1.6 million (Reuters photo) 

overhead winner on the first ing. 3. 

of two match points. **Pete showed why he’s so Rafter, fighting to stay 

The Munich match was far ahead of everyone else, alive, saved point in 

the first time that two reign- Maybe someday be’ll go the opening game of the 

ing Grand Slam champions off the boil and I'll have a second set in the face of the 

have met in the final of the chance." Sampras superiority. 

$6 million 16-man invita- Both men will compete But the American bore 

tional. which was being next week in Basle at the down, breaking in the ninth 

contested for the eighth Swiss Indoors, where game for 5-4 and serving up 

time. World No. 1 Sampras is top a two-set-to-love lead a 

Sampras improved his seed. game later after just 56 

record over Rafter to seven Sampras exerted his dom- minutes on court, 
wins and a single loss, ination early, breaking Sampras faced — and 
which he took in 1993 at Rafter in the opening game, saved — the first break 

the hands of the then piling on two love point against his serve in 

Queenslander. games to hold a 3-1 margin, the match during the sixth 

"He was just too good The American swept game of the third set. win- 

again for me today," said through to claim th^ set in ning with a backhand vol- 

Rafter. "It's been like that 21 minutes, then continued Ieyf6r3-all. 

for the last seven or eight barrelling through die sec- From that point on the 
times and it's getting hot- ond against the World No. end was in si^t. 


Rafter, fighting to stay 
alive, saved point in 
the opening game of the 
second set in the face of the 
Sampras superiority. 

But the American bore 
down, breaking in the ninth 
game for 5-4 and serving up 
a two-set-to-love lead a 
game later after just 56 
minutes on court. 

Sampras faced — and 
saved — the first break 
point against his serve in 
the match during the sixth 
game of the third set. win- 
ning with a backhand vol- 
ley for 3-aIl. 

From that point on the 
end was in si^t. 


Zulle 
continues 
lead 
in Tour 
of Spain 

MADRID (AFP) — Alex 
Zulle of Switzerland 
Sunday completed a com- 
prehensive victory in the 
Tour of Spain — bis sec- 
ond straight win in the 
race. 

ONCT rider Zulle, 29. 
easily conserved his lead 
by finishing in'the pack in 
the 22nd and final stage, a 
148.5km ride around the 
outskirts of Madrid. 

The final stage was won 
in a sprint by Dutchman 
Max van Heeswijk. 

Zulle had held the yellow 
jersey since the first time- 
trial of the race, the ninth 
stage. He finished in ftont 
of Spaniard Fernando 
Escartin (Kelme) and 
Swiss rider Laurent 
Dufaux (Festina). 

It was a final win for 
ONCE for ZuUe. who will 
join the Festina team next 
year. 

Only 125 riders made it 
to the end of the race after 
198 started in Lisbon, 
Portugal, three weeks ago. 


lyson fight dead teriuinated 

LAS VEGAS (AFP) — Mike Tyson's six-fight contract to 
box at a hotel here has been terminated one bout short of 
completion. Promoter Don King and the MGM Grand 
Hotel struck a deal to end the pact that has seen Tyson 
fight his major bouts on the Las Vegas Strip since his 
return to boxing following a three-year prison sentence 
for rape. The hotel began moves to escape the contract In 
July when Tyson was banished from the sport for biting 
Evander Holyfield during their June 23 World Boxing 
Association heavyweight title bout at the Grand. Hotel 
officials consider^ lyson in breach of the pact because 
he was not available to fight before the deal expired next 
March. Tyson can apply for reinstatement of his boxing 
license next July after one year out of the ring. 

Frombei^ wins 4th career title 

BUCHAREST (AFP) — Australian Richard Frombeig 
downed Italian Andrea Gaudenzi in straight sets Sunday 
to win the $475,000 ATP Tour tournament here. 
Fromberg's 6-1, 7-6 (7/2) win in a match between two 
unseeded players gave the clay court specialist the fourth 
career title of his career — but his first for six years. The 
tall 27-year-old Tasmanian's previous titles came at 
Bologna and Bastad in 1990 and Wellington, New 
Zealand, in 1991. 

Cermeno retains title 

CARACAS (AFP) — Antonio Cermeno of Venezeula 
retained his WBA super-bantamweight title on Saturday 
night with a unanimous points decision over his compa- 
triot Jose "Cheo" Rojas. The judges scored 1 17-113, 117- 
1 14 and 119-112 in favour of Cermeno, who made his 
eighth successful defenbe. Cermeno. 28, improved his 

record to 29rl. 

Peslier upstages Dettori at Ascot 

LONDON (Rj — Top French jockey Olivier Peslier 
upstaged Frankie Denori at Ascot on Saturday a year to 
the day when the Italian rode all seven wiimers at odds of 
over 25.000- 1 . Peslier had three winners from four rides, 
including 9-1 chance air express in the big race of the day, 
the group one Queen Elizabeth II Stakes, the other two 
winners were both 14-1 chances, giving Peslier a treble of 
around 2,250-1. Dettori managed just one winner ftom 
seven mounts, riding 9-2 chance Jaseur to a three length 
victory in the last event the race which 12 months ago 
was Che finale to his historic feat 


Ronaldo keeps Inter on top 
JuventuSy Sampdoria dram 


MILAN (AFP) — 

Ronaldo and Youri 

Djoikaeif made sure Inter 
NUlan's winning nm con- 
tinued on Saturday night 
as they crushed nine-man 
Lecce S-1 to stay top of 
Italy's Serie A. 

In Stuurday's other 
matches, 10-man champi- 
ons Juventus scored once 
in injuiy-time to draw 1-1 
witii Sampdoria, Lazio 
scored twice in injury-time 
to beat Bari 3-2 and Parma 
trounced Udinese 4-0. 

Ronaldo and Djorkaeff 
scored two each and sub- 
stimte Maurizio Gau 
added the fifth, only a 
minute after coming on, as 
Inter pressed home their 
numerical advantage over 
Lecce. 

DjoricaefT broke the 
deaffiock in the 32nd 
minute with a volley from 
the edge of the area, and 
Lecce had midfielder 
Maurizio Rossi sent off 
minutes later. 

Ronaldo, who had 
already made his presence 
felt with a shot which hit 
both posts, then drove 
home a fte^ldck in first- 
half injury time. 

Rancesco Palmieri 
pulled one back for Lecce 
ftom the penalty spot, but 
a few minutes later 
Yugoslav defender Nenad 
Sakic was given his 
marching orders for a sec- 
ond bookable offence. 

Djorkaeff added Inter’s 
third with a 78th minute 
ftee-kick, Ronaldo scored 
his fourth league goal in 
three games and Ganz 
completed the rout in the 
83rd minute. 

Inter, with 12 points 
from four games, have 
won all seven matches this 
season between league and 
cup competition. 


However, there may have 
been six goals at Le^ but 
the Olympic stadium was 
the place to be for thrills as 
(2zech midfielder Pavel 
Nedved opened and closed 
die scoring for Larfo. 

Nedved, who had earned 
Lazio a penalty in all three 
previous league matches, 
gave them a fourth-minute 
lead witii a fine shot from 
18-yards. 

But Seigio Voipi 
smacked home a firee-kick 
in the third minute of first- 
half injury-time, his shot 
faking a defl^tioa of 
Gio^o Venturin in the 
Lazio wall, to make it 1-1. 

And in a fairytale substi- 
mtion. Roberto Ripa ran 
onto die field in the 60th 
minute and 10 seconds 
later headed Bari's second. 

The turning point came 
when Bari bad substitute 
Phil Masioga sent off in 
the SOth minute — die 
South African's second red 
card in three matches. 

Giuseppe Si^ori drove 
home a ftee-ldck in the 
first minute of injury time 
and as Lazio pil^ on the 
pressure, Nedved snatched 
another three minutes later 
— to the amazement of the 
45,CKX) crowd. 

^lier in the day, 
Juventus’ new striker 
Filippo Inzaghi had 
robb^ Sampdoria of all 
three points in Genoa. 

Angelo Morales, known 
as "Matute" in his native 
Argentina, scored his first 
goal for Sampdoria in die 
15th minute after neat 
woik by ^^ceazo 
Montella on the edge of 
the area. 

The Italian champions 
played the last 15 minutes 
with 10 men after 
Uruguayan defender Paolo 
Montero was dismissed. 


But it didn't stop 
Inzaghi, the Serie A's top 
scorer last season with 
Atalanta, from exploiting a 
moment's hesitation in the 
Sampdoria defence and 
scoring from the edge of 
the six-yard box. 

Juventus coach Marcello 
Lippi said: “Sampdoria 
played very well, especial- 
ly in the first Half , and we 
didn't do much. But we 
responded well ■ to being 
down to 10 men. 

“You don’t always man- 
age to come back in situa- 
tions like that,"- he admit- 
ted, “but today we man- 
aged it” Parma, who like 
Juventus will be playing in 
tbe Champions League 
next week, produced a 
three-goal blitz in fbe last 
10 minutes as they oveiraa 
Udinese. 

Argentina's Heman 
Crespo gave Parma a 32nd 
minute lead and they 
looked ready to settle for 
that after Enrico Chiesa 
missed a second-half 
penalty. 

But the goal rush started 
when Udinese goalkeeper 
Luigi Turci parried Nestor 
Sensini’s voll^ in tbe 
83rd minute and' the 
Argentme snagpped up the 
rebound. 

Substitute . Filippo 
Maniero scored the third in | 
the 86tb minute and Pietro 
Stiada converted an 88th 
minute penalty to com- 
plete the ipuL 


World Cup qualifiers. 

South Korea, UAE win 


TOKYO (Agencies) — Lee 
Min-Sung fired home a 
long-range goal four min- 
utes ftom the end to seal a 
2-1 comeback victory for 
South Korea over arch- 
rivals Japan in their World 
Cup Asian Zone qualifying 
match here Sunday. 

The capacity 56,704 
crowd in the Tokyo 
National Stadium were 
smoned to silence by Lee's 
shot, which put South 
Korea top of Asian qualify- 
ing Group B with three vic- 
tories ftom three matches. 

United Arab Emirates 
beat Uzbekistan 2-1 on 
Saturday and are second 
with two wins and a draw, 
while Japan, five points 
behind tbe Koreans, now 
face a mammoth task to 
reach next year’s World 
Cup finals in France. 

Motohiro Yamaguchi 
scored early in the second 
half to encourage Japanese 
fans to believe foey were on 
foe way to a victory that 
would completely change 
foe group. 

But Seo Jung-Won head- 
ed an equaliser in the 83rd 
minute and Lee's winner 
three minutes later meant it 
was foe 5,000 heavily- 
guarded Korean fans in foe 
stadium who were celebrat- 
ing. 

The two sides are long- 
standing soccer rivals, even 
fooueh they will co-host the 
2002‘'World Cup finals, and 
Kbrean coach Cha Bum- 
Kun had vowed to inflict a 
humiliating defeat in 
Tokyo. 

After conceding the first 
goal Cha said foe team had 
looked rocky and he had 
ordered them "to stay 


calm." 

“I sent on two speedy 
attackers in foe second half, 
because 1 saw foe Japanese 
players had slowed down, 
and it worked pretty well. 

I'm really glad that w'e 
won such an exciting match 
against Japan," be said. 

After a goalless first half, 
tension rose and both sides 
committed niggly fouls. 

Naoki Soma fired one 
shot onto foe right post 
while South Korea's Hong 
Myung-Bo saw a header 
punched away by goalkeep- 
er Yosbikatsu Kawaguchi in 
foe 64fo minute. 

Japan took foe lead sec- 
onds later. Yamaguchi stole 
foe ball, moved into foe 
penalty area and. after tar- 
rying, lobbed foe ball over 
Korean keeper Kim Byung- 
Ji into foe net. 

Japan then 'played coo 
defensively and paid foe 
price against a Korean side 
looking to reach their 
fouith straight World Cup 
finals. 

Seo beaded foe ball from 
the middle of foe goal area 
despite having three 
Japanese defenders around 
him. 

Three minutes later. Jang 
Hyung-Seok set up Lee for 
a shot past the diving 
KawagucU. 

“We lost one goal because 
of foe only mistake. But 
otherwise, we shut out any 
attacks by foe Japanese 
today," said Cha. 

South Korea have now 
beaten Japan 33 times, lost 
nine games and foe twx) 
have ^wn 14 times since 
their first encounter in 
1954. 

South Korea cake on foe 


UAE at home and Japan 
play Kazakhstan away qq 
O ctober 4. 

One team qualifies auto- 
maiicaliy from each of the 
two Asian groups. The sec- 
ond placed nations will 
play-off for a third spot and 
foe loser of that match wOi 
take on Australia in another 
playoff in NovembcL 

U.4E beat Uzbekistan 

In Tashkent. Uzbekistan 
lost 10 foe United Arab 
Emirates 3-2 Saturday in 
foe Asian World Cup quali- 
fiers. 

Uzbekistan’s Nikolay 
Shirshov had a goal In (be 
12ih minute, foe only score 
of the first half. 

UAE then scored two 
goals after Uzbekistan's 
Sukhrat Muksudov was 
sent off in the 41st minure 
for arguing with foe referee. 

Zuhair Bakhit tied ibe 
game with a header in the 
S6fo minute, and Bahit 
Saad put UAE ahead 2-1 
with a goal in tbe 64th. 

Adnan A1 Talani put UAE 
ahead 3-1 in the 85th 
minute. 

The UAE goalie. Mohsin 
Mussabeh scored a viitnal 
own goal in the 90tb 
minute, putting foe ball into 
play and rebounding it into 
the net off foe back of 
Uzbek player ravsban 
bazarov. wlio was credited 
with the goal. 

But it was too late' for 
Uzbekistan's team, which 
was unable to make a 
recovery before foe final 
whistle. 



Jana Novotna 


Novotna claims Leipzig title 


LEIPZIG (AFP) — 
World ' No. 2 Jana 
Novoma of the Czech 
Republic won the 
$450,(X)0 WTA Tour 
tournament here on 
Sunday, beating diminu- 
tive • South African 
Amanda Coetzer 6-2. 4- 
6, 6-3. 

Novotna. 28, had to call 
on all her guile and expe- 
rience to win a tough 
encounter in Ihr 58min 
but her serve and volley 
game finally had the edge 


bise-line orientated strat- 
egy. 

Coetzer, world number 
six, fought valiantly with 
a string of passing-shots 
and clever lobs as both 
women hurtled round foe 
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court. 

Novotna was quickest 
out of foe blocks as she 
broke Coetzer right at the 
start and steamed through 
foe opening set as the 
Soufo African fmled to 
reach foe heights of her 
semi-final win over 
World No. 1 Martina 
Hingis, only the latter's 
third defeat of foe entire 
season. 

In foe second set. 
Coetzer. just 1.57m tall to 
Wimbledon final ist 
Novotna's 1.75m, set her- 
self up to level at one set- 
all as she broke foe Czech 
to lead 4-1 before wrap- 
ping up the set 6-4. 

Novotna reestablished 
her dominance when she 
broke in the fifth game of 

lA TEL: 079 334» ^ iT” 


PLAZA 


BAD COMPANY 


Shows: 12:30,3:30, 6:30, 
8:30, 10:30 


CONCORD y 

eoacoBD "i” 

Jack Nicholson, Glenn Close. 
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foe deciding set. But tbe 
tenacious Coetzer so 
nearly broke back three 
games later, twice having 
a break point while there 
were also eight deuces. 

However, Novotna sur- 
vived the scare to go 5-3 
up with her sixth 
point. That We 
Coetzer's resolve and she 
duly conceded foe 
on her own service, to go 
3-3 in her career showing 
against her oppon^ 
winning foe event for the 
second time after 1994; 
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Playoff-bound Giants 
sink Dodger hopes 


SAN FRANaSCO (AFP) 
— > Tbe San Francisco 
Giants are going to the 
Major League Baseball 
playofis for ^ first time in 
eight years while file X^s 
Angeles Dodgers are going 
home. 

The Giants beat San 
Diego 6>1 here Saturday to 
clinch the National l-eagiie 
West division title, enc&ig 
the Dodgers' playoff hopes 
by claiming the final unde- 
cided post-season spot on 
[he season’s penultimate 
day. 

Piayoff action begins 
Tuesday with the Giants 
travelling to Florida and 
Houston visiting Atlanta in 
the National League while 
Geveland visits the reign- 
ing World Series champion 
New York Yankees in the 
American League. 

Wilson Alvarez and two 
relief pitchers scaneied 
four hits for the Giants, 
who make their first playoff 
appearance . since being 


game turnaround from last 
year’s last-place finish and 
secured the playoff spot by 
gaining four games on tbe 
Dod^ is a 10-day span, 
toppling them from tbe 
division lead in file final 
two weeks. 

“We’re very frustrated at 
this point but we have to 
say congratulations to the 
Giants,” Dodgers catcher 
Mike Piazza said. 

“They did the job, ihey 
earned iL We've got to 
come back next year and 
find a way to win.” 

Tbe Dodgers did ail they 
could to stay in contention, 
winning 6-1 at Colorado. 
Ramon Martinez allowed 
five hits over 7 2/3 innin gs 
and Otis Nixon drove in a 
pair of runs. 

But Piazza said the effort 
needed to overcome a slow 
start took too much out of 
the Dodgers by the finish of 
the pennant race. 

“We came from eight 


games out at the end of 
June,” said Piazza. 

“We made up a lot of 
ground. Maybe it took a lot 
out of us. We played well at 
times, but we bad some 
missed opportunides that 
really came back to hurt” 

Los Angeles was set to go 
with Korean pitcher P 2 & 
Chan Ho on Sunday in an 
all-or-nothing bid, but his 
start was rendered mean- 
ingless by the San Francis- 
co victory. 

“Obviously we thought 
we had a go^ enough t^ani 
to win. It just didn't hap- 
pen," Los Angeles manager 
Bill Russell said. ^'We had a 
two-game lead and went 
into San Francisco, we lost 
two games there and then 
the Rockies swept us. That 
was really our downfall. We 
would pitch a good game 
and couldn't score any 
runs. We would score runs 
and our pitching couldn’t 
hold 1 l" 


Oal^d A’s in the 1989 
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National League ' .. 


g*". 

moment in the world,” smd 
reliever Rod Beck, who got 

St Louis 
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Chicago Cubs 

.. 4; '• 

the final out to secure the 

Los Angeles 

6 
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playoff berth. 

San Ir^isco 

6 

SanrDi^ 


It marks only the fifth 

NYMets 

2 
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•1 1 • • 

time since moving from 

Philadelphia 

8 
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• 7 • . 

New York in 1958 that the 

Montreal 

8 

( Itnctnnnti 

5 

Giants have reached the 

Houston 

8 

Pittsbuis^ 

I 

i playofis. This is the first 
’ time San Francisco fans 

American League 


were able to witness a play- 
off-clinching victory. 

Qeveland 

10 

Minnesota 

6 (Id Gm) 

The Giants become the 

: \finnesota 

6 

Cleveland 

4 (2ndGm) 

fourth team in this cenmry 

Toronto 

12 

Boston 

5 

to go from worst to first. 

NY Yankees 

6 

Detroit 

1 

- joining the 1991 Minnesota 

Seattle 

9 

Oakland 

3 

g Twins and Atlanta Braves 

Kansas City 

10 

White Sox 

4 

^ and 1993 Philadelphia 

Baltimore 

5 

Milwaukee 

4 

'i Philiies. 

Anaheim 

8 

Texas 
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The Giants have had a 23- 


Hearts on top as Rangers slip 


GLASGOW (AFPj ~ 
Rangers slipped to second 
in the Scotdsh Premier 
division after being held to 
a 2-2 draw at home to 
Mofiierwell as Hearts 
returned to the top with a 3- 
0 demolidon of IGlmaroock 
on Sunday. 

Rangers twice had to 
come from behind to earn a 
point as modest Motherwell 
gave Rangers manager Wal- 
ter Smith plenty to worry 
alxnit ahe^ of Tuesday’s 
UEFA Cup return with 
Strasbourg. 

A second half equaliser 
from Italian defender Ser- 
gio Porrini maintained 
Rangers unbeaten start, but 
their defensive fraildes 
were once again exposed in 
front of nearly 49,000 frus- 
trated fans. 

Tommy Coyne silenced 
the Ibrox crowd with Moth- 
e^^\'el^s opener after just 
seven minutes before Pre- 
mier division topscorer 
Marco Negri brought the 
sides Ie\'el 10 minutes later. 

Rangers found them- 
selves trailing a second 
rim e when Namibian 
Eliphas Shivute pounced at 
the far post for his first goal 
in Scotdsh football to 
restore the visitors' advan- 
tage. 

Elsewhere, Celdc 

wanned up for their UEFA 
Cup return with LrierptMl 
b>' turning up the beat with 
a 2-1 win o\’er on strug- 
gling Dundee United at 
Tannadice. 

Three goals in a de\'astat- 
ing first half gave Hearts a 


3-0 win at struggling Kil- 
marnock and showed that 
they will be a force to be 
reckoned with in the Scot- 
dsh premier division this 
season. 

The pressure is mounting 
on Aberdeen boss Roy 
Aitken after his side slipped 
to a dramatic 2-1 defeat to 
Dunfermline at Pittodrie. 

Aitken, who was appoint- 
ed boss in February 1995, 
has seen his high earners 


pick up only two wins in 
their past 27 League games. 

Aberdeen have still to 
record a victory in tbe 
league this season and 
remain at the foot of die 
table. 

In the day’s other match, 
third-placed Hibernian 
were held to a 1-1 draw at 
home by lowly St John- 
stone despite grabbing a 
second minute lead. 
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Opening lead: Ei^tcf4 

It is all VB7 wdl to look Ibr mtc- 
f^wiiar plfljs ofl eveiy hsiuL Bow> 
ever, be prepered to accept tbe re^> 
i^ ^t, more often than not, the 
ctinp ia {ise is the best. - 
There is eoasidersble dispute 
about the ^ Sooth's see- 

ond bid- To those who apply the 
fourlb-euit forcing to ever ythin g 
they see, the situation is crystal 


clear. We, However, lean toward 
oaing the fbinth amt artifidally 
wwiy at the two-lavol. an d h ere it 
was intended as a hid rerane to 
■how a good hand. North bad no 
trouble reading it as each, hence 


jfniq> to sz dnbs- 
The contract is better than it 
might seem on the surface, since 
West mi^it make a hdpftil opening 
lead. The trump aalvo did not fnr- 
Uier the canse, CDCcept to sdidifr the 
dnb holdtng. After tqying with odi- 
er ideas, dedarer Soally dected to 
adopt a stra^itforward line to land 
the contract if hearts broke 4-3 or 
the queen was donbleton, and 
(rumps no worse 4>L 
The openii^ lead wae run to the 
closfid dodirsr cspturixif Aa 
ten with the jeck. Next came a 
heart to tbe ace, ibOowed by a heart 
ruff in the do^ hand. The ace of 
diamonds was cashed "w*! a dia> 
mood was trumped with tbe queen 
and another he^ wae nifihd low. 

When hoih defhndera fiillawed to 
this tiidc, an was 
Trumps were drawn, dedarer 
di sca rding three epades from dum* 
ay. The ace of spades provided th 
eirtry to cash tbe king and jack tt 
hearts, biindiig declareih total to 
12, and the last tddc was surren- 
jdeted to the defenders. 
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Barcelona 
lead 
the field 

MADRID (AFP) — 
Baiceloua kept up their 1(X) 
per cent record and two- 
point lead in the Spanish 
championship on Saturday 
following a crushing 4-1 
vicu»y at Sporting Gijon. 

Brad's Rivaldo and 
Spain’s Luis Enrique found 
the net twice each to keep 
the Catalonians ahead of 
champions Real Ma^d. 

Rivaldo is becoming a 
worthy successor to world 
player of tbe year Ronaldo 
as he heads the Spanish 
scorers list with five goals 
in four matches. 

And Luis Enrique bad the 
fortune to hit a double in 
his home town and against 
his first profession club. 

Madrid also won away — 
2-0 to Valencia with goals 
from Pedrag Mitajovic and 
Raul. 

Raul's goal was sublime 
as he outwitted a defender 
before firing past his Span- 
ish international teammate 
Andoni Zubizarreta 
between file posts. 

Then Raul switched to 
playmaker to set up 
Yugoslavian teammate 
Mijatovic who notched up 
his fimt goal of the season 
against his ex-fans of 
Valencia, unhappy since 
his departure. 

Atledco Madrid's Junin- 
ho silenced criticism from 
president Jesus Gil who 
claimed their Brazilian 
signing from Middles 7 
brougb was not in top 
form. He fired over an 
accurate cross for Christian 
Vieri to score their first 
goal after they trailed 2-0 
to Celta Vigo. The final 
result was 3-3. 

Meanwhile on a superb 
night for Brazilian players 
in Spain. Luizao, Djali^- 
ha and'-FtavicT: Cdnceicao 
all scored in DeportiVo La 
Coruna’s first victory, 4-1 
against Santander. 

And on another positive 
note, Deportxvo president 
Cesar Auguste Lendoiro 
said it was 99 per cent cer- 
tain that Brad's World 
Cup star Bebeto would be 
returning. 

McEnroe 

takes 

Johannesburg 

title 

JOHANNESBURG, South 
Africa (AP) — John 
McEnroe beat top seed 
Johan Kriek on Sunday to 
capture the champions ten- 
nis title, at Sandton Gar- 
dens. 

The former World No. 1, 
and third seed in Sandton, 
took the match 7-6 (8-6) 6- 
2. Last week. McEnroe 
won the title in Paris, beat- 
ing fellow American Kriek 
6-4 6-4 in the final. 

The eariy part of the 
match was dominated by 
the server and it wasn’t 
until tbelOth game that the 
first break point chance 
appeared. 

It was Kriek who found 
himself down 0-40, giving 
McEnroe three set points, 
but the former South 
African came up with five 
magnificent first serves to 
get out of trouble and level 
at 5-5. 

The turning point came 
when, at 6-6, McEnroe’s 
shot clipped the top of the 
net and dribbled over. That 
gave McEnroe his fifth set 
point, which he converted 
with a characteristic pass- 
ing shot 

“It goes to show it's bet- 
ter to be lucky and good 
than just good,” said 
McEnroe. 


Villeneuve wins 
Luxembourg Grand Prix 


NURBURGRING, Ger- 
many (AFP) — Canadian 
Jacques Villeneuve, dri- 
ving a Williams-Renault, 
won the Luxembourg 
Grand Prix here on Sunday 
and took the overall lead in 
the drivers chan^onship. 
He has a nine-point advan- 
tage over (jennany's 

Michael Schumacher with 
two races to go. 

Frenchman Jean Alesi, 
driving a Benetton- 
Renault. was second and 
Heinz-Harald Frentzen of 
Gmnany, also driving a 
Williams, was third. 

Two-time world champi- 
on Schumacher’s Ferrari 
was forced to retire afrer 
two laps wi± a broken 
suspension which resulted 
from a clash with the two 
Jordan cars, driven by his 
younger brother Ralf and 
Italian Giancarlo Fisichel- 
la, on the first comer. 

’Tm very disappointed. 
It’s dread^ blow to my 
championship chances," 
Michael Schumacher said 
“Ralf could do nothing 
about it be was driving his 
race and came round the 
outside. 1 lost some wheel 
speed at the beginning and 
that was that” 

Ralf, however, was less 
forgiving and blamed his 
teammate for the clash. 

‘Tisicbella shouldn’t 
have done what he did 
There wasn’t room for all 
three cars. I am certainly- 
not to blame. It was a 
shame because I had a 
really good start Is my 
brother angp^ with me? 
No. It was just a normal 
racing accident,” he said. 

The 26-year-oId Vfi- 
leneuve, who was winning 
at the track he recorded his 
first ever Formula One 
win, assuined ^.command 
when a double mishap hit 
the McLaren team. 

The team were dominat- 
ing the race but first David 
Coulthard running in sec- 
ond saw lus chances of a 
third win' this season dis- 
appear -with a blown 
engine on the 42nd lap and 
then race leader Mika 
Hakkinen of Hnland who 
bad gained his first pole 
position in 95 appear- 
ances, retired on the 43rd 
lap with engine problems. 

“That’s motor racing. 
You’ve just got to keep on 
smiling and I will. I could 
give you a long report, hat 
what's the point," a disap- 
pointed Hakkinen said. 

A relieved Villeneuve 
said that he would have 
settled for third place prior 
to that 

“1 was delighted when I 
saw Michael was not in the 
race. 

Villeneuve, who won his 
seventh race of the season, 
was never in trouble after 
that particularly as Brazil- 
ian Rubens Barrichello — 
who had moved briefly 
into second — was anoth- 
er casualty on the 43rd lap. 

Tbe Chadian coasted 
home over 1 1 seconds 
clear of Alesi with only 
another five sec^ds to 
Frentzen, who had been 
pushed back into 13th 
when be and Villeneuve 
clashed on the first corner. 

Austrian veteran Ger- 
hard Beiger was fourth in 
the second Benetton- 
Renault 

Amws driver Pedro 
Diniz held on for fifth 
under enonnous pressi^ 
from Frenchman Olivier 
Fanis, driving a Prost- 
Mugen Honda. 


NEW DELUXE VILLA 
FOR RENT 

'On top of a hill overlooking beautiful scenery. 
Consists of 4 bedrooms (2 master), wide 
parking area, garden, 2 water reservoirs. 

For more details, please contact j 

owner at Tel.: 819427 ! 






German Formula One driver Ralf Schumacher’s cv (L) collides with the Ferrari of 
his brother Michael Schumacher (R) after the start of the Luzembui^ Grand Prix. 
Ralf Schumacher went out following the collision and worid drivers’ points leader 
Michael went ont on the following lap (Reuters photo) 









Canadian Fonnula One driver Jacques Villenenve raises his fist after winning the 
Lnxembui^ Grand Prix, September 28. Villenenve leads with nine points ahe^ of 
Geiman Michael Scbnmacber (Renters photo) 

Panis was making his 

first appearance since 

breaking both his legs in ^^BUlajlSIaJsuBsajU 
the Canadian Grand Prix 

on Ji^ 15. Suitable for diplomartic missions and those who can 

Keignmg ch^pion unpaid cars. Model 1997, dark blue 

metallic colour, elegance, full options with 
when he stalled during a distinguished ones. 

pitstop, although he far- If interested please call Tel.: 5538112 | 

ried on to finish eighth of 

the 10 finishers. I I HOUSEHOLD ITEMS I 

FOR SALE 

iSony VCR, JVC stereo system, IBM 
Aptiva computer, lamps + other 
household items for sale. 

Foreigners relocating, call 628990 


Ferrari 's miserable day 
was completed when 
Ulsterman Eddie Irvine 
pulled off on the 23rd lap 
— the seventh successive 
Grand Prix that he has 
failed to finish in the 
points. 

Ferrari 's failure here has 
probably ended any hopes 
of them preventing 
Williams taking the con- 
structors' championship. 
They trail by 26 points 
with just two races to go. 





ROOF FOR RENT IN ABDOUN 
FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 

I Located near the British Embassy, in a distinguished 
' area with exceilent view. It has an area of 180 sq.m. + 
180 sq.m, terrace. Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, independent salon, dining room, sitting i 
room and independent central heating. 

For information, please, call Tel. 079/29339 


furnished^ 

5TH CIRCLE-3' BEDROOMS, SALON 
3 BATHROOMS ,LIVING,3 ENTRIES 
AIR-CONDITION, "TEL & GAF^GE 






HI- 

Instituto 

Cervantes 






2 Super Deluxe fully furnished 
apartments in prime locations with' 
panoramic views, (one in Rabia and the 
[other in Sweifiyeh opposite Deir Ghbar). 

Please contact Tel.; 838758, 079/31234 


CERVANTES INSTITUTE 
NEW COURSES 1997^1998 
(1st TERM) 

• Regular courses (All levels) 

• Intensive courses 

• Special courses 

• Pr^Daration for 

the D.E.LE. (November, 1997) 

BEGINNING OF REGISTRATION: 21.09.97 
BEGINNING OF COURSES :29.09.97 . 

CERVANTES INSTITUTE 
Tel.: 610858 - Fax: 624049 
Amman - Jordan 
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12 News 


Israeli peace group calls 
for boycott of settlements 

T T Ti A\mr /T>\ An **C»»1dmantc qw a nmvn- Hush ShaloiTl cslIaH nr 


TEL AVIV (R) — An 
Israeli peace group called 
Sunday for a l»ycoa of all 
goods produced in Jewish 
setdements in territories 
occupied by Israel in 1967. 

*"We call upon the whole 
world to support peace by 
not buying products made 
in settlements.” Uri Avneri, 
a leader of Gush Shalom 
(Peace Bloc), told a news 
conference. 

The group released a par- 
tial list of some 90 Israeli 
companies that are based or 
have branches in the West 
Bank, Gaza Strip, Arab east 
Jerusalem and the Golan 
Heights. 


**Settlements are a provo- 
cation that are leading us 
towards war," Mr. Avneri 
said. *^We are offering the 
people of Israel a means of 
defence." 

Palestinian leaders have 
also called for a boycott of 
Israeli goods made in settle- 
ments in areas where they 
hope to found an indepen- 
dent state. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright this 
month called on Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu to take a '‘time- 
out’' settlement activi- 
ty that has helped under- 
mine peace efforts. 


Fraud clearance boosts rival 


of Netanyahu on Likud post 


OCX:UPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Jerusalem Mayor 
Ehud Olmert was cleared 
of alleged campai^ 
finance fraud Sunday in 
what analysts call^ a 
boost to the right-winger's 
quest to oust or succeed 
Benyamin Netanyahu as 
Israel's leader. 

*Tbe judge said I am 
innocent, that the charges 
against me were not 
proved,” the 51-year-old 
Mr. Olmert told reporters 
to the cheers of supporters 
at the Tel Aviv district 


court 

Since Mr. Netanyahu, 47, 
became prime minister last 
year, Olmert — his 
Likud Party comrade — 
has in word and deed tried 
to position himself as a 
more hardline defender, of 
Israel's claim to Jerusalem. 

Political commentators 
said Mr. Netanyahu had 
denied Mr. Olmert a cabi- 
net post over the financing 
affair dating back to 
Israel's 198S election when 
Mr. Olmert was Likud trea- 


surer. 

Mr.’ Obnen had all along 
insisced be had no part in 
an'Uleged ficUdous' public 
relations firm set up to 
receive and disguise corpo- 


rate donations barred by 
law. 

Following the verdict Mr. 
Olmert was terse, promis- 
ing to have more to say 
after Jewish holidays start- 
ing Wednesday night. He 
said he had waited nine 
years for the acquittal. 

Israel radio’s political 
correspoadent Yaron Dekel 
said that with the case 
behind him, Mr. Olmert 
would focus on national 
elections in three years 
when he might challenge 
Mr. Netanyahu or in ^e 
year 2004 when Mr. 
Netanyahu would be 
umd)le to nm again. 

‘Today Ebud Olmert's 
campaign begins for the 
prime minister’s office. It 
seems to me that is tht bot- 
tom line of the verdict 
clearing Olmert of all 
guilt,*' Mr. Dekel said. 
“Witii a weak Netanyahu, 
Olmert’s there.’’ 

The mayor has been at 
the foref^nt of at least 
three Arab east Jerusalem 
controversies — Jewish 
settlements at Jabal Abu 
Gbndun and Ras Al'Amoud 
and a tunnel near A1 Aqsa 
Mris'que l^t Seplbiodbier ^ 
that have put Israel at odds 
with Palestinians and its 


closest ally, the U.S. 

Mr. Olmert personally 
helped punch a new 
entrance — approved by 
Mr. Netanyahu — to the 
tunnel in the Muslim quar- 
ter of Jerusalem's Old City 
a year ago, sparking 
protests and gunfights 
which claimed the lives of 
61 Palestinians and 15 
Israelis. 

Israeli security forces 
said this month they had 
arrested a squad of 
Palestinians tirom Hamas 
who bad planned to abduct 
hfr. Olmert and bargain for 
the release of Palestinian 
prisoners held by Israel. 

Mr. Olmert was a cabinet 
minister and government 
spokesman under former 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir. He won an upset 
victory in 1993 as mayor 
over octogenarian Teddy 
Kollek, who had been 
mayor of the Holy City for 
more than 27 years. 

Israel has occupied Arab 
east Jerusalem since the 
1967 Middle East war. 

Palestinians in Arab east 
Jerusalem have long 
refused to vote in munici- 
elections, viewing the 
city's east as capital of a 
future independent state. 


Business as usual for British 


executives in Saudi Arabia 


'Britain should be very careful how it deals with this. It is a 
delicate balance between trade worth billions of dollars and a 
human rights issue to which Saudi Arabia is very sensitive' 


DUBAI (R) — It is business 
as usual for British executives 
in Saudi Arabia and concern 
over the fate of two British 
nurses accused of murder is 
not felt in die corridors of 
companies and joint ventures. 

Diplomats and several 
British executives said 
Sunday that die lucrative 
business ties between Saucti 
Arabia and Britaio had been 
put to the test several times 
before — and survived. 

Some said they were not 
concerned over a posrible 
row between the two coun- 
tries and that so far mmug] 
financial and military inter- 
ests had always set relations 
back on course. 

Others had some reserva- 
tions. 

‘If any sentence is carried 
out be it death or flogging, it 
would be difficult to guess 
what kind of damaging com- I 
mercial repercussions that 
would have,” one British con- 
stmction company exeartive 
said by telephone fiiom 
Riyadh. 

Britain is anxious about a 
sentence of 500 lashes and 
eight years in jail a gainct 
Lucille McLaucUan, 31. A 
verctict has yet to be passed 
cm Ddxirah ^ny, 38, who 
could be beheaded if convict- 
ed of murder. 

Both women deny killirig 
Yvonne Gilftxd, an 
Australian nurse at a military 
medical centre in eastern 
Saudi Arabia whose body 
was found last December. 

Legal sources in the king- 
dtmt say die cases have to go 
through an elaborate appeals 
process before any sentence 
could be canted out Death 
sentences must be tqpoved 
byKingFahd. 

**niere is no crisis. We are 
not anxious,” an executive 


said. 

‘There is a strong bade link 
between Britain and Saudi 
and I would be surprised if 
the issue of the nurses had a 
major inject on that,'’ anoth- 
er executive said. 

Up to 30 Blitisb co mpanies 
will st^ a mtgor bade mis- 
sion in Saudi Arabia in 
November in search of busi- 
ness in tile industrial sector in 
the world’s lar^t oil 
exporter. 

It includes executives from 
some of the biggest British 
firms and diplomats said the 
visit would go ahead as 
scheduled. 

London says tiie value of 
British investments in Saudi 
is $2 billion and bade in 1996 
rose 51 per cent to $3.8 bil- 
lion. 

January to July exports this 
year rose to £1.8 billion, a 66 
per cent rise from die same 
period ibe previous year, 
according to tbe British 
embassy in Riyadh. 

Sevet^ Brit^ firms are in 
the runnii^ for Saudi comr 
meidal and militaiy deal s, 
including Vickers PLC 
Vick.L which is competing to 
supply up to 200 tanks to 
SaudiArabia. 

The business executives 
said, however; tiiey faop^ die 
Briti^ government would 
bead carefully in dealii^ with 
the case. 

'“Britain should be very 
careful how it deals with diis. 
It is a delicate bal anc e 
between trade wonfa bOlions 
of dollais and a human rights 
issite to which Saudi Arabia is 
very sensitive," one said. 

j^tain's Foieiga Secretary 
Robin Cook said Friday he 
had asked for clemency for 
tbe two nurses during a meet- 
ing m New Yoik with Saudi 
Foreign Minister IMnce Saud 


AI FaisaL He said the prince's 
reply was encouragiiig. 

The prince, according to 
Saudi press lepcxts. told Mr. 
Cook tiiat intervention in the 
case would complicate die 
issue. 

Tbe business executives 
said tbe only incident which 
th^ recalled had an inqiact 
on bade was in 1980 whra a 
British television documen- 
ta^ tided “Deatii Of A 
Princess'’ about tbe execution 
of a Saudi princess and her 
lover for adultery triggered a 
row. 

Trade was fixizen. ambas- 
sadors were wididrawn and 
Britain was forced to ofier an 
^logy to mend rel^ons. 

Earlier this year Saudi 
Ar^a made veiled threats 
that Britam might lose lucra- 
tive contracts because of crit- 
icism of tbe Saudi royal fam- 
ily by Mohammad Al Masari, 
a London-based dissident 
“Some companies that lost 
deals in Saudi at tbe time 
blamed it on Masari issue. 
We believe it did have some 
Impact but not for a long time 
and not on a large scale,” one 
veteran execteive said. 

The focus of tiie business 
relationship is the Al 

Yaitiamah arms-for-oil deal 

signed in the mid-1980s and 
worth an estimated $20 bil- 
lion. Under the 20-year agree- 
ment Britam supplies Torna- 
do aiicrait built by British 
aerospace PLC BA.L and 
Saudi Arabia pays for them in 
oil. 

Nervousness over the possi- 
ble io 4 )act of a row over the 
nurses on Al Yamamab 
weighed on Biitisb aerospace 
shares last wedc, but the com- 
pany played down the possi- 
ble in^m. 
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Gush Shalom called on 
tbe European Community 
— Israel's largest trading 
parmer — to pressure the 
government to clarify 
whether goods labelled 
“Made in IsracT' were pro- 
duced in areas outside 
Israel’s internationally 
recognised borders. 

“A large portion of the 
thousands of flowers sent to 
Britain to mark Princess 
Diana's death were pro- 
duced in Gush Katif settle- 
ments in tbe Gaza Strip. 
Europeans have no idea 
where these products are 
grown,” Mr. Avneri said. 



R^OCATp*7G THE JAHAliN TRIBE AWAY FROM HOME: An Israeli bulldozer ploughs into a car as 
it is demolished on top of a bedouin school Sunday in the West Bank nearby the Jewish settlement of 
Ma'ale Adumim. A pile of school tables and chairs were taken out of the long building before the bull- 
dozer flattraed the structure. Witnesses said a total of 45 bedouin homes were also demolished Sunday 
in an Israeli programme to relocate the Jahalin bedouin tribe living around Jerusalem (Reuters photo) 


Iran offers to cooperate with U.S. 
on ‘genuine’ Middle East peace 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Former 
Iranian President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani pro- 
posed Sunday cooperation 
between his countiy, the 
United States and Europe to 
bring a “genuine” settlement 
to tbe Nfrddle East conflict 

Mr. Raf^Jani, now serv- 
ing as the bead of a senior 
advisoiy body, said Iran 
would join efforts for Arab- 
IsraeU peace “if the 
Palestinians are not denied 
their limits.'* 

“If tbe Palestinians are 
given dieir rights, then Jews. 
Muslims and Christians can 
have a peaceful coe.xistance. 
And we will afi^ve of that*' 
he said in an interview with 
Quds new5ptq)er. 

“Iran can Imld hands with 
the United Nations, the 
United States. Arab countries 
and Europe and create' an 
atmo^bere, where the 
P^estimans and others can 
elect” their future govern- 
ment.” said the fcamer presi- 
dent. who st^rped down last 
month. 

As a first stq), be called for 


Palestinian refri^es to be 
allowed to return borne. He 
rejected die U.S.-sponsored 
Middle East peace process, 
saying it sou^t to legalise the 
“usurpation of Pale^e by a 
racist state.” 

‘The status - of Jenisalem. 
south Lebanon and the Golan 
Heists still remains 
unclear,” Mr. Rai^jani said. 

Under the Oslo accords, 
Jerusalem's frue is to be deter- 
mined in final-stams talks 
between tbe Israelis and 
Palestinians. 

On tbe Israeli-Syrian track, 
where negotiations have been 
suspended since February 
19^ Damascus is demand- 
ing that Israel return tbe 
Golan, which it cultured in 
the 1 967 Middle East war and 
annexed in 1981. 

Lebanon and Syria, the 
dominant influence in its 
smaller neighbour, have said 
there can be no Lebanese- 
Israeli peace agreemefit until 
Syria tbe Golan back. 

Israel maintains a militaiy 
“security zoot" in south 
Lebanon in Older to fend off 


Iranian forces end exercises 


with major imaginary assault 


TEHRAN (R) — A force of. 
20QJXX) Iranian troops on 
Simday launched- a major 
'assault in. the final pb^ of 
week-long - war ' games 
v/atcbed by the country's 
supreme leader and ^om- 
mahder-in-chtef, Ayt^Dah 
Ali-Kbanieai^ 

The state news agency- 
IRNA said' infsmtiy and . 
armoured divisions backed 
by heavy aitilJeiy and fight- . 
er-bombexs attacked poa- 

poiktdedin^ 

tics potions command . 

nzimteatii^bety^^ ; 
units, it said... 

:franian tel^sitm teid'bn;. 
the eve 6f tbe'assault.thk-'a' 


fighter-bomber made by tbe 
Iranian Airforce and named 
Azarakhsb (Lighmijig) .was 
^among -fonnktions'^ which 
flew ; past ' Ayatoll^ 
Khamenei and senior ofti- 


cers. ■ • : 

.Local media 
week the ' aircraft/ would! 
cany out. its first bomb^- 
missiob -at the^diinu of tho 
'exercises. ' - A 


'Men from naval,. air aiid 
poi^.fbrcesweie 
ui the UW^ammnni^ 

in rKcrushk-e. 

km iibriH oC.tiie 
diy :6f Qom, 120 km 
Tehraik - 

• Tbe Vcxeic^ 8^ held 
evefy to niarlrtbe steit 
pf^.tbe";'t980-88- Iran-liaq 


cross-bcxder attacks on its 
northern territory. 

Iran regards ^aei as an le- 
gitimate state and has (^dal- 


ly called for its destruction. 

However, Mr. Rafsanjani 
has taken a more moderate 
line on the issue. 


CIA says 
Egypt staged 
"93 abduction 
of Libyan 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Egyptian a^ts staged die 
1993 abduction of a promi- 
nent Libyan dissident in 
Cairo and then handed him 
over to the Libyan govem- 
ment, the Washington Post 
reported Sunday, quoting a 
CIA study. 

Dissident Mansour Kildtia, 
who lived in the United 
States and was married to a 
U.S. dtizen, was then execut- 
ed by Libyan leader 
Muammar Qacfiiafi, accotd- 
ing to the U.S. Central 
Intelhgenoe Agency report 
Kildua was a fonner 
Libyan diplomat who lived in 
the Unit^ States for. 13- 
years. and was just four 
months away from getting 
his U.S. dtizeosbip when he 
w-as kidnapped. aDrocding to 
thel^ 

The kidmqjping, which tbe 
ClA revealed to ClintOQ 
admunslradon offidals at 
mid-year, is rq)orted]y 
aliea^ causing tension 
between the U.S. and Egypt 
Kikhia served as Colonel 
Qadhafi's foreign minister 
and ambassador to tbe United 

Nations Ixfore defecting to 
the U.S. in 1980 and becom- 
ing a sharp critic ' of tbe 
Libyan gov^nment 
Ite vanished from a hotel in 
Cdro on Dec. 10, 1993 while 
he was attending a meeting 
of human ri^^ organisa- 
tions from Arab countries 
that he had helped oiganise. 
The CIA believes that Kikhia 
was taken to Libya immedi- 
ately and killed in early 1994. 
then buried in the desert 
according to the Post 


Greek FM describes Hirkey ’s 
plans as ^Hitler-like’ dreams 

‘Ankara’s plans are unprecedented and 
illegal, and can only come about through 
the imposition of confrontational policies’ 


ATHENS (AFP) — 
Relations between Turkey 
and Greece, traditionally 
strained, plummeted fur- 
ther Sunday when Greek 
Foreign Minister Theodore 
Pangalos accused bis coun- 
try's arch-foes of purs.uing 
Hitler-like dreams of 
expansion through military 
force. 

Turkey was following an 
“unacceptable policy 
which recalls Hitler's 
Gennany between the two 
wars.” he said in an inter- 
view published by the 
Kathemermi newspaper. 

“Ankara's plans are 
unprecedented and illegal, 
and can only come al^ut 
through the imposition of 
confrontational policies,” 
he added. 

Tbe interview came a day 
after Mr. Pangalos and his 
Turkish coimterp^. Ismail 
Cem, traded recriminations 
at the United Nations. The 
two men had spoken on the 
sidelines of the U.N. 
General Assembly 

Tuesday, without result. • 

After months of what ' 
append to be a slowly- 
calming relationship - 
between tbe two countries, 
mediated by - NATO 
Secretary-General Javier 
Solana and EU envoys, 
rivalries flared again last 
month over the traditional 
disputes: Ownership of 


several Aegean islands and 
tensions over the divided 
island of Cyprus. 

Cyprus has been divided 
since Turkey invaded the 
noithern third in 1974 fol- 
lowing a coup in Nicosia 
aimed at uniting the island 
'with Greece. 

Mr. Cem. on bis return to 
Ankara, said Greece was 
“reducing the Aegean con- 
flict to the problem of 
Kardak." an island — 
called Imia by Greece — 
claimed by both countries.- 
Describing the issue as 
an “obsession” for Athens, 
Mr. Cem told journalists 
“Greece wants Turkey to 
take the Kardak affair to 
the international court in 
the Hague. 

“We, on tbe other hand, 
have expressed ouf wish to 
discuss the entire Aegean 
conflict” 

He added that 12 Greek 
islands stretching along the 
Turkish coast had been 
armed “in violation of the 
Lausanne Treaty” signed in 
1923 between Greece, 
Turkey and several other 
countries. He said that a ' 
statement by U.S. State 
Department Saturday indi- 
cate that the United States 
government sided with 
Turkey in tbe dispute. 

Greece, too, saw agree- 
ments being trampled on in 
tbe deteriorating situation. 


“By not letting go of its 
expansionist mechanism, 
Turkey has violated tbe 
three principles” agreed on 
the sidelines of the NATO 
summit in Madrid in July. 
Mr. Pangalos said. The two 
countries had agreed to 
abide by the principles of 
peace, the respect of inter- 
national law and putting 
aside territoria] claims. 

Defending the Cypriot 
government's planned 
deployment of Ru.'^sian S- 
300 air-defence missiles — 
a point which has enraged 
Ankara — Mr. Tangelos 
said “it's too much to not 
recognise the right of an 
independent country, 
Cyprus, to bolster its 
defence while it finds itself 
under the constant threat of 
Turidsh aircraft.” 

He added that Turkey 
“has 80 aircraft off Cyprus 
ready to move in at any 
moment. 

*The international com- 
munity must intervene if 
Turkey applies its threats 
against the installation in 
Cyprus of the S-300s.” 

TTie two countries came 
to the brink of war over the 
sovereignty of a handful of 
uninhabited islets in the 
Aegean in early 1996, and 
only heavy U.S. diplomatic 
pressure prevented an 
armed confrontation. 



Back from the 
dead to reclaim 
his vital organs 


VIRGINIA (AFP) — A 
man pronounced de^ 
here but whose body 
remained on life suppoit 
was found to be alive 
when doctors prepared to 
remove his vital organs 
for donations, police here 
said. Henry Edgar Ksu&er, 
3.5. was found shot in his 
home late Wednesday and 
was rushed to the 
Riverside Regional 
Medical Centre for emer- 
gency surgery. Kaiser was 
in an extremely critical 
condition for the ne.xt 38 
hours, and was pro< 
nounced dead early. 
Friday. Kaiser's body, 
however, was kept on life 
support machines because 
his fomily had donated his 
organs to needy patients. 
Organ recipients were 
alerted, but when doctors 
went to remove the organs 
late Friday, Kaiser -was 
found to be alive. 


TV star Ellen’s 
gay kiss a loser 
in the ratings 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
Comedian Ellen 

DeGeneres, star of tbe 
prime-time sitcom 

“Ellen,” made a big 
splash earlier this year 
when she acknowledged 
her homosexuality by 
kissing another woman on 
tbe show that airs on tbe 
ABC Network. The con- 
troversial episode had 
high viewer ratings, and 
was the source of endless 
discussion in the news 
media and in tbe gay com- 
munity across the country. 
However, viewers appar- 
fsntly began to give her 
performance two thumbs 
dtiwD 35 so'on as the hulla- 
baloo over the gay kiss 
had passed. DeGeneres’ 
popularity has plummeted 
to a record low, according 
to an Internal ABC memo- 
randum cited in New York 
magazine. DeGeneres has 
a negative TV-Q rating— 
a method measuring a 
television star's populari- 
ty — of 49, according to 
a source quoted by the 
magazine. 


Major’s elder 
brother was 
offered doorman 
job at Harrods 


LONDON (AFP) — Not 
ng before John Major 
was kicked out of 
Downing Street, bis older 
brother was offered a Job 
as a doorman at Ham^. 
the Sunday Mirror has 
disclosed. This would 
have made Terry Major- 
Ball. 65. an employee of 
Harrods' owner 

Mohammad Fayed, the 
man who helped topple 
Major's government over 
cash-for-questions scan- 
. aJ in parliament. But 
Terry, 65, turned it down 
because be thought k 
. ght embarrass his 
brother, a Harrods spokes- 
woman told tbe paper. 
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Thousands of 

‘sausage-shaped’ : 

parade throngb dty 


KRAKOW (AFP) 
Thousands of Dachshinid. 
dog.<( paraded through the 
streets of this old soutb^ 
Polish city in a 
annual show to 
best of the breed. 
sausage-shaped hou*^ 
came in numerous 
Short haired, long 
wire-haired were.all |^4 
resented as well-as.!{ 
dressed by tbeir'o^ 
straw bats, cro) 
white veils.Back. 
the dead to reel 
vital organs 
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